
MATHEW	16:27-28	=	2	TIMOTHY	4:1	
	
The following short study demonstrates the parallels between the words of Jesus and the apostle 
Paul, both of which were fulfilled in the first century. Here the two texts, one after another….  
 
Mathew 16:27-28 
For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will 
then repay every man according to His deeds. Truly I say to you, there are some of those 
who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His 
kingdom. 
 
2 Timothy 4:1 
I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 
and the dead, and by His appearing and his kingdom. 
 
Now notice the following chart….  

MATHEW 16:27-28 2 TIMOTHY 4:1 
The coming of the Son of Man The appearing of Jesus 
To judge the living and dead  

(to repay every man) 
To judge the living and the dead 

The establishment of the Kingdom The establishment of the Kingdom 
Fulfilled in the lifetime of Jesus’ first 

century disciples 
“About to be” fulfilled in 1st century 

(from the Greek word “mello”) 
	
It should be obvious that Paul was reiterating Jesus’ own prophesy of his second appearing 
(Hebrews 9:28), a prophecy that Jesus promised would be fulfilled in the lifetime of his 
contemporary disciples. And notice, Paul even agrees with the “time limitation” that Jesus placed 
on his second coming. Paul uses the Greek word “mello” which is translated “is to” in the NASB. 
However, “is to” is a poor translation of “mello”, and does not capture the full force of what Paul 
was communicating. The word “mello” means “to be about to, to be on the point of” etc. Below 
is the literal translation of the verse….  
 
2 Timothy 4:1 (YLT) 
I do fully testify, then, before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who is about to judge living and 
dead at his manifestation and his reign. 
 
We see the same translation of “mello” in the DBY (the Darby translation). 
 
“I testify before God and Christ Jesus, who is about to judge living and dead, and by his 
appearing and his kingdom”. 
 
Jesus promised that his coming in glory to establish his Kingdom and judge all men would occur 
in the lifetime of his first disciples. Paul, living in that same generation told Timothy that the 
coming of Jesus to establish his kingdom and judge all men was “about to” take place. Thus, we 
have perfect harmony between the two texts. Yet there is more. Consider the immediate context 
of Mathew 16:27-28. 



Jesus foretold his own suffering (16:21) and the suffering of his disciples (16:24-26) at the hands of 
the leaders in Jerusalem, followed by the coming of the Son of Man in judgment (16:27) and the 
reward of the Kingdom for those who had suffered (16:28). In other words, the Lord’s coming in 
judgment would be to punish the persecutors and to vindicate and reward the persecuted, the 
righteous. It is in this exact framework that Paul quotes Jesus in 2 Timothy 4:1. As a matter of 
fact, 2 Timothy 2:11-12 is Paul’s paraphrase of Jesus’ words in Mathew 16:24-25. Consider the 
following chart: 
 

2 Timothy 2:11-12 Mathew 16:24-25 
Those who died with Him would live 

with Him (2:11) 
Those who would lose their life would  

find it (16:25) 
Those who would endure would reign 

with Him (2:12) 
Those who would follow Him would 

“come after Him” (16:24) 
Those who denied Him, He would deny 

(2:12) 
Those who would save their life would 

lose it (16:25) 
 
Just prior to these words, Paul encourages Timothy to join him in his sufferings for the gospel 
(1:8,12 2:3) which would result in salvation and eternal glory (2:10). It was through death to sin 
and sufferings in the flesh that they would reign with Him (2:11-12), and gain entrance into His 
heavenly Kingdom (4:18). Paul like Jesus, understood that the second appearing (coming) of Jesus 
to be His coming in judgment to punish the persecutors of the Church, and to reward the 
righteous with the Kingdom. And significantly, Paul identified Alexander the coppersmith as one 
of those persecutors…. 
 
2 Timothy 4:14 
“Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm….” 
 
Then, in the second half of the verse Paul quotes Jesus verbatim from Mathew 16:27 concerning 
the judgment that was about to come on Alexander….  
 
2 Timothy 4:14 
Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his 
deeds. 
 
To summarize: Jesus promised that His second coming in judgement and reward would be 
accomplished in the lifetime of his contemporary generation. Paul said that very judgment and 
reward was “about to be” accomplished in the first century, and that Alexander the coppersmith 
- a persecutor of the Church - would be “repaid according to his deeds”. The implication is, 
Alexander was about to suffer the judgement of Mathew 16:27 for his persecution of the saints in 
his own lifetime. Paul’s letter to Timothy reveals that the fulfillment of Jesus’ prophecy in 
Mathew 16:27-28 was about to be fulfilled in his lifetime. As the result of the then-ongoing 
persecution of the saints, the Lord was about to “come in the glory of the Father, with his angels” 
in judgement upon those persecutors and reward his saints through the full establishment of the 
Kingdom of God. All this was accomplished no later than the fall of Jerusalem in AD70. 
 
Dan Dery 


