
THE PARABLES OF JESUS - Part 6 
The Parable of the Harvest 

 
The Harvest IS the Resurrection 

 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while his men were sleeping, his enemy came and 
sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, 
then the tares became evident also. The slaves of the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did 
you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have tares?’ And he said to them, ‘An enemy 
has done this!’ The slaves said to him, ‘Do you want us, then, to go and gather them up?’ But he 
said, ‘No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you may uproot the wheat with them. Allow 
both to grow together until the harvest; and in the time of the harvest I will say to the reapers, 
“First gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to burn them up; but gather the 
wheat into my barn………  Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples 
came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable of the tares of the field. And He said, “The one 
who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; and as for the good seed, 
these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy who 
sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. So 
just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the 
(this) age. The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will gather out of His 
kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw 
them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the 
righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, 
let him hear. 
 
Now, notice a significant parallel between the parable of the harvest and the prophecy of Daniel. 
 
Daniel 12:2-3,9,13 
Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, these to everlasting life, 
but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. Those who have insight will shine 
brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those who lead the many 
to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever…. He said, “Go your way Daniel, for 
these words are concealed and sealed up until the end time…. But as for you, go your way to 
the end; then you will enter into rest and rise again for your allotted portion at the 
end of the age (days). 
 
Can you see the parallel? 
What is the significance that Jesus, in discussing the harvest at the end of the age, was quoting 
Daniel, who foretold the resurrection at the “time of the end”? 
So, since Jesus placed the harvest at the end of the Jewish age in AD70, and, since the harvest IS 
the resurrection, then the resurrection must take place at the end of the Jewish age in AD70. This 
is exactly what we find in scripture. 



Let’s read Daniel 12 again, this time beginning in verse 1, and notice what takes place just prior to 
the resurrection (the harvest) in Daniel 12. 
 
Daniel 12:1-3 
Now at that time Michael, the great prince who stands guard over the sons of your people, will 
arise. And there will be a time of distress such as never occurred since there was a 
nation, until that time; and at that time your people, everyone who is found written in the 
book, will be rescued. Many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake, 
these to everlasting life, but the others to disgrace and everlasting contempt. Those who have 
insight will shine brightly like the brightness of the expanse of heaven, and those 
who lead the many to righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. 
 
What takes place just prior to the resurrection (the harvest) in Daniel 12? 
Let’s see when Jesus placed this “time of distress” which was to occur just before the resurrection….  
 
Mathew 24:15-21 
Therefore, when you see the abomination of desolation which was spoken of through 
Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), then those who 
are in Judea must flee to the mountains. Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the 
things out that are in his house. Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak. But 
woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! But pray that 
your flight will not be in the winter, or on a Sabbath. For then there will be a great 
tribulation, such as has not occurred since the beginning of the world until now, nor 
ever will. 
 
Can you see parallel between Daniel 12:1 and Matthew 24:21? 
When did Jesus place the “great tribulation” (Daniel’s time of “great distress”)? 
What does this tell us about the time of the resurrection (the harvest)? 
And it only gets better. Just a few verses later, Jesus alludes back to his parable of the harvest in 
Matthew 13 and placed its fulfillment within the lifetime of his contemporary generation….  
 
Matthew 24:30-31 
And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and 
great glory. And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet, and they will gather 
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other. 
 
Matthew 24:34 
Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
 
In conclusion: 
-The harvest at the end of the age in Matthew 13 was the resurrection of Daniel 12. 
-But, Jesus placed the resurrection in Daniel 12 and the harvest in Matthew 13 in his generation, 
at the time of Israel’s great tribulation, the coming of the Son of Man, and the gathering together 
of the elect. 
-Therefore, the resurrection-harvest in Matthew 13 was fulfilled at the second coming of Christ in AD70. 



The perfect parallels between Daniel 12 and Matthew 13 on the following chart will vindicate 
our conclusion….  
 

DANIEL 12 MATTHEW 13 
Concerns the “time of the end”  

(12:4,9,13) 
Concerns the “end of the/this age”  

(13:39-40) 
Time of the resurrection  

(12:2,13) 
Time of the harvest  

(13:30,39) 
The judgment of the wicked and the righteous  

(12:2,10) 
The judgment of the wheat and the tares 

(13:30,40-43) 
The righteous (those written in the book) 

receive their inheritance (eternal life) 
(12:2,13) 

The righteous (wheat) are gathered into the 
barn, they receive the kingdom 

(13:30,43) 
The wicked suffer everlasting contempt  

(forfeit their inheritance) 
(12:2) 

The wicked (tares) are gathered to be burned 
(removed from the kingdom) 

(13:30,40-42) 
Fulfilled when “the power of the holy people 

is completely shattered”  
(12:7) 

Fulfilled at shattering of Jerusalem and the 
temple (the power of the holy people)  

in AD70 (Luke 21:20-26, parallel prophecy) 
 
To repeat our conclusion: 
-The harvest at the end of the age in Matthew 13 was the resurrection of Daniel 12. 
-But, Jesus and Daniel placed the resurrection in Daniel 12 and the harvest in Matthew 13 in his 
generation, at the time of Israel’s great tribulation, the coming of the Son of Man, the gathering 
together of the elect, and destruction of Jerusalem - the shattering of the power of the holy people. 
-Therefore, the resurrection-harvest in Matthew 13 was fulfilled at the second coming of Christ in AD70. 


