
MATHEW 24 = LUKE 17 
 

Some commentators suggest that Jesus’ Olivet Discourse in Mathew 24 is a divided 
discourse. According to most who take this position, Mathew 24:2-34 refers to the 
events which precede and consummate in the judgment and destruction of 
Jerusalem at the coming of the Son of Man in AD70. But, Mathew 24:35-51 
(including all of chapter 25) refers to events sometime in our future, immediately 
prior to a supposed visibly bodily second coming of Jesus at the “end of time”.  
 
However, a brief comparative study between Mathew 24 and Luke 17 completely 
falsifies this teaching. For those divide Mathew 24, regardless of where exactly they 
divide it, the following chart should be considered: 
 

MATHEW 24:1-36  
(1st section) 

MATHEW 24:37-44  
(2nd section) 

LUKE 17 
(united prophecy) 

The coming of the Son of 
Man on the clouds of Heaven 

(24:30) 

For the coming of the Son of 
Man as the days of Noah 

(24:37,44) 

The revealing of the Son of 
Man as the days of Noah 

(17:26,30) 
If anyone says here is Christ 

or there He is,  
don’t believe him 

(24:23) 

 They will say, look there, or 
look here…  

do not run after them 
(17:23) 

As the lighting comes from 
the east and flashes to the 

west, so will the coming of the 
Son of Man be 

(24:27) 

 As lightning flashes out of one 
part of heaven and shines to 
another, so will the Son of 

Man be in his day 
(17:24) 

 Eating, drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, until 

the day that Noah entered the 
ark, until the flood came and 
took them all away… so will 

the coming of the  
Son of Man be 

(24:38-39) 

Eating, drinking, marrying, 
and giving in marriage, until 

the day that Noah entered the 
ark, and the flood came and 

destroyed them all… so will it 
be when the Son of Man is 

revealed 
(17:27) 

Whoever is on the housetop 
must not go down to get the 

things out that are in his 
house. Whoever is in the field 
must not turn back to get his 

cloak 
(24:17-18) 

 The one who is on the 
housetop and whose goods 

are in the house must not go 
down to take them out…. 
The one who is in the field 

must not turn back 
(17:31) 

 There will be two men in the 
field; one will be taken and 

Two men will be in the field; 
one will be taken and the 



one will be left. Two women 
will be grinding at the mill; 

one will be taken and one will 
be left 

(24:40-41) 

other will be left. There will 
be two women grinding at the 
same place; one will be taken 

and the other will be left 
(17:25-26) 

They shall see the Son of 
Man “coming” 

(24:30) 

The day that the Son of Man 
“comes” 

(24:42,44) 

The day that the Son of Man 
is “revealed” 

(17:30) 
Wherever the corpse is, there 

the vultures will gather 
(24:28) 

 Where the body is there also 
the vultures will be gathered 

(17:37) 
Fulfilled in Jesus’ 

generation 
(24:34) 

  

 
It is obvious that Mathew 24 and Luke 17 are parallel prophesies. However, by 
virtually unanimous consensus Luke 17 is not a divided prophecy but an undivided 
prophecy, referring to the events immediately preceding the “revelation” 
(revealing) of the Son of Man. Consider a few facts which completely falsify all 
claims that Mathew 24 can be divided into 2 separate stages of fulfillment, 
separated by 2000 years.  
 
According to those who divide the prophecy, the fleeing from destruction (not 
coming down from the housetop/not coming back from the field - 24:17-18) takes 
place in the 1st section of Mathew 24 (before verse 34) and therefore occurs prior to 
the coming of the Son of Man in judgment against Jerusalem in AD70. 
 
But, the eating, drinking and marrying (24:38) as well as the one being 
taken and the other left (24:40) takes place in the 2nd section of the discourse, 
(after verse 34) and therefore supposedly occurs sometime in our future at the “end 
of time”, more than 2000 years after the fall of Jerusalem in AD70. As is obvious, 
they separate these events in the discourse by thousands of years.  
 
However, such a position is completely untenable. In Luke 17, the eating drinking 
and marrying, the fleeing from destruction, and the one left and one taken, were 
all same-time-events that were to occur when the Son of Man was revealed. 
(17:26-33) Notice….  
 
Luke 17:27,30-31,34 
They were eating, they were drinking, they were marrying, they were being given in marriage…. 
It will be just the same on the day that the Son of Man is revealed. On that day, the one who 
is on the housetop and whose goods are in the house must not go down to take them out; and 



likewise the one who is in the field must not turn back…. on that night there will be two in one 
bed; one will be taken and the other will be left. 
 
Therefore, since Mathew 24 and Luke 17 are parallel prophecies, and since Luke 
17 places the eating drinking and marrying, the fleeing from destruction, and the 
one being left and one being taken at the same time, then Mathew 24 - which 
contains all those elements/events - can’t be separated by 2000 years, but is in fact 
a united discourse which Jesus promised would be fulfilled in the lifetime of his own 
generation. 
 
Mathew 24:34 
 “…. This generation will not pass away until all these things take place”  
 
Now one more point to consider regarding the “revealing” of the Son of Man in 
Luke 17:30 and the unity of the Olivet discourse. 
 
In Mathew 24:30, Jesus said that they would “see” the Son of Man coming. In 
Luke 17, Jesus said that the Son of Man would be “revealed”. Would not their 
“seeing” the Son of Man be his “revealing” to them? What exactly is the difference 
between these two statements? I submit to you that conceptually there is no 
difference, and what follows will demonstrate this. 
 
The Greek word translated as “revealed” in Luke 17:30 is “apokalypto” and means 
“to uncover, to lay open, to make bear, to make known”. It is a form of the Greek 
word “apokalypsis”, translated as “revelation” in the Apocalypse of John which 
also means, “laying bare, a disclosure of truth, appearance”. What this means is 
that the revealing of the Son of Man in Luke 17:30 is the revelation of Jesus Christ 
in Revelation 1:1. This is confirmed by John just a few verses later….  
 
When the apostle John says, “He is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see 
him” (1:7), he is without doubt referring to the “revelation” of Jesus Christ just 
mentioned (1:1). In other words, his revelation would occur when those who 
pierced would “see” him coming with the clouds. And, since Revelation 1:7 is a 
direct quotation of Mathew 24:30, this means that the “revealing” of the Son of 
Man in Luke 17:30 took place when the first century generation “saw” the Son of 
Man coming of the clouds of heaven (Mathew 24:30).  
 
Consider the following: 
 
-The revealing of the Son of Man (Luke 17:30) = the Revelation of Jesus Christ 
(Revelation 1:1) 



-But, the Revelation of Jesus Christ = “seeing” the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of heaven (Revelation 1:7, Mathew 24:30) 
 
-Therefore, the revealing of the Son of Man (Luke 17:30) = “seeing” the 
Son of Man coming of the clouds of heaven (Mathew 24:30). 
 
With this established, consider the following: 
 
-The revealing of the Son of Man (Luke 17:30) = “seeing” the Son of Man coming 
of the clouds of heaven (Mathew 24:30). 
 
-But, the Son of Man would be “seen” coming of the clouds of heaven in Jesus’ 
contemporary generation (Mathew 24:30,34) 
 
-Therefore, the Son of Man would be “revealed” - as prophesied in 
Luke 17:30 - in the lifetime of Jesus’ contemporary generation.  
 
And, since the eating, drinking, marrying, the fleeing from destruction, and the one 
being taken and the one left, all take place before the “revealing” of the Son of 
man in Luke 17, then those same elements/events in Mathew 24 all find fulfillment 
before the Son of Man was “seen” (revealed) coming of the clouds of heaven, in 
the lifetime of Jesus’ contemporary generation.  
 
In conclusion: 
We have demonstrated that Mathew 24 is a united discourse and cannot be 
divided or separated into 2 stages of fulfillment spanning thousands of years. All of 
Mathew 24 concerns the judgment and fall of Jerusalem in AD70, which was the 
revelation of the coming of the Son of Man in power and great glory.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


