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Taking Captivity Captive 
The Restoration of Israel 

 

This study is the result of a question concerning the validity of the gifts of the Spirit today. 

 
Acts 1:6 (NKJV) 
6 Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this 
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 
 

restore - bring back Israel to its state of glory - as in days of Solomon 

-to set in order the kingdom 

kingdom - a people for God - a holy nation (Exodus 6:7;  Exodus 19:3-6) 

 

Israel presently was scattered and the tribes were not unified. 

There were also differing factions having different views of the kingdom. 

Israel had been without a king and suffered occupation by Rome. 

Promises God made to David insinuate to the Messiah (anointed one or 
anointed King). 
 

2 Samuel 7:12-17 (NKJV) 
12 “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after 
you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. 16 And your house 
and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established 
forever.” ’ ” 
 

The seed is the descendant who will sit on David’s throne. 

The throne established forever meaning a throne of a kingdom that will be without end and the 

one sitting on it having no end of days. 

 

Amos 9:11 (NKJV) 
11 “On that day I will raise up 
The tabernacle of David, which has fallen down, 
And repair its damages; 
I will raise up its ruins, 
And rebuild it as in the days of old; 
 
The tabernacle of David meaning the family line referring to the one who will sit on David’s 

throne. 
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The disciples recognized that Jesus of Nazareth was undeniably this Messiah, the true anointed 

King and saviour of Israel even to the nations of the world. 

 

 

John the Baptist 
 

Malachi 4:5-6 (NKJV) 
5 Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord. 
6 And he will turn 
The hearts of the fathers to the children, 
And the hearts of the children to their fathers, 
Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” 
 
This John is Elijah 

Matthew 17:10-13 

 

John came baptizing for the repentance of Israel from their sins. 

The idea here is to unify the people (Malachi 4:6) and prepare them for the appearance of the 

day of the Lord which is the arrival of the Messiah who would build again the tabernacle of 

David and restore the Kingdom to Israel. 

 

Mark 1:14-15 (NKJV) 
14 Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the 
kingdom of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand. 
Repent, and believe in the gospel.” 
 

 

The Ministry of the Messiah 
 

Matthew 21:42-43 

Jesus prophesies the removal of the Kingdom from the Jewish leaders to be given to another 

nation. 

 

Matthew 24:1-3  

Jesus prophesies the destruction of the temple. 

 

John 14:2-3 (NKJV) 
2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 
prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 
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The prepared place represents a new dwelling as a new covenant people of God, a new nation. 

 

John 14:15 

Jesus commands the disciples to keep his commandments (teachings). 

He taught them that he would suffer and die but rise again the third day and that he would come 

again. 

 

Death, burial and resurrection of Christ in fulfilment of the feast of Passover. 

 

Mat 28:18 — Mat 28:20 (NKJV) 
18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen. 
 

Acts 1:3  

Prelude to the ascension of Christ 

 

Acts 1:4-5 

Jesus commands the apostles to remain in Jerusalem to wait for the promise of the Father 

 

Acts 1:6 

Apostles enquire of the restoration of the Kingdom to Israel 

 

Acts 1:5, 7-8 

- wait for the promise of the Father 

- you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit 

- not for you to know times or seasons 

- you shall receive power 

- you shall be my witnesses 

 

 

The Ministry of the Gifts - Leading Captivity Captive 
 

Acts 2:1-4 

The disciples receive the promised Holy Spirit and empowerment 

 

Acts 2:38-42 

The commission begins and many signs are done by the apostles 
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Ephesians 4:7-13 (NKJV) 
7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore 
He says: 
“When He ascended on high, 
He led captivity captive, 
And gave gifts to men.” 
9 (Now this, “He ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower 
parts of the earth? 10 He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the 
heavens, that He might fill all things.) 
11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some 
pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying 
of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 
 

“He led captivity captive” 

Quote from Psalm 68:18 

 

Psalms 68:18 (KJV) 
18 Thou hast ascended on high, thou hast led captivity captive: 
thou hast received gifts for men; 
yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord God might dwell (among them). 
 

“that the Lord God might dwell” - that he might reign putting all enemies under his feet 

 

1 Corinthians 15:25 (NKJV) 
25 For He must reign till He has put all enemies under His feet. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:24 (NKJV) 
24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an 
end to all rule and all authority and power. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:26 (NKJV) 
26 The last enemy that will be destroyed is death. 
 

Death of being cut off from being a people of God.  Israel after the flesh had always been hostile 

to the prophets of God, even now to the Messiah King and an enemy of the redeemed, spiritual 

Israel.  Israel after the flesh had become the embodiment of death, a corpse, and would be 

destroyed (Matthew 24:27-28). 

 
1 Corinthians 15:27-28 (NKJV) 
27 For “He has put all things under His feet.” But when He says “all things are put under Him,” it 
is evident that He who put all things under Him is excepted. 28 Now when all things are made 
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subject to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject to Him who put all things under Him, 
that God may be all in all. 
 

This Son is the new covenant body of Christ, spiritual Israel. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 (NKJV) 
15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the 
coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will 
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with 
the Lord. 
 
The dead in Christ will rise - the resurrection takes place at the Lord’s parousia (70AD, 

destruction of the temple) 

The latter part of this verse is hebraic language - “meet the Lord in the air.” 

Jesus said no man comes to the father but by me, he is the way, the truth, and the life. 

 

Jn 14:3 — Jn 14:7 (NKJV) 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way you know.” 
5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how can we know the 
way?” 
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me. 
7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him 
and have seen Him.” 
 
In other words to meet the Lord in the air is to see the full council of the Father revealed in the 

coming of the Lord, the parousia event.  This would be realized by the destruction of the jewish 

temple in 70 AD.  That God may be all in all. 

 

Ephesians 4:7-8 (NKJV) 
7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift. 8 Therefore 
He says: 
“When He ascended on high, 
He led captivity captive, 
And gave gifts to men.” 
 
Deuteronomy 30:1-3 (KJV) 
1 And it shall come to pass, when all these things are come upon thee, the blessing and the 
curse, which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind among all the nations, 
whither the Lord thy God hath driven thee, 2 And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt 
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obey his voice according to all that I command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all thine 
heart, and with all thy soul; 3 That then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, and have 
compassion upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the 
Lord thy God hath scattered thee. 
 

God will turn their captivity - that is restore Israel and gather them from where they have been 

scattered.  They would go into captivity because of their rebellion in turning away from Him. 

This turning of the captivity is the restoration of Israel. 

The ministry of the gifts of the Holy Spirit was a sign to Israel that her restoration had begun and 

would find her fulfillment in the parousia of the Lord in 70AD when the temple representing old 

covenant types and shadows was destroyed due to the arrival of that which is more perfect 

embodied by the new covenant temple, people - the body of Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 13:8-12 (NKJV) 
8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; whether there are tongues, 
they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 9 For we know in part and we 
prophesy in part. 10 But when that which is perfect has come, then that which is in part 
will be done away. 
11 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a child, I thought as a child; but 
when I became a man, I put away childish things. 12 For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but 
then face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know just as I also am known. 
 

“when that which is perfect has come” - the parousia of Christ - then the part realm of the gifts 

cease. 

“but when I became a man” - a mature member of a new covenant people of God. 

“but then face to face” - to see the full council of the Father.  Moses didn’t see the face of the 

Father, he only saw the back of his head.  He did not see the fulfilled council only types and 

shadows. 

“but then I shall know just as I also am known” - again the full fulfilled council of our Father 

revealed in the parousia of Christ.  To know as I know myself.  Seeing clearly.  No more 

shadows! 

 

 

 

Concluding Remarks 
 

1 Corinthians 15:24 (NKJV) 
24 Then comes the end, when He delivers the kingdom to God the Father, when He puts an 
end to all rule and all authority and power. 
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The gifts of the Spirit were a sign to Israel that her restoration had come.  Her King was seated 

on the throne of David, reigning in signs and wonders, putting all enemies under his feet.  The 

last enemy, Israel after the flesh - death, was destroyed with its temple in 70 AD.  The Father is 

now all in all in His Kingdom, spiritual Israel, and ended the apostolic age of sign gifts.  The sign 

gifts realized fulfillment at the parousia of Jesus Christ, our Father and King.  We have entered 

the Father’s rest.  

 

Hebrews 4:10 (NKJV) 
10 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works as God did 
from His. 


