
THE MESSAGE BEYOND THE GREAT COMMISSION 
- Part 3 

“The Restoration of Israel Through the Fulfillment of the Great Commission” 
 
In your opinion, how would you describe the “story” (the message) that the book of Acts tells?  
If you could, what would you rename the book of Acts? 
 
Acts 1:8 
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. 
 
In chapter 2 we see the gospel going to Jerusalem and Judea….  
 
Acts 2:5,11,14,41 
Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under 
heaven.... both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians - we hear them telling in our own 
tongues the mighty works of God…. But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his 
voice and declared to them: “Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be 
known to you and give heed to my words…. So then, those who had received his word were 
baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 
 
Besides the pouring out of the Spirit, what was the significance of Pentecost? 
Did this event play a role in the restoration of Israel? 
(Compare the events on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2 with Isaiah 2:1-3, specifically 
in the context of Israel’s “last days”) 
 
In chapter 8 we see the gospel going to Samaria…. 
 
Acts 8:1,4-5,12 
Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began 
against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles…. Therefore, those who had been scattered went 
about preaching the word. Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began 
proclaiming Christ to them…. But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about 
the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and 
women alike. 
 
Besides the continuation of the great commission, what can we learn from this chapter?  
Why was the church in Jerusalem scattered? 
Notice what happens next in the region of Samaria….  
 
Acts 8:26-29,35-38 
But an angel of the Lord spoke to Philip saying, “Get up and go south to the road that descends 
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a desert road) So he got up and went; and there was an 
Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the Ethiopians, who was in charge of 
all her treasure; and he had come to Jerusalem to worship, and he was returning and sitting 



in his chariot, and was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go up and join 
this chariot.… Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached 
Jesus to him. As they went along the road they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look! 
Water! What prevents me from being baptized?” And Philip said, “If you believe with all your 
heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he 
ordered the chariot to stop; and they both went down into the water, Philip as well as the eunuch, 
and he baptized him. 
 
What is the point of Luke recording that an Ethiopian eunuch received the gospel and was saved?  
How does this story play into the larger story of the restoration of Israel through the fulfillment of 
the great commission? 
(Compare Acts 8:26f with Isaiah 56:1-8) 
 
As a result of their obedience in fulfilling the great commission, notice what takes place next….  
 
Acts 9:31 
So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being 
built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to 
increase. 
 
What can we learn from this passage concerning obedience and blessing? 
In chapter 10, we finally see the gospel of the Kingdom being extended to the Gentiles….  
 
Acts 10:34-48 
Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show 
partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right is welcome to Him. 
The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ (He is Lord 
of all) - you yourselves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting from 
Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God 
anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. We are witnesses of all the 
things He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death 
by hanging Him on a cross. God raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become 
visible, not to all the people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us 
who ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead. And He ordered us to preach to 
the people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God as Judge 
of the living and the dead. Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone 
who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins. While Peter was still speaking these words, the 
Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. All the circumcised believers 
who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 
poured out on the Gentiles also. For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and 
exalting God. Then Peter answered, surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized 
who have received the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he? And he ordered them to be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days. 
 
What did the Gentile acceptance of the gospel mean for the remnant of Israel? 
Asked another way; what role did Gentile salvation play in the restoration of Israel? 



(Compare Acts 15:7f - a reiteration of Peter’s Gentile conversion - with Amos 9:11-
12, specifically in the context of the destruction of the Old Covenant kingdom) 
 
Acts 15:7-18 
After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know that in 
the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would hear 
the word of the gospel and believe. And God, who knows the heart, testified to them giving 
them the Holy Spirit, just as He also did to us; and He made no distinction between us and them, 
cleansing their hearts by faith. Now therefore why do you put God to the test by placing upon the 
neck of the disciples a yoke which neither our fathers nor we have been able to bear? But we believe 
that we are saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, in the same way as they also are.” All the 
people kept silent, and they were listening to Barnabas and Paul as they were relating what signs 
and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. After they had stopped 
speaking, James answered, saying, “Brethren, listen to me. Simeon has related how God first 
concerned Himself about taking from among the Gentiles a people for His name. With this the 
words of the Prophets agree, just as it is written, after these things, I will return, and I will rebuild 
the tabernacle of David which has fallen, and I will rebuild its ruins, and I will 
restore it, so that the rest of mankind may seek the Lord, and all the Gentiles who are called by 
my name, says the Lord, who makes these things known from long ago. 
 
Amos 9:11-12 
In that day I will raise up the fallen booth of David, and wall up its breaches; I will also 
raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old; that they may possess the remnant of Edom 
and all the nations who are called by My name, declares the Lord who does this.  
 
We have seen that the book of Acts tells the story of the restoration of Israel through the fulfillment 
of the great commission. The first century generation had preached the “gospel of the Kingdom” 
from Jerusalem to Judea, to Samaria, and to the regions of the Gentiles. As a matter of fact, Luke 
even records that Paul had personally visited each of these regions….  
 
Acts 26:19-20 
Therefore, O King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those 
in Damascus, then in Jerusalem and throughout all the region of Judea, and also to the 
Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their 
repentance. 
 
But what about the “gospel of the Kingdom” going to “the end of the earth”? How should we 
understand these words of Jesus in Acts 1:8? When Jesus used the phrase “to the ends of the 
earth (ge)”, he was simply using a figure of speech common in his day that a first century audience 
would have clearly understood. To demonstrate this point, notice how Jesus used this exact same 
phrase earlier in his ministry….  
 
Matthew 12:42 
The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, for 
she came from the ends of the earth (ge) to hear the wisdom of Solomon, and behold, 
something greater than Solomon is here. 



Did Jesus mean that the queen of Sheeba came from literally the other side of the globe to hear 
the wisdom of Solomon? No, scripture tells us that she came from “the south”, most believe she 
came from Ethiopia. So what did Jesus mean? The below quote is from an internet article which 
will help to explain: 
 
“As has long been recognized, the book of Acts was organized to depict, among other things, the 
geographical progress of the Christian message from Jerusalem through Judea and 
Samaria to the lands of Syria, Asia Minor, Greece and Rome. In this respect, it presents 
the expansion of the Christian witness from the center of Judaism to the center of the 
Roman Empire, from the mission to Palestinian Jews to the mission to Jews and Gentiles of the 
diaspora. The “Ends of the Earth” is a figurative expression (an idiom) based on the 
geographical reality of the most distant parts of the earth from whatever point may be 
treated as central. In the context of the first century and of the great commission, the "end of 
the earth" could refer to none other than Rome” 
 
In chapter 23 of Acts, we find Paul being sent with the gospel to “the end of the earth” ….  
 
Acts 23:11 
The following night the Lord stood by him (Paul) and said, "Take courage, for as you have 
testified to the facts about me in Jerusalem, so you must testify also in Rome." 
 
From a first century perspective, to testify from Jerusalem to Rome was the same as saying from 
Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. As far as the Jews were concerned, Jerusalem was the center of 
their world, and the far reaches of the Roman empire was as far as that world went. This is exactly 
where the story of Acts ends….  
 
Acts 28:13-31 
From there we sailed around and arrived at Rhegium, and a day later a south wind sprang up, and 
on the second day we came to Puteoli. There we found some brethren, and were invited to stay 
with them for seven days; and thus we came to Rome. And the brethren, when they heard about 
us, came from there as far as the Market of Appius and Three Inns to meet us; and when Paul saw 
them, he thanked God and took courage. When we entered Rome, Paul was allowed to stay by 
himself, with the soldier who was guarding him. After three days Paul called together those 
who were the leading men of the Jews, and when they came together, he began saying to 
them, “Brethren, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our fathers, yet 
I was delivered as a prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans. And when they had 
examined me, they were willing to release me because there was no ground for putting me to death. 
But when the Jews objected, I was forced to appeal to Caesar, not that I had any accusation against 
my nation. For this reason, therefore, I requested to see you and to speak with you, 
for I am wearing this chain for the sake of the hope of Israel. They said to him, “We 
have neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren come here 
and reported or spoken anything bad about you. But we desire to hear from you what your views 
are; for concerning this sect, it is known to us that it is spoken against everywhere. When they had 
set a day for Paul, they came to him at his lodging in large numbers; and he was explaining to 
them by solemnly testifying about the kingdom of God and trying to persuade them 
concerning Jesus, from both the Law of Moses and from the Prophets, from morning 
until evening. Some were being persuaded by the things spoken, but others would not believe. And 



when they did not agree with one another, they began leaving after Paul had spoken one 
parting word, “The Holy Spirit rightly spoke through Isaiah the prophet to your fathers, saying, 
‘Go to this people and say, “You will keep on hearing, but will not understand; and you will keep on seeing but will 
not perceive; for the heart of this people has become dull, and their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their 
eyes; otherwise they might see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and return, 
and I would heal them. Therefore, let it be known to you that this salvation of God has been 
sent to the Gentiles; they will also listen. When he had spoken these words, the Jews 
departed, having a great dispute among themselves. And he stayed two full years in his own rented 
quarters and was welcoming all who came to him, preaching the kingdom of God and 
teaching concerning the Lord Jesus Christ with all openness, unhindered. 
 
In Acts 28:26-27, Paul quoted Isaiah 6:9-10.  
The book of Acts tells the story of the restoration of the remnant of Israel through the fulfillment 
of the great commission in the first century. And, the end of that story is, only the remnant had 
believed. Therefore “the end of the age judgment” had drawn near. Just like Jesus said…. 
 
Matthew 24:14 
This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, 
and then the end will come. 


