
THE PARABLES OF JESUS - Part 5 
The Parable of the Harvest 

 
Judgment & Reward at the Second Coming of Christ 

 
Brief Recap: 
When in history was the parable of the harvest limited to, and why? 
Let’s read the parable once again….  
 
Matthew 13:24-30 
Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, 
then the tares became evident also. The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did 
you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ And he said to them, ‘An enemy 
has done this!’ The slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?’ But he 
said, ‘No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. Allow 
both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, 
“First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the 
wheat into my barn. 
 

Jesus’ Interpretation 
 

Matthew 13:36-43 
Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, 
“Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field. And He said, “The one who sows the good seed 
is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the 
kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy who sowed them is the devil, 
and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. So just as the tares are 
gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the (this) age. The Son 
of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling 
blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth 
as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 
 
What did it mean to “bind the tares in bundles and burn them”? (13:30,40-42) 
What did it mean to “gather the wheat into the barn? (13:30,43) 
What was “the world”? (13:24-25,37-38) 
What was the purpose of the harvest? 
 

John, Jesus, & the Harvest of Israel  
 
John preached the same message as Jesus; the imminent harvest of Israel at the end of the Jewish 
age. Notice the context before we get to the parallels….  



Matthew 3:1-2,7-11 
Now in those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, Repent, 
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand…. But when he saw many of the Pharisees and 
Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, you brood of vipers, who warned you to flee 
from the wrath (about) to come? Therefore, bear fruit in keeping with repentance; and do 
not suppose that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham for our father’; for I say to you that 
from these stones God is able to raise up children to Abraham. The axe is already laid at the root 
of the trees; therefore, every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 
into the fire. As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, but He who is coming after me 
is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire….  
 
Now, here are the perfect parallels….  
 
Matthew 3:12 (John) 
…. His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He 
will gather His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable 
fire. 
 
Matthew 13:30 (Jesus) 
Allow both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, 
“First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the 
wheat into my barn. 
 
The following chart helps to illustrate these parallels further. 
 

MATTHEW 3 - MESSAGE OF JOHN MATTHEW 13 - PARABLE OF JESUS 
The Lord’s harvest  

“He will thoroughly clear his threshing floor” 
(3:12) 

The Lord’s harvest 
“I will say to the reapers” 

(13:30) 
Separation of the “wheat from the chaff” 

(3:12) 
Separation of the “wheat from the tares” 

(13:30,40-43) 
Wheat gathered into the barn  

(3:12) 
Wheat gathered into the barn - the kingdom 

(13:43) 
Chaff burned up with unquenchable fire 

(3:12) 
Tares gathered in bundles to be burned up 

(13:30,40-42) 
The “wrath about to come”  

(3:7) 
(imminent judgment in AD70)  

The judgment at the “end of the age”  
(13:39) 

(imminent judgment in AD70) 
 
Clearly, both John and Jesus expected the harvest, that is, the separation of the wicked from among 
the righteous of Israel at the end of the Jewish age in AD70. The wicked would be judged and 
destroyed, while the righteous would receive their reward, that is, they would inherit the kingdom 
of God. And according to Matthew, this end of the age harvest was to be fulfilled at the 
destruction of Jerusalem through the second coming of Christ.  



To demonstrate that the end of the age harvest of both Matthew 3 and Matthew 13 was fulfilled 
at the destruction of Jerusalem and the second coming of Christ in AD70, consider the following 
chart: 
 

MATTHEW 3:12 
MESSAGE OF JOHN 

MATTHEW 13:30 
PARABLE OF JESUS 

MATTHEW 24-25 
PROPHESY OF JESUS 

The Lord’s harvest 
“He will thoroughly clear his 

threshing floor” (3:12) 

The Lord’s harvest 
“I will say to the reapers” 

(13:30) 

The Lord’s harvest 
“He will separate them one 

from another” (24:31) 
Separation of the  

“wheat from the chaff” 
(3:12) 

Separation of the 
 “wheat from the tares” 

(13:30,40-43) 

Separation of the  
“sheep from the goats” 

(25:32) 
Chaff burned up with 

unquenchable fire (3:12) 
Tares gathered in bundles to 
be burned with fire (13:30) 

The goats go into  
eternal fire (25:46) 

Wheat gathered 
 into the barn  

(3:12) 

Wheat gathered  
into the barn  

(13:43) 

Gather together the elect, 
gather together all nations 

(24:31, 25:32) 
 The wheat (righteous) inherit 

the kingdom (13:43) 
The sheep inherit the 

kingdom (25:34) 
 Son of Man sends forth his 

angels (13:41) 
Son of Man sends forth his 

angels (24:31, 25:31) 
The “wrath about to come” 

 At the judgment of Jerusalem 
in AD70 

(3:7) 

The judgment at the 
 “end of the Jewish age”  

in AD70 
(13:39) 

The judgment at the second 
coming of Christ and the end 

of the Jewish age in AD70 
(24:2-3,30-31,34 25:31-46) 

 
The destruction of Jerusalem at the second coming of Christ and end of the Jewish age in AD70 
was when the wicked (tares/chaff/goats) suffered judgment through the vengeance and wrath of 
God, while the righteous (wheat, sheep) received their redemption and inherited the kingdom of 
God. The purpose of the harvest was to bring both judgment and reward to Israel, and from Israel 
to all nations. 
 
In Luke 21 we have wonderful picture of this end of the age harvest in just a few verses….  
 
Luke 21:20-23,27-28,31-32 
But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her 
desolation is near. Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are 
in the midst of the city must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city; 
because these are days of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be 
fulfilled. Woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days; 
for there will be great distress upon the land and wrath to this people…. Then they 
will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. But when these 
things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is 
drawing near…. So you also, when you see these things happening, recognize that the 
kingdom of God is near. Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all 
things take place. 



 


