
THE GREAT COMMISSION-FUTURE OR FULFILLED 
 

The purpose of this study is two-fold: 
1 To examine the evidence for a first century fulfilment of the great 

commission.  
2 To understand the “end” in Mathew 24 from the perspective of a fulfilled 

great commission 
 
 

The Evidence for a First Century Fulfilment of the Great 
Commission. 

 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Math.24:14) 
 
A question we need to ask ourselves is, is there any good reason that we should 
even consider that the great commission was fulfilled in the first century, 
specifically, prior to the fall of Jerusalem in AD70?  
 
I suggest that the words of Jesus are a good start…. 
 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a 
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come…. Truly I say to you, 
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place.  
(Math.24:14, 34) 
 
Jesus told his disciples that the gospel of the kingdom would be preached 
throughout the whole world before their generation passed away, that is, 
within their lifetime. 
 
Now, some have made the objection that “this generation” does not refer to Jesus’ 
contemporary generation to whom he was speaking, but instead refers to a “race” 
of people, or to a far distant generation thousands of years removed from the 
historical context. So to begin with, let’s remember that the disciples asked Jesus a 
time question, “when shall these things be”. To suggest that by “this generation” 
Jesus was referring to a race of people or to a generation possible thousands of 
years in the future does not come close to answering his disciples time question. As 
a further response to that objection, consider the following…. 



 
The phrase “this generation” is used by Jesus 14 times in the new testament 
(outside of Mathew 24:3 and its parallel texts) and in every instance, he uses the 
phrase “this generation” to refer to his first century contemporary generation.  
Let’s look at just a few.  
 
As the crowds were increasing, He began to say, “This generation is a wicked 
generation; it seeks for a sign, and yet no sign will be given to it but the sign of 
Jonah. For just as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so will the Son of Man 
be to this generation. (Luke 11:29-30) 
 
But first He must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation (Luke 
17:25) 
 
Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of 
them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your 
synagogues, and persecute from city to city, so that upon you may fall the guilt 
of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the 
blood of Zechariah, the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple 
and the altar. Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this 
generation…. Behold, your house is being left to you desolate.  
(Mathew 23:24-38) 
 
There is virtually unanimous agreement in the commentaries that in Mathew 23 
Jesus is pronouncing judgment on his contemporary generation, and that they were 
in fact judged in AD70 when their city was destroyed. So, if “this generation” in 
Mathew 23 refers to the first century generation, why wouldn’t “this generation” in 
Mathew 24 refer to the same generation since Jesus was speaking about the same 
judgment on the same city, in front of some of the same people, just an hour or so 
later? 
 
Another point to consider is that the phrase “this generation” in Mathew 23:36 and 
Mathew 24:34 form an “inclusio” in the Olivet discourse. An inclusio is a literary 
device also known as “bracketing” or “sandwiching”. The purpose of an inclusio 
is to alert the reader to an important theme, and to indicate that the material 
within the inclusio relates to the inclusio itself. In other words, everything from 
Mathew 23:36-24:34 needs to be understood as being connected to and fulfilled in 
that first century generation. (as an example of an inclusio see Mark 11:12-21) 
 



Now ask yourself this question. What did Jesus say in chapter 23 that caused his 
disciples the “show him the buildings of the temple”?  
I’m convinced that it was Jesus’s prediction that all the blood of all the 
prophets all the way back to Abel was to be avenged on the Jews of his 
generation was what triggered his disciples to “point out the temple buildings 
to him” (Mathew 23:34-24:1). In other words, the disciples connected the 
judgment of the Jewish leaders for their rejection and murder of the prophets with 
the destruction of their city. But why? 
 
Now Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of the prophets and said to him, 
“Gird up your loins, and take this flask of oil in your hand and go to Ramoth-
gilead. When you arrive there, search out Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat the son 
of Nimshi, and go in and bid him arise from among his brothers, and bring him to 
an inner room. Then take the flask of oil and pour it on his head and say, ‘Thus 
says the Lord, “I have anointed you king over Israel.”’ Then open the door and 
flee and do not wait.”…. He arose and went into the house, and he poured the oil 
on his head and said to him, “Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, ‘I have 
anointed you king over the people of the Lord, even over Israel. You shall strike 
the house of Ahab your master, that I may avenge the blood of My servants 
the prophets, and the blood of all the servants of the Lord, at the hand of 
Jezebel. For the whole house of Ahab shall perish, and I will cut off from 
Ahab every male person both bond and free in Israel. (2 Kings 9:1-8) 
 
The historical context of 2 Kings 9 is that the northern kingdom of Israel is soon to 
be exiled by Assyria and is in severe religious and moral decline due to the wicked 
reign of King Ahab and his pagan wife Jezebel. God raises up Jehu, a servant of 
Ahab to deliver Israel and avenge his prophets. And what was Ahab’s sin? The 
murder unjust plunder of Naboth’s vineyard (1 Kings 2) and the murder of 
the prophets of Yahweh at the hands of Jezebel. And what would be his 
punishment? The total “desolation” of his house (his lineage) to avenge and 
vindicate the blood of the prophets. (Cp. Mathew 23:38, “your house is left to 
you desolate) 
 
In Jeremiah, it is not just the king but the nation of Israel which is condemned in 
much the same words…. 
 
For the iniquity of the daughter of my people is greater than the sin of Sodom, 
which was overthrown as in a moment, and no hands were turned toward her…. 
Their appearance is blacker than soot, they are not recognized in the streets; their 
skin is shriveled on their bones, it is withered, it has become like wood. Better are 



those slain with the sword than those slain with hunger; for they pine away, being 
stricken for lack of the fruits of the field. The hands of compassionate women 
boiled their own children; They became food for them because of the destruction 
of the daughter of my people. The Lord has accomplished His wrath, He has 
poured out His fierce anger; And He has kindled a fire in Zion which has 
consumed its foundations. The kings of the earth did not believe, nor did any of 
the inhabitants of the world, that the adversary and the enemy could enter the 
gates of Jerusalem. Because of the sins of her prophets and the iniquities of 
her priests, who have shed in her midst the blood of the righteous.  
(Lamantations 4:6-13) 
 
The historical context of Lamantations is that Babylon has just destroyed 
Jerusalem in 586 BC and many Jews of the southern kingdom of Judah have been 
exiled to Babylonia, including the prophet Jeremiah who laments the judgment that 
has befallen his nation. And what was the sin of Judah? The shedding of the 
blood of the righteous. And what would their punishment be? Receiving the 
“wrath” and “fierce anger” of the Lord when he allowed the enemy (Babylon) to 
enter the gates of Jerusalem and “consume its foundations”.  
(Cp. Luke 21:20-22) 
 
The disciples knew the scriptures and were no doubt familiar with these historical 
events. Therefore, when Jesus prophesied that he would “avenge the blood of 
the prophets” on the Jews of his generation for their plundering of the people 
and their murder of their prophets, he was intending for them to understand 
that national judgment and the total desolation of the “house” of Israel would 
come upon them in their lifetime (their generation) just as it had come upon 
Ahab and Judah years before for the very same sins.  
 
And catch this, in Lamantations 4:12 it says that none of them thought that the 
enemy could enter the gates of Jerusalem, 
 
It is in this same spirit of pride that the disciples, like the Jews in Jeremiah’s day, 
came to Jesus to “point out” (show) the temple buildings to him. (Mathew 24:1) It 
was as if they were saying in somewhat of a rebuke, “Look at these stones 
Jesus, this is Yahweh’s house, there is no way that the enemy can enter the 
gates of Jerusalem.” 
 
One more point regarding “this generation”. Many scholars and bible students have 
seen the parallels between the 40 years of “testing and judgment” in both the 
old and new testaments. Here is what I mean.  



Just as the faithless generation who had rejected the promised land of Canaan 
wandered in the wilderness for 40 years and eventually died there, so likewise, 
the faithless generation of Jesus’ day had rejected their Messiah, (their true 
promised land) and would wander for 40 years in the wilderness of Judaism 
until they eventually died there. 
 
We need to understand that when Jesus uses the phrase “this generation” he is 
using old testament language, specifically “exodus language”. He is 
specifically alluding the 40 year generation who were rejecting him and the 
new exodus he was initiating. And here is why….. 
 
Your sons shall be shepherds for forty years in the wilderness, and they 
will suffer for your unfaithfulness, until your corpses lie in the wilderness. 
According to the number of days which you spied out the land, forty days, for 
every day you shall bear your guilt a year, even forty years, and you will know 
My opposition ‘I, the Lord, have spoken, surely this I will do to all this evil 
congregation who are gathered together against Me. In this wilderness they 
shall be destroyed, and there they will die.’ (Numbers 14:33-35) 
 
In Numbers 14 the judgment was that the “evil congregation” was to wander 40 
years. Now watch the change of the language in Numbers 32…. 
 
So the Lord’s anger burned against Israel, and He made them wander in the 
wilderness forty years, until the entire generation of those who had done evil 
in the sight of the Lord was destroyed. Now behold, you have risen up in your 
fathers’ place, a brood of sinful men, to add still more to the burning anger of the 
Lord against Israel. (Numbers 32:13-14) (cp. Mathew 23:31-33) 
 
Notice, “the evil congregation” has become “the evil generation” who wandered 
for 40 years in the wilderness. This is confirmed once again in the new 
testament…. 
 
Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “Today if you will hear his voice do not 
harden your hearts, as when they provoked me, as in the day of trial in the 
wilderness, where tour fathers tried me by testing me and saw my works for forty 
years. “Therefore, I was angry with that generation and said, they always go 
astray in their heart, and they do not know my ways” (Hebrews 3:7-10) 
 
Thus, scripture defines a biblical generation as “40 year generation”. This is 
how Jesus is using “this generation” in Mathew 24. He is prophesying that 



judgment will come on the generation who was rejecting him, just like judgment 
came in the generation who had rejected his Father in the wilderness. As we wrap 
up the introduction to this study, here is something amazing which connects the 40 
year parallels in a powerful way. 
 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! 
How often I wanted to gather your children together, the way a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. Behold, your house is being left 
to you desolate! (Mathew 23:37-38).  
 
The Greek word for desolate is “eramos” and means “a wilderness”. The temple 
and Judiasm itself had become a wilderness in which the faithless Jews of that 
generation would wander for 40 years until all who rejected the Lord were 
consumed in the judgment of Jerusalem and its inhabitants in AD70.  
 
In Numbers 32:13-15 Moses said “For if you turn away from following Him, He 
will once more abandon them in the wilderness, and you will destroy all these 
people” 
 
Then in Mathew 23:38 because the Jews had “turned away again” from following 
Yahweh Jesus said “Behold, your house is being left to you desolate (a 
wilderness) 
 
In other words, Yahweh in the person of His Son was again abandoning them 
in the wilderness because they had once again rejected their inheritance by 
refusing to be “gathered to the Lord”. This time the wilderness was not a 
geographical region near Sinai, but the wilderness of old covenant Judaism that 
had become a desert place, being void of the Spirit and cut off from the inheritance 
of Israel. 
 
I believe that what has been said above is powerful evidence that Jesus’ words 
“this generation” in Mathew 24 do not need to be reinterpreted to refer to a race of 
people or to a generation of people 2000 years beyond the generation he was 
speaking to. I believe in light of what we have seen, the phrase “this generation” 
can only refer Jesus’ contemporary generation, the generation who like their 
fathers had rejected the words of the Lord and would soon face the wrath and 
judgment of God at the end of the 2nd 40 year exodus. 
 
Therefore, this means that Jesus really did say that the great commission would be 
fulfilled within his first century generation. 



So the question is, can we prove this outside of the words of Jesus in Mathew 24? 
The emphatic answer is yes, as we shall now see…. 
 
Let’s now look at the parallel texts of Mathew’s great commission in the new 
testament. Just before his ascension, Jesus reiterated his prophecy of the great 
commission as a command as recorded in Mathew, Mark, Luke and Acts. 
 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations , baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit (Math.28:19) 
 
And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation (Mark 16:15) 
 
And that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be proclaimed in His name to 
all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. (Luke 24:47) 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth. (Acts 1:8)  
 
Jesus used five specific Greek words in his prophecies and commands of the great 
commission. Below is a chart that illustrates that the Greek words Jesus used to 
predict the great commission, are the exact same Greek words that the apostle 
Paul used to teach by the inspiration of the Spirit that the great commission 
had been fulfilled through the preaching of the apostles in the first century. 
 
JESUS’ PROPHECY/COMMAND PAUL’S INSPIRED FULFILMENT 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be 
preached in the whole world  
(Mathew 24:14) 
 
(world-oikoumene) 

Their voice has gone out to all the 
earth, and their words to the ends of the 
world (Romans 10:18) 
 
(world-oikoumene) 
 

And He said to them, “Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel  
(Mark 16:15) 
 
(world-kosmos) 

...the gospel, which has come to you, 
as indeed in the whole world  
(Colossians 1:6) 
 
(world-kosmos) 
 



As a witness to all nations  
(Mathew 24:14) 
 
Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations (Mathew 28:19) 
 
And that repentance for forgiveness of 
sins would be proclaimed in His name to 
all the nations (Luke 24:47) 
 
(nations-ethnos) 
 

but has now been disclosed and 
through the prophetic writings has 
been made known to all nations, 
according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the 
obedience of faith (Romans 16:26) 
 
 
 
 
(nations-ethnos) 

You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth. (Acts 1:8)  
 
(earth-ge) 
 

Their voice has gone out to all the 
earth (Romans 10:18) 
 
 
(earth-ge) 

and preach the gospel to all creation 
(Mark 16:15) 
 
 
(creation-ktisis) 

the gospel that you heard, which has 
been proclaimed in all creation under 
heaven  (Colossians 1:6, 23) 
 
(creation-ktisis) 
 

 
The above chart is in my opinion, powerfully persuasive. One needs to wonder 
what more could the Holy Spirit could have said through Paul to communicate to 
the first century readers (and to us) that the great commission had in fact been 
fulfilled prior to the fall of Jerusalem in AD70. Seriously, think about it…. 
 
Another way that scripture teaches that the great commission was fulfilled in the 
first century is from the book of Acts itself. 
 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of 
the earth. (Acts 1:8) 
 
In chapter 2 we see the gospel going to Jerusalem and Judea first. 



Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation 
under heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were 
bewildered, because each one was hearing them speak in his own 
language.....both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear them 
telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God (Acts.2:5-6, 11) 
 
Pentacost was also when the “gospel seeds” were planted in “every nation under 
heaven”.  
 
Then in chapter 8 the gospel went to Samaria…. 
 
Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ.  
(Acts 8:5) 
 
So, when they had solemnly testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they started 
back to Jerusalem, and were preaching the gospel to many villages of the 
Samaritans. (Acts 8:25) 
 
Then during Paul’s defense before King Agrippa, he rehearses how he had 
personally visited these geographical regions with the gospel, thus doing his 
part to fulfill the great commission. 
 
Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but 
declared first to those in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all the 
region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, 
performing deeds in keeping with their repentance. (Acts 26:19-20) 
 
There is one last point that we should understand concerning the great commission. 
In Acts 1:8 when Jesus used the phrase “to the ends of the earth (ge)”, he was 
simply using common language of the day that a first century audience would have 
clearly understood. Jesus actually used this very phrase earlier in his ministry. 
 
The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and 
condemn it, for she came from the ends of the earth (ge) to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon, and behold, something greater than Solomon is here (Math.12:42) 
 
Did Jesus mean that the queen of Sheeba came from literally the other side of the 
globe to hear the wisdom of Solomon? No, scripture tells us that she came from 
“the south”, most believe she came from Ethiopia. So what did Jesus mean?  
 



The below quote is from an internet article which helps to explain: 
 
“As has long been recognized, the book of Acts was organized to depict, among 
other things, the geographical progress of the Christian message from 
Jerusalem through Judea and Samaria to the lands of Syria, Asia Minor, 
Greece and Rome. In this respect, it presents the expansion of the Christian 
witness from the center of Judaism to the center of the Roman Empire, from 
the mission to Palestinian Jews to the mission to Jews and Gentiles of the 
diaspora. The “Ends of the Earth” is a figurative expression (an idiom) based on 
the geographical reality of the most distant parts of the earth from whatever 
point may be treated as central. In the context of the first century and of the great 
commission, the "end of the earth" could refer to none other than Rome” 
 
In a vision, the Lord reveals to Paul this very thing.  
 
The following night the Lord stood by him (Paul) and said, "Take courage, for as 
you have testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in 
Rome." (Acts 23:11) 
 
From a first century context, to testify from Jerusalem to Rome was the same as 
saying from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. As far as the Jews were 
concerned, Jerusalem was the center of their world, and the far reaches of the 
Roman empire was as far as that world went. 
 
As we close, below is an example of how the popular interpretation of Mathew 
24:15 contradicts other portions of scripture. 
 
“This gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world…” (oikoumene) 
(Mathew 24:14) 
 
“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cesar 
Augustus, that all the world (oikoumene) should be taxed. (Luke 2:1 KJV) 
 
Both Luke 2:1 and Mathew 24:14 use the same word for world, which is 
“oikoumene”. But if in Mathew 24 “world” means the entire globe as is commonlt 
taught, then to be consistent in our interpretation we must say that the “entire 
globe” was taxed in the days of Rome. 
 
This was obviously not the case. Below we can see the proper interpretation for 
Luke 2:1 in the NLT. 



At that time the Roman Emperor Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken 
throughout the whole Roman empire (oikoumene) (Luke 2:1 NLT) 
 
Just as the entire globe/world wasn’t taxed in the first century, neither did the 
gospel go to Canada, Australia, or Iceland. But, the entire know-world of that 
time which was the Roman empire had experienced both taxes and the gospel 
of the kingdom. So let’s read Mathew 24:15 again. 
 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached throughout the whole Roman 
empire as a testimony to all the nations (within the Roman empire) and then 
the end will come. (Math.24:14) 
 
I believe our examination of the biblical evidence for a first century fulfilment of 
the great commission has proven powerful and conclusive. According to 
scripture, the great commission to preach the gospel of the kingdom in all the 
world had without a doubt been fully accomplished and therefore fulfilled 
within the first century generation and prior to the fall of Jerusalem in AD70.  
 
And in my opinion, this is the beauty of this interpretation: 
 
It vindicates and honors the words of our Lord who said of the great commission, 
“all these things will come upon this generation”. (Mathew 24:14, 34). The great 
commission has been fulfilled and the gospel of the kingdom has preached in all 
the world as a witness of the end, just like Jesus promised. And therefore, the end 
has come. Praise our Lord for his faithfulness. 
 
This concludes part 1 of this study.  
 
 
The “End” in Mathew 24 from the perspective of a Fulfilled 

Great Commission 
 
 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all the nations, and then the end will come. (Mathew 24:14) 
 
Let’s begin by once again asking ourselves a couple of questions. What did Jesus 
mean by “the gospel of the kingdom’? Since the good news of the kingdom had 



in fact been preached in “all the world”, we need to understand why it was called 
good news. 
 
Now after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching 
the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 
at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:14-15) 
 
Mark records Jesus as defining the gospel as the “gospel of the kingdom of God”.  
Remember, Jesus came as a minister to the circumcision to confirm the promises 
made to the fathers (Romans 15:8). So where is Jesus drawing his language of the 
kingdom of God from? In other words, what old testament promise is he 
confirming? 
 
Jesus was drawing directly from Daniel’s prophecy of the establishment of the 
Messianic kingdom made without hands. When did Daniel say that the kingdom 
of God would be established and the saints would receive it?  
 
In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will 
never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will 
crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.  
(Daniel 2:44) 
 
Until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of 
the Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the 
kingdom. (Daniel 7:22) 
 
Daniel emphatically places the time of the establishment of the kingdom of 
God in the days of the 4th beast, the Roman empire. It’s no wonder that Luke 
goes to great pains to point out that they were living in the days when the 4th beast 
(Rome) was in power. 
 
Now in the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, when Pontius Pilate was 
governor of Judea, and Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip was 
tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias was tetrarch of 
Abilene, in the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to 
John, the son of Zacharias, in the wilderness. (Luke 3:1-2) 
 
So when Jesus came preaching to Israel in the days of the Roman empire (the 4th 
beast) and says “the time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand, believe the 



gospel”, he is saying “the time for the establishment of the kingdom of God 
that the prophet Daniel predicted is here, this is your good news, believe it”!  
 
Now, I think we can all agree that Jesus connected the great commission with 
“the end”. But what’s the connection? 
 
The Greek word for testimony in Mathew 24:14 is “martyrion” which also means 
“a witness”. So according to Jesus, the fulfilment of the great commission would 
be a witness and a testimony to the nations that the “end” was about to come. 
Said another way, the great commission served as a “sign of the end”. And after 
all, isn’t that what his disciples asked for? It is, and specifically, they asked for a 
sign of “the end of the age”.  
 
Tell us, when will these things happen, and what will be the sign of Your 
coming, and of the end of the age?” (Mathew 24:3) 
 
So the fulfilment of the great commission would be a sign to that generation 
that the end was near. In other words, the generation who witnessed the great 
commission would know that the “end of the age” was near. And Jesus said the 
“end” would come within his generation. Let’s look at a few texts. 
 
Tell us…. what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?.…. 
this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to 
all the nations, and then the end will come…. Truly I say to you, this generation 
will not pass away until all these things take place.  
(Math.24:3, 14, 24) 
 
So not only did Jesus say that the end of the age would occur within his 
generation, but in response to his disciples question he said that the fulfilment of 
the great commission would be a sign and a witness that the age was about to 
end. When we combine these 2 facts, we have powerful reason to believe that the 
“end of the age” in Mathew 24 may not refer to the end of the Christian age. 
 
So the question becomes, what did the disciples and Jesus mean by “the end of 
the age”? What age were they referring to? 
 
Let’s think about the following questions…. 
 
What “age” were the disciples living in at that time, the Mosiac/old covenant 
age or the Christian age? (Galatians 4:4) 



 
What “age” did that then-present temple represent, the Mosiac/old covenant 
age or the Christian age? (John 4:21-24) 
 
What would the destruction Jerusalem and the temple mean or signify to a 
Jew of the 1st century? Would they understand it as the end of the then-present 
Mosiac/old covenant age, or as the end of the Christian age which had not even 
begun yet? 
(Luke 21:20-22 cp. Deuteronomy 32:20-43, Isaiah 34:4-8, Isaiah 35, 59, 61-63) 
 
I believe that the answers to these questions are self-evident. I believe that when 
Jesus prophesied of the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in Mathew 24:2, 
his disciples were right to connect the end of their then-present Mosiac age with 
that Divine judgment. The end of Judiasm would be the end of that age. 
 
Therefore, consider that the “end of the age” of Mathew 24 does not refer to the 
end of the present Christian age sometime in our future, but rather, it refers 
to the end of the then-present Mosiac/old covenant age which would end in the 
complete destruction of Jerusalem in AD70 within that generation, just like 
Jesus had promised. I submit that this is the only interpretation that honors both 
the historical context and the words of Jesus.  
 
If the “end of the age” really was the Mosiac/old covenant age of the first century 
which was to come to an end within the lifetime of the first century generation, 
then we should expect the writers of the new testament to teach this very thing. 
In other words, we should find in the new testament writings the “language of 
an imminent end”. On the other hand, if the “end of the age” in Mathew 24 is the 
end of the present Christian age (as some understand it to be), then we should 
expect to find in writings of the new testament the “language of delay” or “non-
imminence”. 
 
Let’s take a look at a very small sampling of the many that could be referenced. 
 
Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the 
world; but now once at the consummation (synteleia) of the ages He has been 
manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself. (Hebrews (9:26) 
 
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our 
instruction, upon whom the ends (telos) of the ages have come (1Cor.10:11) 
(Read in the NLT) 



I think then that this is good in view of the present distress, that it is good for a 
man to remain as he is. But this I say, brethren, the time (kairos) has been 
shortened, (cp. Mathew 24:22) so that from now on those who have wives should 
be as though they had none and those who weep, as though they did not weep; and 
those who rejoice, as though they did not rejoice; and those who buy, as though 
they did not possess; and those who use the world, as though they did not make full 
use of it; for the form of this world (kosmos) is passing away. (1 Corinthians 
7:26-31) (Read in the NLT) 
 
God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in 
many ways, in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed 
heir of all things, through whom also He made the world. (Hebrews 1:1-2)  
(Read in the NLT) 
 
But this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel. And it shall come to 
pass in the last days that I will pour forth of my Spirit….” (Acts 2:16-17)  
(Read in the NLT) 
 
For He was foreknown before the foundation of the world, but has appeared in 
these last times for the sake of you (1 Peter 1:20) (Read in the NLT) 
 
The end (telos) of all things is near (eggizo); therefore, be of sound judgment and 
sober spirit for the purpose of prayer (1 Peter 4:7) (cp. Mathew 24:20) 
 
The world (kosmos) is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the 
will of God lives forever. Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that 
antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared (cp. Mathew 
24:24); from this we know that it is the last hour. (1 John 2:17-18) 
 
When He said, “A new covenant” He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready (eggys) to disappear.  
(Hebrews 8:13) (cp. Mathew 5:17-18) 
 
Even from this very short list, it should be evident that the apostolic writers 
expected the “end” to come within their lifetime. And, if it wasn’t the “end” of 
the Mosiac/old covenant age, then what “end” was it?  
 
So let’s connect the dots…. 
 



1. Jesus said that both the great commission and the end of the age would 
be fulfilled within his generation. (Mathew 24:3,14,34) 

 
2. Jesus said that the fulfilment of the great commission would be a sign 

that the end of the age was near. (Mathew 24:3,14) 
 

3. The apostles tell us through the inspiration of the Spirit that the great 
commission had been fulfilled prior to the fall of Jerusalem in the first 
century. 

 
4. Knowing that the great commission had been fulfilled which signified 

that the end of the age was near, the apostles clearly and emphatically 
taught that the “end of the age” was near. 

 
5. Therefore, unless Jesus and all his apostles were wrong, this means the great 

commission was fulfilled in the first century which was the sign that the end 
of the old covenant age was near, and which did come to an end in AD70 
when Judah was judged and Jerusalem destroyed for shedding the blood of 
Jesus and his apostles and prophets. 

 
Phrases such as “the last days”, the last times, the last hour, and the “end of all 
things” etc., are simply different ways of expressing the same thing…. the end 
of the old covenant/Mosiac age. Think about it, isn’t it only logical that the last 
times, the last days, and the last hour all referred to last days, last times, and the 
last hour of the that old covenant age that Jesus said would end within that 
generation? To me this is not only biblical, its logical, and historically responsible.  
 
So what does all this mean?  
 
It means that the great commission to preach the gospel of the kingdom into all the 
world as a witness (sign) to all nations was given for a specific purpose, and was 
to be accomplished within a certain period of time.  
 
The disciples had 1 generation (40 years, 30-70AD) to proclaim to Israel 
throughout the entire known-world that their kingdom was at hand, which was a 
sign to them that the end of her mosaic/old covenant age had drawn near. And 
in fulfilment of prophecy, before the 40 year generation had expired, all Israel who 
were scattered throughout the Roman empire had heard the good news that their 
kingdom was near and had therefore been given the opportunity to receive it. At 
the end of the 40 year generation the end of the age came, and Jerusalem was 



judged along with her unfaithful children. But the true Israel, the remnant after the 
flesh and the gentiles, who had heard the gospel of the kingdom and had received 
it, they were delivered from wrath and judgment and were given the kingdom as 
their eternal Abrahamic inheritance in Christ. 
 
So here is the difference…. 
From AD30 until the destruction of Jerusalem in AD70, the gospel of the Kingdom 
was that the old covenant was coming to its close, and the kingdom of Messiah 
had drawn near. Today and for the last 1947 years, the gospel is and will continue 
to be that the old age has ended and the kingdom of Messiah has come. 
 
So, let’s go into all the world and tell all nations that the end has come, and 
God has restored the kingdom to Israel. 
 
There is one last thing point which confirms the present kingdom of God. The 
great commission in the new testament was based on an old testament promise 
made to Israel and was connected to her restoration. 
 
They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the earth will be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord As the waters cover the sea. (Isaiah 11:9) 
 
What is equally important to understand is that Jesus came in his incarnation to 
confirm the old covenant promises made to the father. 
 
For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth 
of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers (Romans 15:8) 
 
What this means is that when Jesus prophesies of the great commission in Mathew 
24, he was confirming to Israel the promise of Isaiah 11 which was made to 
their fathers. In other words, the great commission was proof that Isaiah 11 
was being fulfilled and the restoration of Israel was taking place through the 
establishment of the Kingdom of God in Christ. 
 
 
The End 
Dan Dery 
 
 
 


