
The Cost of the Kingdom of Heaven 
 

In this short study, we will investigate two of Jesus’ parables, which in fact are one parable told twice using different 
imagery.  

1. The hidden treasure 
2. The pearl of great price 

 
Matthew 13:44  
The kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in the field, which a man found and hid again and from joy over it 
he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
 
Matthew 13:45-46 
Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking fine pearls, and upon finding one pearl of great value, he went 
and sold all that he had and bought it. 
 
I suggest the following as guidelines for interpretation: 
-The “merchant-man” is Jesus. 
-The “treasure/pearl of great price” is the righteous remnant of Israel. 
-The “field” is the “world of Judaism” (the old covenant kingdom). 
-The “selling” of all that the man possessed is the price of suffering and death that Jesus paid during his ministry. 
-The “buying” of the field/pearl is the redemption of the remnant of Israel and the establishment of the kingdom of heaven 
within them.  
 
Interpretation of the parables: 
“Jesus is the merchant-man who came to the house of Israel (the body of Moses) within the first century 
world of Judaism in search of a righteous remnant who possessed faith in Him as Messiah, and in His gospel of the coming 
kingdom of heaven. This remnant was the treasure of great value buried within the field. Upon finding this treasure, Jesus 
sold all that he possessed (he gave himself to suffer and die) to purchase that people as his own special possession, 
who would become the extension of his kingdom (his rule and reign) on earth”.  
 
This being said, let’s begin to validate our interpretation of these parables. 
 
#1. Jesus was the merchant-man who came to the house of Israel “seeking” a righteous remnant who possessed faith 
in Him and his message of the coming kingdom of heaven. 
 
Matthew 15:21-28 
Jesus went away from there, and withdrew into the district of Tyre and Sidon. And a Canaanite woman 
from that region came out and began to cry out, saying, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my 
daughter is cruelly demon-possessed. But He did not answer her a word. And His disciples came and 
implored Him, saying, “Send her away, because she keeps shouting at us. But He answered and said, “I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. But she came and began to bow down before Him, saying, “Lord, 
help me!” And He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs. 
But she said, “Yes, Lord; but even the dogs feed on the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table. Then 
Jesus said to her, “O woman, your faith is great; it shall be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed at once. 
 
Matthew 8:5-10,13 
And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him, and saying, “Lord, 
my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented.” Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him. 
But the centurion said, “Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and 
my servant will be healed. For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this 



one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it. 
Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such 
great faith with anyone in Israel…. And Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed.” 
And the servant was healed that very moment. 
 
Luke 19:1-10 
He entered Jericho and was passing through. And there was a man called by the name of Zaccheus; he was 
a chief tax collector and he was rich. Zaccheus was trying to see who Jesus was, and was unable because of 
the crowd, for he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree in order to 
see Him, for He was about to pass through that way. When Jesus came to the place, He looked up and said 
to him, “Zaccheus, hurry and come down, for today I must stay at your house. And he hurried and came 
down and received Him gladly. When they saw it, they all began to grumble, saying, “He has gone to be 
the guest of a man who is a sinner.” Zaccheus stopped and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, half of my 
possessions I will give to the poor, and if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I will give back four times as 
much.” And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he, too, is a son of Abraham. For the 
Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
 
All three of these accounts powerfully suggest that Jesus was the man in the parables “seeking” a remnant 
according to faith, from the Jews first, and then from the Greeks. Now, please pay special attention to the 
following passage.  
 
John 1:43-51 
The next day He purposed to go into Galilee, and He found Philip. And Jesus said to him, “Follow Me.” Now Philip 
was from Bethsaida, of the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have 
found Him of whom Moses in the Law and also the Prophets wrote - Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 
Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see. 
Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him, and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!” 
Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the 
King of Israel.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to you that I saw you under the fig tree, do 
you believe? You will see greater things than these. And He said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see 
the heavens opened and the angels of God ascending and descending on the Son of Man. 
 
There are several significant things about this text that need to be considered. First, notice the words of 
Jesus concerning Nathaniel in John 1:47, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!”. This is an allusion 
to Zephaniah 3:13, “The remnant of Israel will do no wrong and tell no lies, nor will a deceitful tongue be found in their 
mouths…”  
 
Jesus had identified Nathaniel as a member of the faithful remnant and a partaker of the restoration of Israel to be accomplished 
at the covenant-return of the Lord. As a matter of fact, Zephaniah 3:13 (and by implication John 1:47) is alluded 
to by John in Revelation 14:5 when speaking of the last day’s salvation of the 144,000 at the coming of the 
Son of Man; “and no lie was found in their mouth; they are blameless.” And according to John, the appointed time 
had arrived for the eschatological salvation of the remnant to be fully accomplished (Revelation 1:1-3, 14:1-
5, 22:6-12) 
 
Nathaniel then asks Jesus, “How do You know me?” (1:48) Jesus responds by saying, “Before Philip called you, 
when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” (1:48) The phrase “under the fig tree” was an allusion to several Old 
Testament passages where the phrase is used as a Hebrew idiom referring to a place of peace and prosperity 
under the reign of a righteous king. (1) 1 Kings 4:25 - “So Judah and Israel lived in safety, every man under his 
vine and his fig tree, from Dan even to Beersheba, all the days of Solomon”. (2) Micah 4:4 - “Each of them will 
sit under his vine and under his fig tree, with no one to make them afraid…”. And (3), Zechariah 3:10 - “In that 



day,' declares the LORD of hosts, ‘every one of you will invite his neighbor to sit under his vine and under his fig tree”. 
For Jesus to say that he saw Nathaniel “sitting under the fig tree”, was a powerful admission that the kingdom of heaven had 
drawn near and that it’s rule and reign had already found a place within Nathaniel’s heart. 
 
In amazement, Nathaniel then says to Jesus, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel.” (1:49) 
Based on his response, Nathaniel was clearly picking up what Jesus was laying down, proverbially speaking. 
The phrase “the King of Israel” also an allusion to third chapter of Zephaniah, “The Lord has taken away 
His judgments against you, He has cleared away your enemies. The King of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; You 
will fear disaster no more. (Zephaniah 3:15) For Nathaniel, Jesus was Yahweh of the Old Testament who has 
appeared in their midst. 
 
Nathaniel’s response was one of faith. He acknowledged Jesus as King and God of Israel who had appeared in Israel’s lasts 
days to restore the kingdom and to gather again the remnant of his people. 
 
And, in response to Nathaniel’s faith, Jesus confirms to Nathaniel “the promises made to the fathers” by alluding 
to yet another Old Testament passage; “Truly, truly, I say to you, you will see the heavens opened and the angels of 
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” (1:51) The source of Jesus’ words are found in Genesis 28:12; 
“He had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God 
were ascending and descending on it.” And, in the very next verse, God renews and confirms to Isaac the promise 
made to Abraham; that through his seed all the families of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 28:13-15). 
Thus, the picture that is sketched from this prophetic exchange between Jesus and Nathaniel is astonishing! 
 
Jesus as God and King of Israel was renewing and confirming the promises made to the fathers with the last day’s remnant of 
Israel, Nathaniel included. Jesus was Jacob’s ladder, and those who would put their faith in him as Nathaniel had, would 
possess on earth what was promised to them from heaven. The King himself was in their midst seeking a people willing to 
embrace his rule and reign within them. 
 
Approximately thirty years later this same faithful remnant was still increasing; and the persecutor Saul 
turned apostle Paul had been added to their number….  
 
Romans 11:1-5 
I say then, God has not rejected His people, has He? May it never be! For I too am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected His people whom He foreknew. Or do you not know what the 
Scripture says in the passage about Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? Lord, they have killed 
your prophets, they have torn down your altars, and I alone are left, and they are seeking my life. But what is 
the divine response to him? “I have kept for Myself seven thousand men who have not bowed the knee to 
Baal. In the same way then, there has also come to be at the present time a remnant according to God’s gracious choice. 
 
Undeniably, Jesus was the merchant-man of the parables who came to the house of Israel “seeking” a righteous 
remnant who possessed faith in Him and his message of the coming kingdom of heaven. Now to our second point which 
validates our above interpretation. 
 
#2. Upon finding this treasure, Jesus sold all that he possessed through his sufferings and sacrificial death 
to purchase a people to be his own special possession that that they might reveal His rule and reign (His kingdom) on earth.  
 
John 11:47-52 
Therefore, the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, “What are we doing? 
For this man is performing many signs. If we let Him go on like this, all men will believe in Him, and the 
Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation.” But one of them, Caiaphas, who was 
high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing at all, nor do you take into account that it is expedient for you that 
one man die for the people, and that the whole nation not perish. Now he did not say this on his own initiative, but 



being high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus was going to die for the nation, and not for the nation only, but in 
order that He might also gather together into one the children of God who are scattered abroad. 
 
Mark 10:42-45 
Calling them to Himself, Jesus said to them, “You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them; and their great men exercise authority over them. But it is not this way among 
you, but whoever wishes to become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first 
among you shall be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many. 
 
Luke 24:26 
Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory?” 
 
Acts 20:28 
Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to 
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 
 
Galatians 3:13-14 
Christ redeemed us from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us - for it is written, “Cursed is 
everyone who hangs on a tree - in order that in Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles, so that we 
would receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 
 
Hebrews 2:9-10 
But we do see Him who was made for a little while lower than the angels, namely, Jesus, because of the suffering 
of death crowned with glory and honor, so that by the grace of God He might taste death for everyone. For it was fitting for 
Him, for whom are all things, and through whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect 
the author of their salvation through sufferings. 
 
According to the above passages, the death of Christ and the shedding of his blood purchased for God the 
church, the body of Christ. But according to the following two passages the writer of Hebrews makes it clear 
that the price Jesus paid also included his suffering through temptations by which he learned a perfect obedience to faith. 
 
Hebrews 2:16-18 
For assuredly He does not give help to angels, but He gives help to the descendant of Abraham. Therefore, He had 
to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in 
things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. For since He Himself was tempted in 
that which He has suffered, He is able to come to the aid of those who are tempted. 
 
Hebrews 5:7-9 
In the days of His flesh, He offered up both prayers and supplications with loud crying and tears to the One able to save 
Him from death, and He was heard because of His piety. Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things 
which He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal 
salvation. 
 
And of course, all this took place in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy, Christ having become “a servant 
to the circumcision on behalf of the truth of God to confirm the promises given to the fathers, and for the Gentiles to glorify God 
for His mercy…” (Romans 15:8-9) 
 
Isaiah predicted the sufferings of Christ, and Moses predicted the possession of a people to be a holy and 
royal kingdom unto God….  
 



Isaiah 53:3-6 
He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; and like one from whom men hide 
their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows 
He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But He was pierced 
through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell upon 
Him, and by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; 
but the Lord has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him. 
 
Exodus 19:5-6 
Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among 
all the peoples, for all the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.” 
 
In conclusion, I believe that the following passage nicely summarizes our interpretation of the parables of 
“the cost of the kingdom of Heaven”.  
 
Revelation 5:9-10 
And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were slain, 
and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. You have made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.” 
 
Jesus was the merchant-man who came to the house of Israel within the first century world of Judaism in 
search of a righteous remnant who possessed faith in Him as Messiah, and in His gospel of the coming kingdom of heaven. This 
remnant was the treasure of great value buried within the field. Upon finding this treasure, Jesus sold all that he 
possessed (he gave himself to suffer and die) to purchase that people as his own special possession, who have now 
become his kingdom, that is, the extension of his rule and reign on the earth. Jesus’ sufferings unto death was the price 
He paid to purchase for God the faithful remnant of Israel as well as “men from every tribe and tongue and 
people and nation”, who by faith were grafted into that remnant. These together have become “a kingdom and 
priests to our God” who reign with Christ upon the earth (land) forever and ever. 
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I.F.E. 


