
THE PARABLES OF JESUS - Part 4 
Parable of the Harvest 

 
Matthew 13:24-30,36-43 
Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went away But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, 
then the tares became evident also. The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did 
you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ And he said to them, ‘An enemy 
has done this!’ The slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?’ But he 
said, ‘No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. Allow 
both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, 
“First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the wheat 
into my barn. 
 

The Inspired Interpretation 
 

Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, 
“Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field. And He said, “The one who sows the good seed 
is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the 
kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, 
and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. So just as the tares are 
gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the (this) age. The Son 
of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, 
and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in 
the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
 
Who does this parable concern? 
What is the core message of the parable? 
 
Notice how two other translations interpret Matthew 13:40. 
 
Therefore, as the tares are gathered and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of this age. 
(NKJV) 
As, then, the darnel is gathered up, and is burned with fire, so shall it be in the full end of this 
age. (YLY) 
 

Only 2 Ages 
 
Matthew 12:32 
Whoever speaks a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him; but whoever speaks 
against the Holy Spirit, it shall not be forgiven him, either in this age or in the age (about) to 
come. 



Mark 10:30 
but that he will receive a hundred times as much now in the present age, (time-kairos) houses 
and brothers and sisters and mothers and children and farms, along with persecutions; and in the 
age to come, eternal life. 
 
What age was Jesus’ “this age” / “the present age”? 
What was the “age about to come”? 
 
Hebrews 9:26 
Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the world; but now once 
at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to put away sin by the sacrifice of 
Himself. 
 
When did the writer of Hebrews say that the “end of the age” was? 
 

The End of the Age in AD70 
 
Matthew 24:1-3,34 
Jesus came out from the temple and was going away when His disciples came to point out the 
temple building to Him. And He said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to 
you, not one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn down. As He 
was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when 
will these things happen, and what the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age? 
 
What historical event did the disciples and Jesus connect to the “end of the age”? 
When did Jesus say that the “end of the age” would be? 
 

The Imminent End of the Age Prior to AD70 
 
1 Corinthians 2:6-8 (Compare Luke 24:19-20, Acts 2:36, 4:8-10, Matthew 27:24-26) 
Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, however, not of this age nor 
of the rulers of this age, who are passing away; but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery, the 
hidden which God predestined before the ages to our glory; which none of the rulers of this age 
has understood; for if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory.  
 
What age did Paul refer to by the phrase “this age”? 
Who ruled Paul’s “this age” 
Who crucified the Lord of Glory? 
 
Galatians 1:3-4 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ, who gave Himself for our 
sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age, according to the will of our God 
and Father. 
 
What was the “present evil age”, and why? 



1 Corinthians 10:11 
Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, 
upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 
 
Upon whom (what generation) had the “end (the goal) of the ages” come? 
 
Ephesians 1:21 
Far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only 
in this age but also in the one (about) to come. 
 
Hebrews 6:5 
And have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age (about) to come. 
 
What was the “age about to come”? 
How had the Hebrews “tasted” of it? 
 

Miracles Until the End of the Age 
 
Matthew 28:20 (Compare Mark 16:17-20) 
Teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 
end of the age.” 
 
Does this mean that Jesus was only “with them” until the “end of that age”? 
Does this mean that Jesus is not “with us” in “this age”? 
How would Jesus be “with them” unit the “end of the age”? 
 

In the Church is the Age Without End 
 
Ephesians 3:21 (KJV) 
Unto him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world (age) without 
end. Amen. 


