
THE MESSAGE BEYOND THE GREAT COMMISSION 
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According to scripture…. 
What was the great commission? 
Why was it given?  
Is it still being accomplished today? If so, how? 
 
Matthew 24:14,34 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all the nations, and then the end will come… Truly I say to you, 
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
 

SEEING THE GREAT COMMISSION  
IN THE OLD TESTAMENT 

 
Numbers 14:21 
But indeed, as I live, all the earth will be filled with the glory of the Lord. 
 
Habakkuk 2:14 
For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord, 
as the waters cover the sea. 
 
How would the “earth” be filled with knowledge the glory of the Lord? 
 
Psalm 19:1-4 
“…. The heavens are telling of the glory of God; and their expanse is declaring 
the work of His hands. Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night reveals 
knowledge. There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard. 
Their line has gone out through all the earth, and their utterances to the 
end of the world….” 
 
Romans 10:14-15,18 
How then will they call on Him in whom they have not believed? How will they 
believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how will they hear without a 
preacher? How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, “How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news of good things” …. 



But I say, surely they have never heard, have they? Indeed they have; “their voice 
has gone out into all the earth, and their words to the ends of the world”. 
 
Through the gospel of Jesus Christ, the knowledge of the glory of God was revealed, 
and has gone out into all the earth. 
 
Isaiah 11:1-2,9-12, 
Then a shoot will spring from the stem of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 
will bear fruit. The Spirit of the Lord will rest on Him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, the spirit of knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord…. They will not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain, for the 
earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 
Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as a signal for the 
peoples; and His resting place will be glorious. Then it will happen on that day that the 
Lord will again recover the second time with His hand the remnant of His people, who will 
remain, from Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and from the 
islands of the sea. And He will lift up a standard for the nations and assemble the 
banished ones of Israel, and will gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 
 
We will identify several portions of this text which place the fulfillment of the great 
commission in the first century generation. 
First, let’s compare Isaiah 11:10 with Romans 15:8-9,12. 
 
Isaiah 11:10 
Then in that day the nations will resort to the root of Jesse, who will stand as 
a signal for the peoples; and His resting place will be glorious. 
 
Romans 15:8-9,12 
For I say that Christ has become a servant to the circumcision on behalf of the truth 
of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, and for the Gentiles to glorify 
God for His mercy; as it is written…. There shall come the Root of Jesse, and 
he who arises to rule over the gentiles, in him shall the gentiles hope. 
 
How is Paul applying Isaiah’s prophecy?  
What is he teaching? 
 
Next, let’s compare Isaiah 11: with Acts 2: …. Romans 11:1-5 
 
 
 



Isaiah 11:11 
Then it will happen on that day that the Lord will again recover the second 
time with His hand the remnant of His people, who will remain, from 
Assyria, Egypt, Pathros, Cush, Elam, Shinar, Hamath, and from the islands of the 
sea. 
 
Acts 2:1,5 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place…. Now 
there were Jews living in Jerusalem, devout men from every nation 
under heaven. 
 
Romans 11:1-5 
I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am 
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not 
rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the Scripture 
says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? Lord, they 
have killed your prophets, they have torn down your altars, and I alone am left, and 
they are seeking my life. But what is the divine response to him? “I have kept for 
Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” In the same way 
then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according 
to God’s gracious choice. 
 
According to Paul, when was the Lord recovering the remnant of Israel “a second 
time”? Was Paul a part of that righteous remnant? 
 
Finally, let’s compare Isaiah 11:12 with Matthew 24:31 
 
Isaiah 11:12 
And He will lift up a standard for the nations and assemble the banished ones of 
Israel, and will gather the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the 
earth. 
 
Mathew 24:30-31,34 
And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of 
the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming of the clouds of the 
sky with power and great glory. And He will send forth His angels with a great 
trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from 
one end of the sky to the other…. Truly I say to you, this generation will 
not pass away until all these things take place. 
 



How did Jesus apply Isaiah’s prophecy?  
Is there a connection between Matthew 24:30-31 and Matthew 24:14? 
Said another way; what is the connection between the great commission and the 
gathering together of the elect? 
 
Notice how these verses flow when we read them one after another….  
 
Matthew 24:14,31 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all the nations, and then the end will come… they will gather together 
His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. 
 
 
It’s time we understand the message beyond the fulfillment of the great commission. 


