
The Parables of Jesus - Part 8 
The Parable of the Harvest VI 

The Fulfillment of the Harvest in the Book of Revelation 
 
Matthew 13:36-43  
Then He left the crowds and went into the house. And His disciples came to Him and said, “Explain to us the parable 
of the tares of the field. And He said, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man, and the field is the world; 
and as for the good seed, these are the sons of the kingdom; and the tares are the sons of the evil one; and the enemy 
who sowed them is the devil, and the harvest is the end of the age; and the reapers are angels. So just as the tares are gathered up 
and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the (this) age. The Son of Man will send forth His angels, and they will 
gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and will throw them into the furnace of fire; in 
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. 
He who has ears, let him hear. 
 
Summarize Jesus’ interpretation of this parable, and what it means. 
 

The 3 Feasts of The Lord 
 
Exodus 23:14-16 
Three times a year you shall celebrate a feast to Me. You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread; for seven days you are to eat 
unleavened bread, as I commanded you, at the appointed time in the month Abib, for in it you came out of Egypt. 
And none shall appear before Me empty-handed. Also, you shall observe the Feast of the Harvest of the first fruits of your 
labors from what you sow in the field; also, the Feast of the Ingathering at the end of the year when you gather in the fruit 
of your labors from the field. 
 
Summarize the first two feasts, when were they first historically fulfilled, and when were they ultimately fulfilled? 
Read James 1:1-4,17-18. How do these words of James apply to the parable of the harvest in Matthew 13? 
 

The Feast of Ingathering 
 
Leviticus 23:34-36,39-40,42-43 
Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, ‘On the fifteenth of this seventh month is the Feast of Booths for seven days to the Lord. On the 
first day is a holy convocation; you shall do no laborious work of any kind. For seven days you shall present an offering 
by fire to the Lord. On the eighth day you shall have a holy convocation and present an offering by fire to the Lord; 
it is an assembly. You shall do no laborious work…. On exactly the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in 
the crops of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of the Lord for seven days, with a rest on the first day and a rest on the eighth 
day. Now on the first day you shall take for yourselves the foliage of beautiful trees, palm branches and boughs 
of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before the Lord your God for seven days…. You shall live in 
booths for seven days; all the native-born in Israel shall live in booths, so that your generations may know that I had the 
sons of Israel live in booths when I brought them out from the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God. 
 
What was the purpose of this fall feast? 
Why did the people gather the branches of palm trees and other leafy trees during this feast? 
What did this feast ultimately point to in the New Covenant? 
 
So, since the feast of first fruits (the resurrection) and the feast of harvest (Pentecost) had both been fulfilled in the first century, 
and, since according to Jesus, the full harvest would be at the “end of the (Jewish) age” (Matthew 13), then what we 
should expect to find in the writings of the New Testament is the imminent expectation of the feast of 
Ingathering, that is, the reaping of the full harvest. 
 

The 144,000 and the Feast of Ingathering 
 

At this point, recall the imagery of the feast of ingathering (the full harvest) from Leviticus 23:39-40….  



“On exactly the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the crops of the land, you shall celebrate the feast of the Lord 
for seven days, with a rest on the first day and a rest on the eighth day. Now on the first day you shall take for yourselves 
the foliage of beautiful trees, palm branches and boughs of leafy trees and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice before 
the Lord your God for seven days”. 
 
With this imagery in mind, we turn to Revelation 7. 
 
Revelation 7:1-4,9-10,13-15 
After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth [land], holding back the four winds of the earth, 
so that no wind would blow on the earth or on the sea or on any tree. And I saw another angel ascending from the 
rising of the sun, having the seal of the living God; and he cried out with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it 
was granted to harm the earth and the sea, saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees until we have sealed the 
bond-servants of our God on their foreheads.” And I heard the number of those who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thousand sealed 
from every tribe of the sons of Israel…. After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could count, 
from every nation and all tribes and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in 
white robes, and palm branches were in their hands; and they cry out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation to our God who 
sits on the throne, and to the Lamb” .... Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who are clothed 
in the white robes, who are they, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said 
to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple; 
and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them. 
 
What was John seeing in Revelation 7? What did this “sealing” signify? (See Ezekiel 9:1-6) 
Who were the 144,000 and where had they come from? 
When was the “great tribulation”, and what does this tell us about the 144,000? (Consider Matthew 24:21,34) 
In chapter 14 we see the same harvest-imagery, yet more is revealed concerning the 144,000….  
 
Revelation 14:1-4 
Then I looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and with him one hundred and forty-four thousand, 
having his name and the name of his Father written on their foreheads. And I heard a voice from heaven, like the sound of many 
waters and like the sound of loud thunder, and the voice which I heard was like the sound of harpists playing on their 
harps. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders; and no one 
could learn the song except the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased from the earth. These are the 
ones who have not been defiled with women, for they have kept themselves chaste. These are the ones who follow the 
Lamb wherever He goes. These have been purchased from among men as first fruits to God and to the Lamb. 
 
What is the “big picture” we see concerning these 144,00 from Revelation 7 and 14?  
How does this relate to the parable of the harvest in Matthew 13? 
 
Immediately following the completion of the first fruits of the harvest, we have a beautiful picture of the feast of the 
Ingathering, that is, the full gathering of the rest harvest. Said another way, in Revelation 14 we see the separation of the wheat 
from the tares, in fulfillment of Matthew 13. Verses 13-16 of Revelation 14 picture the gathering of the wheat (the 
righteous) into the barn (the kingdom) to receive their inheritance, verses 17-20 picture the gathering of the tares (the 
wicked) to be burned in the fire (to suffer the wrath and judgment of God). 
 
Revelation 14:13-16 (The gathering of the wheat) 
And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, “Write, ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!” “Yes,” says the 
Spirit, “so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them.” Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and 
sitting on the cloud was one like a son of man, having a golden crown on His head and a sharp sickle in His hand. And another angel 
came out of the temple, crying out with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Put in your sickle and reap, for the 
hour to reap has come, because the harvest of the earth is ripe.” Then He who sat on the cloud swung His sickle over the earth, and 
the earth was reaped. 
 
Why would those who “die in the Lord” be “blessed” and find “rest” as a result of the harvest? (See Daniel 12:13) 
(Compare Jesus’ words in John 5:24-29 with Revelation 14:15 concerning “the hour” that had come to reap) 
 



John 5:24-25,28-29 
Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come 
into judgment, but has passed out of death into life. Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, when the dead 
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live…. Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all 
who are in the tombs will hear His voice, and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the 
evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment. 
 
Revelation 14:17-20 (The gathering of the tares) 
And another angel came out of the temple which is in heaven, and he also had a sharp sickle. Then another angel, the 
one who has power over fire, came out from the altar; and he called with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, 
saying, “Put in your sharp sickle and gather the clusters from the vine of the earth, because her grapes are ripe.” So, the angel swung 
his sickle to the earth and gathered the clusters from the vine of the earth, and threw them into the great wine press of 
the wrath of God. And the wine press was trodden outside the city, and blood came out from the wine press, up to the horses’ bridles, for 
a distance of two hundred miles. 
 
(Compare John the Baptist’s words in Matthew 3 with Revelation 14:19 concerning “the wrath” of God) 
 
Matthew 3:7,11-12 
But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers, 
who warned you to flee from the wrath [about] to come?... As for me, I baptize you with water for repentance, 
but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in His hand, and He will thoroughly clear His threshing floor; and He will gather 
His wheat into the barn, but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
 
How does all this relate to the parable of the harvest in Matthew 13? 
Now, since the book of Revelation anticipated the “end of the age harvest” of Matthew 13, what does this tell us about 
when the book of Revelation was written? 
What does this tell us about when the events prophesied in the book of Revelation were to be fulfilled? 
All preconceived ideas aside, let’s establish when the book of Revelation was to be fulfilled….  
 

Placing Revelation in its 1st Century Context 
 
Revelation 1:1-3 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to him to show to his bond-servants, the things which must soon take 
place; and he sent and communicated it by his angel to his bond-servant John, who testified to the word of God and 
to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he saw. Blessed is he who reads and those who hear the words of the 
prophecy, and heed the things which are written in it; for the time is near. 
 
Revelation 22:6-7,10,12 
And he said to me, “These words are faithful and true”; and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the prophets, sent His 
angel to show to His bond-servants the things which must soon take place. And behold, I am coming quickly. Blessed is he who heeds 
the words of the prophecy of this book…. And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, 
for the time is near. Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 
 
All preconceived ideas aside, according to Jesus himself, when was the book of Revelation to be fulfilled? 
Now notice the perfect parallels between Revelation 22:12 and Matthew 16:27-28 on the following page….  
 
Revelation 22:12 
Behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 
 
Matthew 16:27-28 
For the Son of Man is going to [about to] come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay 
every man according to his deeds. Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death 
until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom. 
 
 



REVELATION 22 MATTHEW 16:27-28 
Coming of the Son of Man  

(22:7,12) 
Coming of the Son of Man  

(16:27-28) 
With reward  

(22:12) 
With reward (to repay)  

(16:27) 
To judge every man according to their works  

(22:12) 
To judge every man according to their works 

 (16:27) 
Fulfillment was “soon/near”, coming “quickly”  

(22:6-7,10,12)  
Fulfillment in the lifetime of Jesus’ first disciples 

(16:28) 
 
In what ways are Jesus’ words in Matthew 16 and Revelation 22 in agreement? 
How does Matthew 16:27-28 help us to define the words “soon, near and quickly” in Revelation? 
What does this tell us about the second coming of Christ in the book of Revelation? 
Are Matthew 13 and the book of Revelation in agreement on the time of the harvest? If so, how? 
 
In conclusion: 
Matthew 13 and the parable of the harvest foretold the completion/consummation of Israel’s “last day’s resurrection-
harvest” which was fulfilled at the second coming of Christ and the end of the Jewish age in AD70.  
 
In AD30, Christ was raised as the first of the first fruits. (In fulfillment of the feast of First Fruits) 
Between 30-70AD, the first century generation of Christians were progressively being resurrected with Christ as the 
first fruits of the rest of the harvest. (Beginning on the feast of Pentecost) 
And, at the end of the Jewish age in AD70, the faithful dead of all ages were gathered together in Christ at his coming, 
and the rest of the harvest was reaped. (In fulfillment of the feast of the Ingathering) 
 
What does all this mean for us today? 


