
ISRAEL’S SECOND EXODUS IN MATHEW 23 
 

In Numbers 32, the children of Israel had come to the plains of Moab by the Jordan opposite 
Jericho (26:3, 31:12). Israel had wandered in the wilderness for forty years until the entire 
congregation who had sinned against the Lord by rejecting their inheritance a generation earlier, 
has perished. As the new generation prepared to enter and inherit the land of promise, the sons 
of Reuben and Gad approached Moses and Eleazar the priest and said…. 
 
“…. the land which the Lord conquered before the congregation of Israel, is a land for livestock, and your 
servants have livestock…. If we have found favor in your sight, let this land be given to your 
servants as a possession; do not take us across the Jordan.” (Numbers 32:4-5) 
 
Moses feared the worst. In response to their request Moses said…. 
 
“Now why are you discouraging the sons of Israel from crossing over into the land which the 
Lord has given them? This is what your fathers did when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to see the 
land. For when they went up to the valley of Eshcol and saw the land, they discouraged the sons of 
Israel so that they did not go into the land which the Lord had given them…. So the Lord’s 
anger burned against Israel, and He made them wander in the wilderness forty years, until the entire 
generation of those who had done evil in the sight of the Lord was destroyed. Now behold, you have 
risen up in your fathers’ place, a brood of sinful men, to add still more to the burning anger of 
the Lord against Israel.” (Numbers 32:7-9,13-14 
 
Moses believed that Israel’s rejection of the land of promise - their inheritance - a generation 
earlier was about to be repeated. Moses called the tribes of Reuben and Gad a “brood of sinful 
men”, who had risen up in their father’s place to provoke the Lord to anger. These men of Israel 
denied that charge, and quickly pointed out that their request was not a repeat of the sin of their 
fathers. They approached Moses and said…. 
 
“…. We will build here sheepfolds for our livestock and cities for our little ones; but we ourselves will 
be armed ready to go before the sons of Israel, until we have brought them to their place, 
while our little ones live in the fortified cities because of the inhabitants of the land. We will not return 
to our homes until every one of the sons of Israel has possessed his inheritance. For we will 
not have an inheritance with them on the other side of the Jordan and beyond, because our inheritance 
has fallen to us on this side of the Jordan toward the east.” (Numbers 32:16-19) 
 
Moses is appeased. Israel would not repeat the sin that their fathers had committed in the 
wilderness by not “fully following” the Lord, (32:11) at least not now. Israel inherited the land of 
Canaan, and the tribes of Reuben and Gad the land of Jazer and Gilead before the Jordan. Yet, 
the warning of the Lord remained as a witness against them…. 
 
“For if you turn away from following Him, He will once more abandon them in the 
wilderness, and you will destroy all these people.” (Numbers 32:15) 
 
The “first-exodus-generation” did not experience another abandonment in the wilderness, that 
fate was reserved for a generation to come in the last days. What we see in the gospel according 



to Mathew is a “second-exodus-generation” who had risen up “in the place of their fathers” by 
refusing to fully follow Jesus; as a result, the Lord was about to “once again abandon them in the 
wilderness” resulting in the destruction of the entire nation.  
 
Notice the perfect parallels between how Moses described the generation that would reject their 
inheritance a second time, and how Jesus described the first century Jewish generation who was 
rejecting him.  
 

NUMBERS 32 MATHEW 23 
They would discourage (hinder) the 

sons of Israel from crossing over into 
the land (32:7) 

They shut of (hinder) the kingdom of 
heaven from people, not allowing them 

to go in (23:13) 
They would rise up in their father’s 

place (32:14) 
They were the sons of those who 
murdered the prophets (23:31) 

They would be a brood of  
sinful men (32:14) 

They were serpents,  
a brood of vipers (23:33) 

They would add more to the burning 
anger of the Lord against Israel (32:14) 

They would fill up the measure of their 
father’s sins (23:32) 

Also see 1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 
They would turn away from following 

the Lord (32:15) 
They had refused to be gathered 

together to the Lord (23:37) 
They would once more be abandoned 

in the wilderness (23:14) 
Their house (temple) was being left to 

them desolate (23:38) 
(eremos - a wilderness) 

 Would be fulfilled in Jesus’ 
contemporary generation (23:36) 

	
Jesus saw his generation as the “last-days-generation” of the sons of Israel upon whom the 
warning-prophecy of Numbers 32:15 would come. Israel’s second exodus had begun, and those 
who refused to “inherit the land” - by “crossing over” into Christ - would once again be 
abandoned in the wilderness, and there they would perish. The temple and its system had 
become a spiritual wilderness abandoned by the Lord, in which the unfaithful of Israel would 
wander for forty years (30-70AD) until that entire generation was consumed.  
 
In AD70, the righteous entered their Kingdom inheritance (Galatians 4:22-30 Hebrews 12:22-
28) through the second exodus (Isaiah 11:10-16, 27:9-13, Mathew 24:31-34), and the wicked 
were abandoned and destroyed in the wilderness of an antiquated Judaism (Mathew 23:36-38 
Luke 21:20-24).  Israel’s second exodus took place in the last days of the Old Covenant age of 
Judaism, and was fully accomplished in AD70. 
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