
SUNDAY CLASS OUTLINE – Nov.4, 2018 
Recognizing symbolic and metaphoric language in the Bible 

“SUN, MOON, AND STARS” 
 
Mathew 24:29,34 
But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 
 
Genesis 1:16-18 
God made the two great lights, the greater light to govern the day, and the 
lesser light to govern the night; He made the stars also. God placed them in 
the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, and to govern the day 
and the night, and to separate the light from the darkness; and God saw 
that it was good. 
 
Genesis 37:9-10  
Now he had still another dream, and related it to his brothers, and said, “Lo, I 
have had still another dream; and behold, the sun and the moon and eleven 
stars were bowing down to me. He related it to his father and to his brothers; 
and his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this dream that you have had? 
Shall I and your mother and your brothers actually come to bow 
ourselves down before you to the ground?  
 
Isaiah 13:1-3,5-6,9-11,13,17 
The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw. Lift up a 
standard on the bare hill, raise your voice to them, wave the hand that they may 
enter the doors of the nobles. I have commanded My consecrated ones, I have even 
called My mighty warriors, my proudly exulting ones, to execute My 
anger…. They are coming from a far country, from the farthest horizons, the Lord 
and His instruments of indignation, to destroy the whole land…. Wail, for the day 
of the Lord is near! It will come as destruction from the Almighty…. Behold, the day 
of the Lord is coming, cruel, with fury and burning anger, to make the land a 
desolation; and He will exterminate its sinners from it. For the stars of heaven 
and their constellations will not flash forth their light; the sun will be 
dark when it rises and the moon will not shed its light. Thus, I will punish 
the world for its evil and the wicked for their iniquity; I will also put an end to the 
arrogance of the proud and abase the haughtiness of the ruthless…. Therefore, I 
will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken from its 
place at the fury of the Lord of hosts in the day of His burning anger…. Behold, I 



am going to stir up the Medes against them, who will not value silver or take 
pleasure in gold. 
 
What is the historical context of Isaiah 13? 
Has this prophecy been fulfilled? If so, when? Do we have proof?  
(See Daniel 5 and Jeremiah 51) 
 
Ezekiel 32:2-3,7-8,11 
Son of man, take up a lamentation over Pharaoh king of Egypt and say to 
him, “You compared yourself to a young lion of the nations, yet you are like the 
monster in the seas; and you burst forth in your rivers and muddied the waters with 
your feet and fouled their rivers.” Thus says the Lord God, “now I will spread My 
net over you with a company of many peoples, and they shall lift you up in 
My net…. And when I extinguish you, I will cover the heavens and darken 
their stars; I will cover the sun with a cloud and the moon will not give 
its light. All the shining lights in the heavens I will darken over you and 
will set darkness on your land, declares the Lord God…. For thus says the Lord 
God, “The sword of the king of Babylon will come upon you. 
 
What is the historical context of Ezekiel 32? 
Has this prophecy been fulfilled? If so, when? Do we have proof? 
(See Ezekiel 29-30 and Jeremiah 43. Also, the battle of Carchemish in 605BC) 
 
Joel 2:1-3,9-11 
Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let 
all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming; Surely it is 
near, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness. As the dawn 
is spread over the mountains, so here is a great and mighty people; there has never 
been anything like it, nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations. 
A fire consumes before them and behind them a flame burns. The land is like the 
garden of Eden before them but a desolate wilderness behind them, and nothing at 
all escapes them…. They rush on the city, they run on the wall; they climb into the 
houses, they enter through the windows like a thief. Before them the earth quakes, 
the heavens tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose 
their brightness. The Lord utters His voice before His army; surely His 
camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word. The day of 
the Lord is indeed great and very awesome, and who can endure it? 
 
What is the historical context of Joel 2? 
Has this prophecy been fulfilled? If so, when? Do we have proof? 



(See Joel 2:28-32, “It will come about after this…”. Peter quotes Joel 2:28-32 on 
the day of Pentecost) 
 
What is the historical context of Mathew 24? 
(See Mathew 23:31-38, 24:1-3) 
Has this prophecy been fulfilled? If so, when? Do we have proof? 
 
Mathew 24:29,34 
But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and 
the moon will not give its light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the 
powers of the heavens will be shaken…. Truly I say to you, this generation will 
not pass away until all these things take place. 
 
Couple of comments from scholars:  
(William Kimball) 
“When Israel was judged, or when Babylon was subdued by the Medes, or when 
Idumea and Egypt were destroyed. It was not the literal sun, moon, and stars that 
were darkened. The literal starts of heaven did not fall from the skies and the literal 
constellations were not dissolved or rolled up as a scroll. These figurative 
expressions were clearly presented in a purely symbolic manner to 
characterize the destruction befalling nations and earthly powers”.  
 
(N.T. Wright) 
“It is crass literalism,” “in view of the many prophetic passages in which this language 
denotes socio-political and military catastrophe, to insist that this time (Mathew 
24:29) the words must refer to the physical collapse of the space-time world…. In 
summary, Mt. 24:29 is stock-in-trade old testament prophetic language 
for national disaster. “Jesus is not predicting that strange astronomical 
events will occur; he is predicting the judgment of God on the Jewish 
nation”. 

Revelation 6:12-14 
I looked when He broke the sixth seal, and there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth made of hair, and the whole moon 
became like blood; and the stars of the sky fell to the earth, as a fig tree 
casts its unripe figs when shaken by a great wind. The sky was split apart like a 
scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island were moved 
out of their places. 
 
How should we interpret the same language used by John in Revelation 6? 



 
 


