
THE LAST DAYS & THE END OF THE AGE 
ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE  

 
The modern confusion surrounding the biblical “last days” is the direct result of improper teaching 
concerning the “end of the age”. Jesus and the New Testament writers (as well as the prophets, 
whom we do not explore in this article simply for the sake of brevity) place the last days and the 
end of the age not at the “end of time” or the end of a “church/new covenant age”, but at the end 
of Israel’s Old Covenant age which culminated in the destruction of Jerusalem in AD70.  
 
The fact is, the bible teaches neither the “end of the world” (Jeremiah 31:31-36, 33:14-21, Psalm 
89:26-37, Psalm 78:69, Psalm 104:5, Ecclesiastics 1:4), nor an end to the “church/new covenant age” 
(which has no end - 2 Samuel 7:12-14, Isaiah 9:6-7, Luke 1:31-33, Hebrews 12:22-29). The 
eschatology of the bible is the “time of the end” (Daniel 12:4,7,13 Matthew 24:2-3,13-14,34), when 
Israel’s Old Covenant age under Torah would find fulfillment, and thus cease to exist. Biblically 
speaking, the “last days” were “Israel’s last days” Deuteronomy 32, Isaiah 2:2-4, Hosea 3:5, Micah 4:1-
4, Joel 2:28-32 - quoted by Peter in Acts 2:16-21), which would bring an end to their exile through 
the establishment of reign of God under the new covenant. Please keep an open mind and heart 
as you read what follows….  
 
The chart below demonstrates that prior to the cross, the first century disciples were living in the 
“last days” and the “end of the age”.  
 

BEFORE THE CROSS BEFORE THE CROSS 
The end of the age  

(Hebrews 9:26) 
The last days  

(Hebrews 1:1-2) 
 
Based on these facts, consider the following argument: 
-Jesus appeared in both the last days (Hebrews 1:1-2), and the end of the age. (Hebrews 9:26) 
-But, Jesus appeared under the Old Covenant age (under the Law - Galatians 4:4) 
-Therefore, Jesus must have appeared in the last days of the Old Covenant age. Which means; prior to the cross, 
Jesus and his first century disciples were living in the last days of the Old Covenant age. 
 
The next chart demonstrates that after the day of Pentecost, the first century disciples continued 
to live in both the “last days”, and the “end of the age”. 
 

AFTER PENTECOST AFTER PENTECOST 
The end of the age  

(1 Corinthians 10:11) 
The last days  
(Acts 2:15-17) 

 
Based on these facts, consider the next argument: 
-The first century disciples were living at the end of the age after the day of Pentecost.  
(1 Corinthians 10:11) 
-But, the first century disciples were also living in the last days after the day of Pentecost. 
(Acts 2:15-17) 
-Therefore, the first century disciples were living in both the last days and the end of the age after the day of Pentecost. 



Based on what we have seen above, consider the following argument: 
-The first century disciples were living in the last days of the Old Covenant age prior to the cross. 
-But, the first century disciples were also living in the last days of the end of the age after the day 
of Pentecost. 
-Therefore, the Old Covenant could not have ended at the cross, but must have continued through the cross and past 
the day of Pentecost. Meaning, the last days of the Old Covenant age existed both prior to the cross and after the day 
of Pentecost.  
 
The question then becomes; does the bible really teach that the Old Covenant age continue 
through the cross, and past Pentecost? If so, then we have very strong evidence which suggests that 
all references to the “last days” and the “end of the age” in the New Testament do not refer to the “end of time” or to 
the end of a “church/new covenant age”, but to the final years of the Old Covenant age of Judaism. Said another 
way, if the Old Covenant age continued past Pentecost, then logically, the expectation of “the end” 
in the New Testament was simply their expectation of the end of the Old Covenant age and its 
Mosaic order. So, let’s find out….  
 
1 Corinthians 2:6-8 
Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor of the 
rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom 
which God predestined before the ages to our glory; the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has 
understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
 
Now ask yourself, who were the “rulers of this age” who “crucified the Lord of glory”? We find the 
definitive answer in both Acts 3 and Acts 13. 
 
Acts 3:12-15,17 
But when Peter saw this, he replied to the people, “Men of Israel, why are you amazed at this, or 
why do you gaze at us, as if by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified His servant Jesus, the one whom you delivered and disowned 
in the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release Him. “But you disowned the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, but put to death the Prince of life, the one 
whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses…. And now, brethren, I know that you 
acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also. 
 
Acts 13:26-29 
Brethren, sons of Abraham’s family, and those among you who fear God, to us the message of this 
salvation has been sent. For those who live in Jerusalem, and their rulers, recognizing neither Him nor 
the utterances of the prophets which are read every Sabbath, fulfilled these by condemning Him. And 
though they found no ground for putting him to death, they asked Pilate that He be executed. When they 
had carried out all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the cross and laid 
Him in a tomb. 
 
Paul’s “rulers of this age” were the Jewish rulers (religious leaders) of the Old Covenant age who 
were still at that time ruling the Old Covenant “world” through Torah, as instituted by Jehovah. 
Through ignorance of their prophetic scriptures and the “hidden wisdom” of God, they had 
condemned and crucified the Lord of glory. In their zeal for Jehovah which was not according to 
knowledge, they had not “subjected themselves to the righteousness of God” (Romans 10:1-3). 



The following parallel chart illustrates the connections between all three passages. 
 

2 CORINTHIANS 2:6-8 ACTS 3:13-17 ACTS 13:26-29 
Rulers of “this age” Jewish rulers  Jewish rulers  

Wisdom not understood  Acted in ignorance  Prophets not recognized  
Crucified the Lord of glory  Put to death Prince of Life  Condemned /executed Jesus  

 
This being established, consider the following syllogistic argument: 
-The rulers of Paul’s “this age” had crucified Jesus in ignorance. 
-But, it was the first century Jewish leaders who had crucified Jesus in ignorance. 
-Therefore, the rulers of Paul’s “this age” were the first century Jewish leaders, who had crucified Jesus in ignorance. 
 
This being true, notice what logically follows: 
-Paul’s “this age” was ruled by the first century Jewish leaders. 
-But, the first century Jewish leaders ruled the Old Covenant age of Judaism governed by the Law. 
-Therefore, Pauls’ “this age” was the Old Covenant age of Judaism, which the first century Jewish leaders ruled 
through the Law. 
 
This is undeniable proof that the Old Covenant age continued through the cross and past 
Pentecost, even into Pauls’ then-present day. This is powerful evidence indeed that all references 
to the “last days” and the “end of the age” in the New Testament do not refer to the “end of time” 
or to the end of a “church/new covenant age” (which have no end), but to the final years of the 
Old Covenant age of Judaism. This agrees perfectly with the words of Jesus.  
 
According the Master, the Old Covenant age would remain in existence until all Old Testament prophesy had 
been fulfilled (Mathew 5:17-18), and that all Old Testament prophecy (“all that had been written”) would be 
fulfilled at the fall of Jerusalem in AD70 (Luke 21:20-32). Meaning, the “last days” and the “end of the age” 
were the final years (40 years - marking a second exodus period) prior to the fall of Jerusalem in AD70, which 
marked the end and fulfillment of the Old Covenant age of Judaism. 
 
The fact that the Old Covenant age remained in existence throughout the lifetime of the New 
Testament writers is further validated by the fact that the Old Covenant itself had at that time not been 
removed. After all, why would the Old Covenant be removed prior to the end of the Old Covenant 
age? Does it not make sense that the Old Covenant which governed that “old age” would continue 
in existence until the end of that age? Well, that’s not just logical, it’s biblical. Below are a few texts 
which clearly teach that the Old Covenant also remained in effect decades after the day of 
Pentecost. 
 
Hebrews 8:13 
When He said, “A new covenant”, He has made the first obsolete. But whatever is becoming obsolete and 
growing old is ready to disappear. 
 
There a few things which must be noticed about this text. First, when the writer of Hebrews says, 
“When He said, “A new covenant”, He has made the first obsolete”, he is referring to what Jeremiah 
said in Jeremiah 31:31. In other words, the first covenant had already become “obsolete” (old, 
worn out) back in Jeremiah’s day when he spoke those words. And clearly, the old covenant had 
not been passed away at that time. Second, notice the present tense in Hebrews 8:13. The old 



covenant was “becoming obsolete”, that is, it was still in the process of wearing out. And third, it was 
“ready” (ready is the Greek word “eggys”, which means “near/soon”) to disappear. In other words, 
the Old Covenant was at that time still in the process of becoming old and wearing out, and due to the arrival of the 
New Covenant, it was “soon” to completely vanish away. Let’s look at another….  
 
Hebrews 12:18,22,26-28 
For you have not come to a mountain that can be touched and to a blazing fire, and to darkness and gloom and 
whirlwind…. But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
myriads of angels…. And His voice shook the earth then, but now He has promised, saying, “Yet 
once more and I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven” This expression “Yet once more,” 
denotes the removing of those things which can be shaken, as of created things, so that those things which cannot be 
shaken may remain.  
 
In Hebrews 12, the writer is contrasting the two “covenant worlds” represented by two mountains 
(Sinai and Zion). But, according to Paul in Galatians 4:21-31, these two mountains correspond to 
the old and new covenants. Therefore the “shaking” and “removing” of “created things” refers to 
the final destruction and removal of the Old Covenant. Thus, if the Old Covenant had not yet 
been shaken and removed at the time of this epistle, then clearly, the Old Covenant had continued 
in existence through the cross and past the day of Pentecost.  
 
2 Corinthians 3:9-12 (Read in NKJV) 
For if the ministry of condemnation had glory, the ministry of righteousness exceeds much more in glory. For 
even what was made glorious had no glory in this respect, because of the glory that excels. For if 
what is passing away was glorious, what remains is much more glorious. Therefore, since we have such hope, 
we use great boldness of speech. 
 
In verse 11 of 2 Corinthians 3, Paul clearly states in the present tense that the old covenant (the 
ministry of condemnation) was still at that time in the process of passing away; “For if what is passing 
away…” This explains his “hope” in the next verse. The hope of the New Testament church was 
the full arrival of the New Covenant order with its blessing of righteousness (2 Peter 3:13) following 
the fulfillment and removal of the Old Covenant which could never bring righteousness to anyone.  
 
Hebrews 9:6-10 
Now when these things have been so prepared, the priests are continually entering the outer tabernacle 
performing the divine worship, but into the second, only the high priest enters once a year, not 
without taking blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in 
ignorance. The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet been disclosed while 
the outer tabernacle is still standing, which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly, both gifts and 
sacrifices are offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience, since they relate only 
to food and drink and various washings, regulations for the body imposed until a time of reformation. 
 
In Hebrews 9 the writer taught that the “regulations” of the Old Covenant system were at that 
time continuing to be imposed upon Israel until the “time of reformation” (the eschatological restoration under 
the Messiah). And finally, going back to Galatians 4, Paul clearly taught that the Old Covenant 
(Hagar) and her sons (Ishmael - the fleshly seed of Israel) had not yet been “cast out”. Only when the 
Old Covenant and its citizens were cast out, could the sons of the New Covenant inherit the 



blessing of Abraham. That is why Paul could say that they were still at that time “waiting for the hope 
of righteousness” (Galatians 5:5, cp. with 2 Peter 3:13). 
 
Galatians 4:22-25,30 
For it is written that Abraham had two sons, one by the bondwoman and one by the free woman. But 
the son by the bondwoman was born according to the flesh, and the son by the free woman through 
the promise. This is allegorically speaking, for these women are two covenants: one proceeding from 
Mount Sinai bearing children who are to be slaves; she is Hagar. Now this Hagar is Mount Sinai in 
Arabia and corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for she is in slavery with her children…. But what does the 
Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and her son, For the son of the bondwoman shall not be an 
heir with the son of the freewoman.” 
 
Galatians 5:5 
For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness. 
 
Thus, the New Testament writers were clear and unambiguous, the Old Covenant and the Old 
Covenant age both remained in existence past the day of Pentecost and during their lifetime. Until 
the “shadows” of the “good things about to come” (Colossians 2:16-17, Hebrews 10:1) were 
fulfilled and replaced by the “substance” in Christ, they continued to be imposed until the full 
establishment of the new covenant kingdom age (the time of reformation - Hebrews 10:9). With 
the above considered, the position that all references to the “last days” and the “end of the age” in 
the New Testament refer to the final years of the Old Covenant age of Judaism becomes not just 
highly plausible, but virtually undeniable. I believe that the final following chart will validate this 
position: 
 

THE “END” IN THE  
NEW TESTAMENT 

THE “END” OF THE  
OLD COVENANT 

THE “END” OF THE OLD 
“WORLD” (JUDAISM) 

These (those) last times  
(1 Peter 1:5,20) 

Was passing away  
(2 Corinthians 3:11) 

The form of the world was 
passing away 

(1 Corinthians 7:31) 
These (those) last days  

(Hebrews 1:1-2, Acts 2:17) 
Was ready to vanish away 

(Hebrews 8:13) 
The world was passing away  

(1 John 2:17) 
It is (was) the  

last hour  
(1 John 2:18) 

Was being shaken  
and removed 

(Hebrews 12:26-27) 

The darkness was  
passing away  
(1 John 2:18) 

The end of the age in  
Jesus’ generation  
(Mathew 24:3,34) 

Was about to be cast out 
(Galatians 4:30) 

The end of all things  
was at hand  
(1 Peter 4:7) 

 
In conclusion: 
Since both the Old Covenant and the Old Covenant age remained decades after Pentecost, then 
the imminent expectation of the “end of the age” must refer to the end of the Old Covenant age, 
and the “end of the world” must refer to the end of the Old Covenant world of Judaism governed 
by the Law of Moses. Throughout his ministry, Jesus had told his disciples that some of them would 
live to see that very thing at the fall of Jerusalem within their lifetime. (Mathew 16:27-28, Matthew 



24:2-3,14,34 Luke 21:28-32). In fact, that historical event would signify the fulfillment of all that had 
been written….  
 
Luke 21:20-22,27-28,31-32 
But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near. Then those who 
are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in the midst of the city must leave, and 
those who are in the country must not enter the city; because these are days of vengeance, so that all things 
which are written will be fulfilled…. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory. But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption 
is drawing near…. So you also, when you see these things happening, recognize that the kingdom of God 
is near. Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all things take place. 
 
The last days and the end of the age was never about the “end of time” or the end of a “church/new 
covenant age”, but the end of Israel’s Old Covenant age which closed with the judgment 
destruction of Jerusalem in AD70. The New Covenant in Christ is the fulfillment of God’s new 
creation. The end has come and gone, and the age that was about to come (Hebrews 6:5) has arrived 
in Christ. 
 
 
Dan Dery 
I.F.E. 


