
THE MESSAGE BEYOND THE GREAT COMMISSION 
- Part 2 

 
Not only did Jesus and the prophets teach a first century fulfillment of the great 
commission, so did the apostle Paul. Let’s begin by reading the command of the great 
commission as it’s reiterated throughout the gospels and the book of Acts. 
	
Matthew 24:14 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all the nations, and then the end will come. 
 
Matthew 28:19 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Mark 16:15 
And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all 
creation.  
 
Luke 24:46-47 
And He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer and rise again 
from the dead the third day, and that repentance for forgiveness of sins would be 
proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 
 
Acts 1:8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will 
be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth. 
 
Jesus used 5 specific Greek words to command the great commission.  
 

1. Oikoumene: translated as “world”, better translated “the inhabited earth”. 
2. Kosmos: translated as “world”, better translated “orderly arrangement, a 

constitution or government/order of things”  
3. Ethnos: translated as “nations” (also means peoples) 
4. Ge: translated as “earth”, better translated as “the land” 
5. Ktisis: translated as “creation/creature” 

 



The following chart illustrates that these 5 Greek words which Jesus used to 
command the great commission, are the same 5 Greek words that Paul used to teach 
its fulfillment in his lifetime. In other words, Paul taught by the inspiration of the 
Spirit that the great commission had been fulfilled through the preaching of the first 
century disciples.  
 
(The truth expressed in this chart is was developed by Don K. Preston) 

 
JESUS’ PROPHECY/COMMAND PAUL’S INSPIRED FULFILMENT 

(Matthew 24:14)  
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached 

in the whole world  
 (world - oikoumene) 

(Romans 10:18) 
Their voice has gone out to all the earth, 
and their words to the ends of the world  

(world - oikoumene) 
(Mark 16:15) 

And He said to them, “Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel 
 (world - kosmos) 

(Colossians 1:6) 
...the gospel, which has come to you, as 

indeed in the whole world 
 (world - kosmos) 

(Mathew 24:14) 
As a witness to all nations 

(Mathew 28:19) 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations  

(Luke 24:47)  
And that repentance for forgiveness of sins 
would be proclaimed in His name to all the 

nations  
(nations - ethnos) 

(Romans 16:26) 
…. but has now been disclosed and through 

the prophetic writings has been made 
known to all nations, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about 
the obedience of faith  

 
 (nations - ethnos) 

(Acts 1:8)  
You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all 
Judea, in Samaria, to the ends of the earth.  

(earth - ge) 

(Romans 10:18) 
Their voice has gone out to all the earth  

(earth - ge) 

(Mark 16:15) 
… and preach the gospel to all creation  

(creation - ktisis) 

(Colossians 1:6, 23) 
… the gospel that you heard, which has 
been proclaimed in all creation under 

heaven  
(creation - ktisis) 

 
One can only wonder what more the Holy Spirit could have said through Paul to 
communicate to the first century readers (and to us today) that the great commission 
had in fact been fulfilled in the first century. The fact is, the great commission was 
never intended to continue for thousands of years and be accomplished on a “global 
level”. The great commission was a message for the first century generation, to be 
fulfillment at the end of the Jewish (Old Covenant) age. 
 



“THE WORLD” OF THE 1ST CENTURY 
	
Mathew 24:14 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world (oikoumene) as a 
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come. 
 
The different translations below will help to demonstrate the biblical 1st century use 
and understanding of “world” (oikoumene) in the New Testament.  
 
Luke 2:1 (KJV) 
“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Cesar 
Augustus, that all the world (oikoumene) should be taxed.  
 
Luke 2:1 (NASB) 
Now in those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus, that a census be taken 
of all the inhabited earth (oikoumene). 
 
Luke 2:1 (NLT) 
At that time the Roman Emperor Augustus, decreed that a census should be taken 
throughout the whole Roman empire (oikoumene). 
 
Acts 11:28 (NASB) 
One of them named Agabus stood up and began to indicate by the Spirit that there 
would certainly be a great famine all over the world (oikoumene). And this took 
place in the reign of Claudius. 
 
Acts 11:28 (NLT) 
One of them named Agabus stood up in one of the meetings and predicted by the 
Spirit that a great famine was coming upon the entire Roman world (oikoumene). 
(This was fulfilled during the reign of Claudius.) 
 
Acts 24:5 (NASB) 
For we have found this man a real pest and a fellow who stirs up dissension among 
all the Jews throughout the world, (oikoumene) and a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes. 
 
Acts 24:5 (CSB) 
For we have found this man to be a plague, an agitator among all the Jews 
throughout the Roman world, (oikoumene) and a ringleader of the sect of the 
Nazarenes. 



Romans 10:18 (NASB) 
But I say, surely they have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; their voice has 
gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world.” (oikoumene) 
 
Romans 10:18 (DBY) 
But I say, have they not heard? Yea, surely, their voice has gone out into all the earth, 
and their words to the extremities of the habitable world. (oikoumene) 
	
Revelation 3:10 (NASB) 
Because you have kept the word of My perseverance, I also will keep you from the 
hour of testing, that hour which is about to come (mello) upon the whole world, 
(oikoumene) to test those who dwell on the earth. 
 
Revelation 3:10 (DBY) 
Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee out of the hour 
of trial, which is about to come (mello) upon the whole habitable world, 
(oikoumene) to try them that dwell upon the earth. 
 
As should be obvious, “the world” (oikoumene) in each of these texts is limited to the 
“Roman world” of the first century, and does not refer to the earth on a global level. 
Should not the same be true in Mathew 24:14, especially in the context of first 
century events - the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of the Jewish age?  
 
Matthew 24:14 (NASB) 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world (oikoumene) as a 
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come. 
 
Matthew 24:14 (DBY) 
And these glad tidings of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole habitable 
earth, (oikoumene) for a witness to all the nations, and then shall come the end. 
 

“THE NATIONS” OF “THE WORLD” 
	
Mathew 24:14 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to 
all the nations, (ethnos) and then the end will come. 
 
The Greek word translated as “nations” in Mathew 24:14 is “ethnos”, and 
depending on the context can mean “a multitude, a tribe, a nation, gentiles, a group 
of people”. Many commentators insist that “the nations” in Matthew 24:14 refers to 



every nation that exists on the earth today. However, such an interpretation demonstrates a 
total lack of attention to audience relevance. The following passages will help to 
demonstrate the biblical 1st century use and understanding of “ethnos” within the context 
of first century events….  
 
Luke 21:20,24 
But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her 
desolation is near…. and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led 
captive into all the nations…” (ethnos) 
 
Acts 2:5 
Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation (ethnos) 
under heaven. 
 
Romans 16:26 
But now is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets, according to the 
commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations, 
(ethnos) leading to obedience of faith; 
 
Clearly, the Greek word “ethnos” translated as nations/Gentiles in the above texts, 
does not and cannot refer to every nation who exists today. As should be obvious, 
“ethnos” in each of these texts refers to the nations of the “Roman world” of the first 
century. The same is true of the word “ethnos” (the nations) in Mathew 24:14. 
 
When we combine all this evidence with the fact that Jesus himself placed the 
fulfillment of the great commission in the lifetime of his first century disciples, we 
have definitive proof that the message of the great commission was limited to “the 
nations of the Roman world” that existed in the first century.  
 
Matthew 24:14,34 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all the nations, and then the end will come…. Truly I say to you, 
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
 
 
“The message of the great commission was the message of a first century mission; 
and the fulfillment of that mission demands a new message beyond the great 
commission”. 


