
The following chart provides the outline as well as the Divine interpretation of Ezekiel’s riddle/parable: 
 

EZEKIEL 17:1-9 EZEKIEL 17:11-23 
The house of Israel (17:1) The rebellious house (17:11) 

A great eagle came to Lebanon (17:3) The king of Babylon came to Jerusalem (17:12) 
He took away the top of the cedar, plucked off its 

topmost young twigs, brought it to a land of 
merchants (17:3-4) 

He took away its king (Jehoiachin) and princes 
and brought them to Babylon  

(17:12) 
He took some of the seed of the land and 

 planted it in fertile soil, it became a vine, yielded 
shoots and sent out branches  

(17:5-6) 

He took one of the royal family (Zedekiah) and 
made a covenant with him, putting him under 

oath, that the kingdom (of Judah) might continue 
(17:13-14) 

Another great eagle (17:7) Pharaoh king of Egypt (17:15,17) 
The vine bent his roots toward him, that he  

might water it, although it was planted in good 
soil beside abundant waters (17:7-8) 

He (Zedekiah) rebelled against him (the king of 
Babylon) sent envoys to Egypt that they might 

give him horses and many troops (17:15) 
Will it thrive? Will he not pull up its roots and cut 

off its fruit so that it withers (17:9) 
Will he who does such things escape? I will bring 
him to Babylon and judge him there (17:15,20) 

	


