
Revelation 11 & Luke 21 - Identifying the “Two Witnesses”  
 

The following comparative chart demonstrates that what John sees in Revelation 11 was what Jesus had 
predicted in Luke 21, to come upon His generation.  
 

LUKE 21 REVELATION 11 
Jerusalem, the land, the temple  

(21:5,20,23-24) 
The holy city where their Lord was slain, the 

temple of God (11:1-2,8) 
Trampled under-foot by the Gentiles [nations] 

(21:24) [the siege of Jerusalem lasted 42 months] 
Trodden under-foot by the nations [Gentiles] for 

forty-two months (11:2) 
Witnesses bear testimony (21:13) Two witnesses prophesy (11:3) 

Those who testify are given utterance and wisdom 
(21:15) 

Those who prophesy are given power 
(11:5-6) 

The witnesses are put to death (21:16) The prophets are overcome and killed (11:7) 
Their testimony is finished prior to the end 

[Matthew 24:14 -parallel passage] 
Their testimony is finished prior to the end 

(11:7) 
Desolation of the city, powers of the heavens are 

shaken (21:20,26) 
A great earthquake, a tenth of the city fell 

 (11:13) 
Men fainting from fear (21:26) Men are terrified (11:13) 
Sounding of the great trumpet  

[Matthew 24:31 - parallel passage] 
Sounding of the seventh trumpet  

(11:15) 
The full establishment of the kingdom (21:31) The full establishment of the kingdom (11:15-17) 

The wrath of God to take vengeance upon 
Jerusalem and the Jews (21:20-24) 

The wrath of God to destroy those who destroy 
the earth [the land] (11:18) 

The redemption of Israel (21:28) 
[the gathering of the elect - Matthew 24:31 - 

parallel passage] 

The judgment of the dead, the rewarding  
of the saints  

(11:18) 
The coming [the parousia/presence] of the Son of 
Man in a cloud with power and great glory (21:27) 

The appearing of the ark [the Presence of God] in 
His temple, lighting, thunder, earthquake (11:19) 

Fulfilled in the lifetime of Jesus’ generation, at the 
desolation of Jerusalem in AD70 

(21:20-22,32) 

Fulfilled when the holy city was trodden under-
foot for forty-two months (11:2) 

[the desolation of Jerusalem AD67-70] 
The fulfillment of these things would mean the full 

accomplishment of “all things” which had been written 
(Luke 21:22) 

The fulfillment of these things would mean the full 
accomplishment of the mystery of God, as He announced to 

His servants the prophets (Revelation 10:7) 
 
Based on this evidence, consider the following argument: 
 
The power of this chart is that it identifies the “two witnesses” of Revelation 11 as the “witnesses of the 
gospel” in Luke 21, who are persecuted and killed at the hands of Old Covenant Israel. This suggests that 
the killing of the two witnesses in Revelation 11 represents the “filling up of the sufferings of Christ” 
through the martyrdom of first century saints who testified of the gospel of the kingdom until “the end”, 
witnessing to the “Law and the Prophets”.  
 
Furthermore; 
According to both Jesus and John, “all things that had been written” / “all that was announced to the 
prophets” concerning the mystery of God (the gospel of Christ) was to be fulfilled at the fall of Jerusalem 
and the close of the Jewish age in AD70. The end of the Old Covenant age marked by the fall of the temple 
signified that all prophecy had been fulfilled, and the New Covenant age with all its blessings had fully 
arrived in Jesus Christ. 


