
THE PARABLES OF JESUS - Part 3 
The Parable of the Soils 

 
Matthew 13:1-9 
That day Jesus went out of the house and was sitting by the sea. And large crowds gathered to 
Him, so He got into a boat and sat down, and the whole crowd was standing on the beach. 
And He spoke many things to them in parables, saying, “Behold, the sower went out to sow; and 
as he sowed, some seeds fell beside the road, and the birds came and ate them up. Others 
fell on the rocky places, where they did not have much soil; and immediately they sprang up, 
because they had no depth of soil. “But when the sun had risen, they were scorched; and because 
they had no root, they withered away. Others fell among the thorns, and the thorns came up 
and choked them out. And others fell on the good soil and yielded a crop, some a hundredfold, 
some sixty, and some thirty. He who has ears, let him hear. 
 
What does the phrase “he who has ears, let him hear mean”? 
Before we read Jesus’ interpretation of the parable, notice what Jesus says concerning it in Mark 4. 
 
Mark 4:13 
And He said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How will you understand all the 
parables? 
 
What was Jesus insinuating in Mark 4? 
What does this tell us about this parable? 
Several verses later, we arrive at Jesus’ interpretation in Matthew 13. 
 
Matthew 13:18-19 
Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does 
not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This 
is the one on whom seed was sown beside the road. 
 
Compare with Luke 8:12 
“Those beside the road are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word 
from their heart, so that they will not believe and be saved”. 
 
Matthew 13:20-21 
The one on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, this is the man who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet he has no firm root in himself, but is only temporary, and 
when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately he falls 
away. 
 
Matthew 13:22 
And the one on whom seed was sown among the thorns, this is the man who hears the word, 
and the worry of the world and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, and it 
becomes unfruitful. 
 
 



Compare with Luke 8:14 
“The seed which fell among the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, and as they go on their 
way they are choked with worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and bring no 
fruit to maturity”. 
 
Matthew 13:23 
And the one on whom seed was sown on the good soil, this is the man who hears the word 
and understands it; who indeed bears fruit and brings forth, some a hundredfold, some 
sixty, and some thirty. 
 
Compare with Luke 8:15 
“But the seed in the good soil, these are the ones who have heard the word in an honest and 
good heart, and hold it fast, and bear fruit with perseverance.” 
 
Personal application: 
Who is the sower and what is the seed that he sows? 
What do the different kinds of soils represent? 
Let’s discuss each of the 4 kinds soils….  
 
Historical/1st century application: 
Who is the sower and what is the seed that he sows? 
What was the “word of the kingdom” that Jesus was sowing? 
What do the different kinds of soil represent? 
Let’s discuss each of the 4 kinds of soils…. 
(Notice in particular those who “do not understand” (13:18) within the context of Matthew 13:13) 
 
Notice that each of these 4 soils (conditions of the heart) existed in Jesus’ day…. 
 
John 6:63-64 
It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and are life. But there are some of you who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who they were who did not believe, and who it was that would betray Him. 
 
Matthew 24:5 
For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will mislead many. 
 
1 John 2:18-19 
Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many 
antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour. They went out from us, 
but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; 
but they went out so that it would be shown that they all are not of us. 
 
Which soil do these people represent, and why? 
 
Matthew 24:9-14 
They will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you, and you will be hated by all nations because 
of my name. At that time, many will fall away and will betray one another and hate one another. 



Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many. Because lawlessness is increased, most 
people’s love will grow cold. But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. This gospel 
of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all the nations, and 
then the end will come. 
 
Hebrews 6:4-6 
For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and 
have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the good word of God and the powers 
of the age to come, and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to 
repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God and put Him to open shame. 
 
Which soil do these people represent, and why? 
 
1 Timothy 6:10 
For the love of money is the root of all evil: which while some coveted after, they have erred 
from the faith, and pierced themselves through with many sorrows. 
 
Which soil do these people represent, and why? 
 
Acts 14:21-22 
After they had preached the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to 
Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them 
to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many tribulations we must enter the 
kingdom of God.” 
 
1 Thessalonians 3:1-4 
Therefore, when we could endure it no longer, we thought it best to be left behind at Athens alone, 
and we sent Timothy, our brother and God’s fellow worker in the gospel of Christ, to strengthen 
and encourage you as to your faith, so that no one would be disturbed by these afflictions; 
for you yourselves know that we have been destined for this. For indeed when we were 
with you, we kept telling you in advance that we were going to suffer affliction; and 
so it came to pass, as you know.  
 
Colossians 1:3-6 
We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard 
of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints; because of the 
hope laid up for you in heaven, of which you previously heard in the word of truth, the gospel 
which has come to you, just as in all the world also it is constantly bearing fruit 
and increasing, even as it has been doing in you also since the day you heard of it 
and understood the grace of God in truth. 
 
Which soil do these people represent, and why? 
 
Matthew 24:13 
But the one who endures to the end, he will be saved. 


