
THE PARABLES OF JESUS #10 
 The Parable of the Mustard seed 

 
Parable defined: 
A parable is a figure of speech which uses the imagery and language of the everyday human experience as 
well as historical events to communicate spiritual truths that would be otherwise incomprehensible. This 
means that the parables of Jesus employ the imagery and language of the ancient world of Judaism as well as the surrounding 
foreign nations to communicate spiritual truths concerning the Kingdom of God. An oversimplified definition would be, 
“an earthly story with a heavenly meaning”. 

 
Two-fold purpose of parables: 

1. The parables were spoken to conceal the mysteries of the Kingdom of God from those who were indifferent 
or opposed to their spiritual meaning. 

2. The parables were spoken to reveal truths concerning the Kingdom of God for those who were willing to 
receive and perceive their spiritual meaning.  

 
Let’s begin by reading the parable of the mustard seed as its recorded in both Matthew and Mark. 
 
Mark 4:30-32 
And He said, “How shall we picture the kingdom of God, or by what parable shall we present it? It is like a mustard 
seed, which, when sown upon the soil, though it is smaller than all the seeds that are upon the soil, yet when it is sown, 
it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden plants and forms large branches; so that the birds of the air can 
nest under its shade”. 
 
Matthew 13:31-32 
He presented another parable to them, saying, “the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took 
and sowed in his field; and this is smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden 
plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches”. 
 
What stands out to you about this parable? 
Is it true that a mustard seed is “smaller than all the other seeds”? 
Why does Jesus compare or liken the kingdom of God to a mustard seed? 
What applications are commonly made concerning the kingdom of God from this parable?  
What did Jesus mean when he said that the mustard seed (the kingdom) “becomes a tree, so that the birds of the 
air come and nest in its branches”? 
 

The Parable of the Two Eagles and the Vine - Ezekiel 17 
 
Historical context for the parable: 
In 597BC, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon invaded Judah and Jerusalem and had taken captivity 
Jehoiachin king of Judah as well as many of the nobles. Nebuchadnezzar then made Hezekiah (the uncle of 
Jehoiachin) king of Judah in his place. Six years later (591BC), which was four years before the final invasion 
of Judah by Nebuchadnezzar resulting the destruction of the temple (586BC), the prophet Ezekiel spoke 
this parable/prophecy to the inhabitants of Judah and Jerusalem. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ezekiel 17:1-9 
Now the word of the Lord come to me saying, Son of man, propound a riddle and speak a parable to the house of 
Israel, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “A great eagle with great wings, long pinions and a full plumage of 
many colors came to Lebanon and took away the top of the cedar. He plucked off the topmost of its young twigs and brought 
it to a land of merchants; he set it in a city of traders. He also took some of the seed of the land and planted it in fertile soil. 
He placed it beside abundant waters; he set it like a willow. Then it sprouted and became a low, spreading vine with 
its branches turned toward him, but its roots remained under it. So, it became a vine and yielded shoots 
and sent out branches. But there was another great eagle with great wings and much plumage; and behold, this 
vine bent its roots toward him and sent out its branches toward him from the beds where it was planted, that he might water it. 
It was planted in good soil beside abundant waters, that it might yield branches and bear fruit and become a splendid vine. Say, 
‘Thus says the Lord God, “Will it thrive? Will he not pull up its roots and cut off its fruit, so that it withers 
- so that all its sprouting leaves wither? And neither by great strength nor by many people can it be raised 
from its roots again. 
 
Ezekiel 17:11-21 
Moreover, the word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Say now to the rebellious house, ‘Do you not know what 
these things mean? Say, ‘Behold, the king of Babylon came to Jerusalem, took its king and princes and brought them to 
him in Babylon. He took one of the royal family and made a covenant with him, putting him under oath. He also took away 
the mighty of the land, that the kingdom might be in subjection, not exalting itself, but keeping his covenant 
that it might continue. But he rebelled against him by sending his envoys to Egypt that they might give him horses and 
many troops. Will he succeed? Will he who does such things escape? Can he indeed break the covenant and 
escape? As I live,’ declares the Lord God, ‘Surely in the country of the king who put him on the throne, whose oath he 
despised and whose covenant he broke, in Babylon he shall die. Pharaoh with his mighty army and great company 
will not help him in the war, when they cast up ramps and build siege walls to cut off many lives. Now he 
despised the oath by breaking the covenant, and behold, he pledged his allegiance, yet did all these things; 
he shall not escape.’” Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “As I live, surely My oath which he despised and 
My covenant which he broke, I will inflict on his head. I will spread My net over him, and he will be caught 
in My snare. Then I will bring him to Babylon and enter into judgment with him there regarding the unfaithful act which he 
has committed against Me. All the choice men in all his troops will fall by the sword, and the survivors will be scattered to every 
wind; and you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken.”  
 
The following comparative chart helps to both illustrate and understand Ezekiel’s parable.  
 

EZEKIEL 17:1-9 EZEKIEL 17:11-23 
The house of Israel (17:1) The rebellious house (17:11) 

A great eagle came to Lebanon (17:3) The king of Babylon came to Jerusalem (17:12) 
He took away the top of the cedar, plucked off its 

topmost young twigs, brought it to a land of merchants 
(17:3-4) 

He took away its king (Jehoiachin) and princes and 
brought them to Babylon  

(17:12) 
He took some of the seed of the land and 

 planted it in fertile soil, it became a vine, yielded 
shoots and sent out branches (17:5-6) 

He took one of the royal family (Zedekiah) and made a 
covenant with him, putting him under oath, that the 

kingdom (of Israel) might continue (17:13-14) 
Another great eagle (17:7) Pharaoh king of Egypt (17:15,17) 

The vine bent his roots toward him, that he  
might water it, although it was planted in good soil 

beside abundant waters (17:7-8) 

He (Zedekiah) rebelled against him (the king of 
Babylon) sent envoys to Egypt that they might give him 

horses and many troops (17:15) 
Will it thrive? Will he not pull up its roots and cut off its 

fruit so that it withers (17:9) 
Will he who does such things escape? I will bring him 

to Babylon and judge him there (17:15,20) 
 
Now, notice the parallel between the final verses of Ezekiel’s parable and the parable of the mustard seed….  
 
 



Ezekiel 17:22-24 
“Thus says the Lord God, “I will also take a sprig from the lofty top of the cedar and set it out; I will pluck from the 
topmost of its young twigs a tender one and I will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. On the high mountain of Israel, 
I will plant it, that it may bring forth boughs and bear fruit and become a stately cedar. And birds of every kind 
will nest under it; they will nest in the shade of its branches”. 
 
“He presented another parable to them, saying, “the kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and 
sowed in his field; and this is smaller than all other seeds, but when it is full grown, it is larger than the garden plants and 
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and nest in its branches”. 
 
Conclusion: 
In what ways is Ezekiel’s parable parallel to Jesus’ parable of the mustard seed? 
Is there a connection between the “tender one” who is planted and becomes a “stately cedar” and the “mustard 
seed” which is planted and becomes a “tree”? If so, what? 
 
Through this parable, what was Jesus teaching about: 
Himself? 
His disciples? 
The future of the Jewish nation? 
The kingdom of God? 
 
What does this mean for us today? 
How can we apply these truths to our lives to advance the kingdom of God? 


