
The Parables of Jesus #17 
The Restoration of the Vineyard & The End of Evil the Vine Growers 

Part III 
 
Matthew 21:42-45 
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief 
corner stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. And he who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust. When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they 
understood that He was speaking about them. 
 
In this final part of our study, we will focus specifically on…. 
 

1. What it meant for the kingdom of God to be “taken away” from ethnic Israel. 
2. What it meant for the kingdom of God to be “given to” the church, true/spiritual Israel? 

 
The “story” that Jesus was telling through this parable was a story that had been told many times in many ways 
throughout the pages of Old Testament scripture, beginning in the book of Genesis.  
 
Genesis 21:1-10 
Then the Lord took note of Sarah as He has said, and the Lord did for Sarah as He had promised. So, 
Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of which God had spoken 
to him. Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. Then 
Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded him. Now 
Abraham was one hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Sarah said, “God has made 
laughter for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me. And she said, “Who would have said to Abraham 
that Sarah would nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age. The child grew and was weaned, 
and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned. Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, 
whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking. Therefore, she said to Abraham, “Drive out [cast out] this maid and her son, 
for the son of this maid shall not be an heir with my son Isaac. The matter distressed Abraham greatly because of his 
son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the lad and your maid; whatever Sarah 
tells you, listen to her, for through Isaac your descendants shall be named. 
 
What are your thoughts on this passage? 
Paul identified the “true and higher [spiritual] meaning” of this story in his epistle to the Galatians….  
 
Galatians 4:28-31 
And you brethren, like Isaac, are children of promise. But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him 
who was born according to the Spirit, so it is now also. But what does the Scripture say? “Cast out the bondwoman and 
her son, for the son of the bondwoman shall not be an heir with the son of the free woman. So then, brethren, we are not 
children of a bondwoman, but of the free woman. 
 
According to Genesis 21 and Galatians 4, what did it mean for the kingdom of God to be “taken away” from 
Israel? 
Now let’s jump to the days of Saul, the first king of Israel….  
 
1 Samuel 15:1,23-29 
Then Samuel said to Saul, “The Lord sent me to anoint you as King over His people, over Israel, and therefore, 
listen to the words of the Lord. …. For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and insubordination is as iniquity 
and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, He has also rejected you from being king.” Then Saul said 



to Samuel, “I have sinned; I have indeed transgressed the command of the Lord and your words, because 
I feared the people and listened to their voice. Now therefore, please pardon my sin and return with me, 
that I may worship the Lord” But Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you; for you have rejected 
the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel.” As Samuel turned to go, Saul seized 
the edge of his robe, and it tore. So Samuel said to him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today 
and has given it to your neighbor, who is better than you. Also, the Glory of Israel will not lie or change His mind; for He is 
not a man that He should change His mind.” 
 
What are your thoughts on this passage? 
Yet, the narrative continues….  
 
2 Samuel 3:1,6-10 
Now there was a long war between the house of Saul and the house of David; and David grew steadily stronger, but the house 
of Saul grew weaker continually…. It came about while there was war between the house of Saul and the house 
of David that Abner was making himself strong in the house of Saul. Now Saul had a concubine whose 
name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah; and Ish-bosheth said to Abner, “Why have you gone in to my 
father’s concubine?” Then Abner was very angry over the words of Ish-bosheth and said, “Am I a dog’s 
head that belongs to Judah? Today I show kindness to the house of Saul your father, to his brothers and to 
his friends, and have not delivered you into the hands of David; and yet today you charge me with a guilt 
concerning the woman. May God do so to Abner, and more also, if as the Lord has sworn to David, I do not 
accomplish this for him, to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and to establish the throne of David over Israel and over 
Judah, from Dan even to Beersheba.” 
 
By combining Genesis 21, Galatians 4, and 1 Samuel 15, what did it mean for the kingdom of God to be 
“taken away” from Israel? 
 
With this established, let’s begin to understand the significance of the kingdom of God being “given to” the 
church, true/spiritual Israel? 
 
Daniel 7:13-14,21-22,27 
I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming, and He 
came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all 
the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion which will 
not pass away; and His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed…. I kept looking, and that horn was 
waging war with the saints and overpowering them until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor 
of the saints of the Highest One, and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom…. Then the sovereignty, 
the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest 
One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.’ 
 
What are your thoughts on this passage? 
Daniel’s prophecy is reiterated by John in the book of Revelation…. 
 
Revelation 2:25-27 
Nevertheless, what you have, hold fast until I come. He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the 
end, to him I will give authority over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of iron, as the vessels of the potter are 
broken to pieces, as I also have received authority from My Father. 
 
How does John more clearly explain the prophecy of Daniel? 
By combining Daniel 7 and Revelation 2, what did it mean for the “saints to take possession of the kingdom”? 
But there’s more. John expands on what would take place at the time that the church received the kingdom. 
 



Revelation 11:15-19 
Then the seventh angel sounded; and there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders, who sit on 
their thrones before God, fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying, “We give You thanks, O Lord God, 
the Almighty, who are and who were, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign. And the 
nations were enraged, and Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your 
bond-servants the prophets and the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who 
destroy the earth [land].” And the temple of God which is in heaven was opened; and the ark of His covenant 
appeared in His temple, and there were flashes of lightning and sounds and peals of thunder and an earthquake 
and a great hailstorm. 
 
Now, by combining Daniel 7, Revelation 2, and Revelation 11, what did Jesus mean when he said that the 
kingdom of God would be given to the church in Matthew 21?  
Said another way, what would it mean for the church (true Israel) to receive the kingdom? 
 
Jesus affirms what we have covered so far in the following passage….  
 
Matthew 8:11-12 
I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom 
of heaven; but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.” 
 
And notice when Jesus places this….  
 
Matthew 24:30-31,34 
And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. And He will send forth His 
angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the 
other…. Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
 
Matthew 25:31-34 
But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne. All the 
nations will be gathered before Him; and He will separate them from one another, as the shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats; and He will put the sheep on His right, and the goats on the left. Then the King will say to those 
on His right, ‘Come, you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
 
Any thoughts on these passages? 
 
In conclusion: 
The taking away of the kingdom from Old Covenant Israel meant that the rule and authority (the Divine stewardship) 
over the government of God that had been entrusted to them as God’ s covenant people had been removed. 
The rule of heaven would no longer be expressed or imposed through the Law of Moses (the Old Covenant). 
Judaism like Egypt, had become a house of bondage, and like Saul, had become a rejected kingdom which 
stood in opposition to the kingdom of Christ. The overthrow of Jerusalem and Judaism in AD70 marked the 
ultimate end of ethnic Israel as a covenant people, never to inherit the blessings of Abraham based on their lineage according to 
the flesh.  
 
Conversely, the giving of the kingdom to the church (true and spiritual Israel) meant that the rule and authority (the 
Divine stewardship) over the government of God had now been entrusted to them as God’ s New Covenant 
people. The rule of heaven would now be expressed, upheld, administered and expanded through the 
preaching and teaching of the gospel and obedience to the commandments of Jesus. Like Isaac and David, 



the time had come for the sons of promise to receive the inheritance of Abraham following the casting out of 
them who opposed them. To inherit the kingdom was to (1) be raised from the dead (restored from covenant-
separation from God in the body of Adam into covenant-union with God in the body of Christ) and (2) be 
given the authority and responsibility to expand the government of Christ (his kingdom) on earth. 
 
It is in this way that the following passage finds fulfillment….  
 
Revelation 5:9-10 
And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were 
slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 
You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth. 
 
As God’s kingdom of priests, how do we reign upon the earth? 


