
The Parables of Jesus #18 
The Divorce of Judah & the Remarriage of the New Israel - Part I 

 
Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 
feast for his son. And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were 
unwilling to come. Again, he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Behold, I have 
prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding feast. But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business, and 
the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them. But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and 
destroyed those murderers and set their city on fire. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who 
were invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there invite to the 
wedding feast. Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered together all they found, both evil and good; and the 
wedding hall was filled with dinner guests. But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man there who 
was not dressed in wedding clothes, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without wedding 
clothes?’ And the man was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness; in that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
What are your thoughts on this parable? 
How would a first century Jewish audience have understood this parable? (See Romans 15:8) 
 
Since Jesus is only telling the “end of the story”, the following outline will help us understand the rest of his-story: 
1. Israel (all 12 tribes) had been married to God (Jeremiah 31:31-32). 
2. The kingdom of Israel had been divided (1 Kings 12:1-20), therefore God was married to both northern 
and southern kingdoms. 
3. God had divorced the northern kingdom of Israel. (Hosea 1-3, Isaiah 50:1, Jeremiah 3:8) 
4. In the last days God would also divorce the southern kingdom of Judah (Hosea 6:10-11, Isaiah 65), yet 
he would remarry all 12 tribes as a “united new Israel” (Hosea 1-3, Isaiah 65, Matthew 22:1-14). 
5. The divorce of Judah and the remarriage of the new Israel would be accomplished through the covenant 
return of the Lord (the second coming of Christ - Isaiah 62:10-12, Revelation 22:12) at the destruction of 
Jerusalem in AD70 (Matthew 22:1-14). 
 

The Marriage at Mt. Sinai 
 
Jeremiah 31:31-32 
“Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with 
the house of Judah, not like the covenant which I made with their fathers in the day I took them by the hand 
to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant which they broke, although I was a husband to them,” declares 
the Lord. 
 

The Dividing of the Kingdom 
 
1 Kings 12:16 
When all Israel saw that the king did not listen to them, the people answered the king, saying, “What portion 
do we have in David? We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse; To your tents, O Israel! Now look after your own 
house, David!” So, Israel departed to their tents. 
 
 
 



A “Living Parable” of the Divorce & Remarriage of Israel 
 

Hosea prophesied to the northern kingdom of Israel prior to the invasion of the Assyrians in 722BC, which 
was a judgment of God representing their divorce from Him. Hosea is commanded to take a whore (a prostitute) to 
be his wife who bears him three “children of harlotry”; that is, they are not his children. Hosea’s wife Gomer 
represents who and what Israel had become and the names of her children represent what God was about to do to the nation. 
 
Hosea 1:1-6,8-9 
The word of the Lord which came to Hosea the son of Beeri, during the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and 
Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Israel. When the Lord 
first spoke through Hosea, the Lord said to Hosea, “Go, take to yourself a wife of harlotry and have children of 
harlotry; for the land commits flagrant harlotry, forsaking the Lord.” So, he went and took Gomer the daughter of 
Diblaim, and she conceived and bore him a son. And the Lord said to him, “Name him Jezreel [God 
sows/scatters]; for yet a little while, and I will punish the house of Jehu for the bloodshed of Jezreel, and I will put an 
end to the kingdom of the house of Israel. “On that day, I will break the bow of Israel in the valley of Jezreel.” 
Then she conceived again and gave birth to a daughter. And the Lord said to him, “Name her Lo-ruhamah 
[no mercy] for I will no longer have compassion on the house of Israel, that I would ever forgive them…. When she had 
weaned Lo-ruhamah she conceived and gave birth to a son. And the Lord said, “Name him Lo-ammi, [not 
my people], for you are not My people and I am not your God.” 
 
Although Israel would be “scattered” and separated [divorced] from the Lord, they as well as Judah would 
eventually be regathered [remarried] under “one leader”; the Messiah. Hosea continues….  
 
Hosea 1:10-11 
Yet the number of the sons of Israel will be like the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured or numbered; and in the place 
where it is said to them, “You are not My people,” it will be said to them, “You the sons of the living God.” 
[Romans 9:25-26] And the sons of Judah and the sons of Israel will be gathered together, and they will appoint for 
themselves one leader, and they will go up from the land, for great will be the day of Jezreel. 
 
As the prophecy of Hosea continues, the language of divorce and remarriage becomes clearer concerning 
the norther kingdom of Israel who is depicted as the mother of the people. 
 
Hosea 2:1-5,9-13 
Say to your brothers, Ammi [my people] and to your sisters, Ruhamah [mercy]. “Contend with your 
mother, contend, for she is not my wife, and I am not her husband; and let her put away her harlotry from her face 
and her adultery from between her breasts, or I will strip her naked and expose her as on the day when she 
was born. I will also make her like a wilderness, make her like desert land and slay her with thirst. 
 
Yet once again, the promise of restoration is given through the imagery of a betrothal (engagement) and marriage. 
 
Hosea 2:14-20 
Therefore, behold, I will allure her, bring her into the wilderness and speak kindly to her. Then I will give 
her her vineyards from there, and the valley of Achor as a door of hope. And she will sing there as in the days 
of her youth, as in the day when she came up from the land of Egypt. It will come about in that day,” declares the 
Lord, “That you will call Me Ishi [my husband] and will no longer call Me Baali [my master/my 
Baal]. For I will remove the names of the Baals from her mouth, so that they will be mentioned by their 
names no more. In that day, I will also make a covenant for them with the beasts of the field, the birds of the sky 
and the creeping things of the ground. And I will abolish the bow, the sword and war from the land, and 
will make them lie down in safety. I will betroth you to Me forever; yes, I will betroth you to Me in righteousness and in 
justice, in lovingkindness and in compassion, and I will betroth you to Me in faithfulness. Then you will know the Lord. 



And finally, as a “living illustration” of the Lord’s “last days” mercy and compassion for Israel, Hosea is 
commanded to “buy back” his harlot-wife who had become a slave. This speaks to the fact that in the ‘last 
days”, the Lord would redeem his enslaved and adulterous people, and the Lord Himself would be to them a husband. 
 
Hosea 3:1-5 
Then the Lord said to me, “Go again, love a woman who is loved by her husband, yet an adulteress, even as the Lord loves 
the sons of Israel, though they turn to other gods and love raisin cakes. So, I bought her [Gomer] for myself for 
fifteen shekels of silver and a homer and a half of barley. Then I said to her, “You shall stay with me for many days. You 
shall not play the harlot, nor shall you have a man [husband]; so I will also be toward you.” For the sons of Israel will 
remain for many days without king or prince, without sacrifice or sacred pillar and without ephod 
or household idols. Afterward the sons of Israel will return and seek the Lord their God and David their king; and they will 
come trembling to the Lord and to His goodness in the last days. 
 
Now notice, the following passage expresses the Lord’s divorce of Israel as his “tearing them to pieces” and his “going 
away and returning to His place.”  
 
Hosea 5:14-15 
For I will be like a lion to Ephraim and like a young lion to the house of Judah. I, even I, will tear to pieces and 
go away, I will carry away, and there will be none to deliver. I will go away and return to My place until 
they acknowledge their guilt and seek My face; in their affliction they will earnestly seek Me. 
 
In other words, through the removal of God’s covenant-presence signified by their judgment at the hands of Assyria, Israel 
would be divorced from the Lord. This divorce and scattering of Israel would result in their total loss of identity; 
as Hosea says….  
 
Hosea 8:8 
Israel is swallowed up; they are now among the nations like a vessel in which no one delights. 
 

The Last Days Divorce of Judah 
 
According to the prophets, the wickedness of Judah had become worse than the northern kingdom. As a 
result, they too would suffer a similar fate; divorce through the removal of the covenant-presence of the Lord. 
 
Jeremiah 3:10-11 
Yet in spite of all this her treacherous sister Judah did not return to Me with all her heart, but rather in 
deception,” declares the Lord. And the Lord said to me, “Faithless Israel has proved herself more righteous than 
treacherous Judah. 
 
Isaiah 65:11-15 
But you who forsake the Lord, who forget My holy mountain, who set a table for Fortune [Gad], and who fill cups 
with mixed wine for Destiny [Meni], I will destine you for the sword, and all of you will bow down to the 
slaughter. Because I called, but you did not answer; I spoke, but you did not hear. And you did evil in My sight and 
chose that in which I did not delight.” Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “Behold, my servants will eat, but 
you will be hungry. Behold, my servants will drink, but you will be thirsty. Behold, my servants will rejoice, but you 
will be put to shame. “Behold, my servants will shout joyfully with a glad heart, but you will cry out with a heavy 
heart, and you will wail with a broken spirit. “You will leave your name for a curse to My chosen ones, and the Lord God will 
slay you. But My servants will be called by another name. 
 
Hosea 6:10-11 
In the house of Israel, I have seen a horrible thing; Ephraim’s harlotry is there, Israel has defiled itself. Also, 
O Judah, there is a harvest appointed for you, when I restore the fortunes of My people. 



The Remarriage of New Israel at the Coming of the Lord 
 
In fulfillment of the promises of restoration through marriage, Isaiah foretold the Messianic remarriage of Israel 
at the coming of the Lord, that is; at the second coming of Christ. 
 
Isaiah 62:1-5,10-12 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not keep quiet, until her righteousness goes 
forth like brightness, and her salvation like a torch that is burning. The nations will see your righteousness, and all 
kings your glory; and you will be called by a new name which the mouth of the Lord will designate. You will also 
be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. It will no longer 
be said to you, “Forsaken,” nor to your land will it any longer be said, “Desolate”; but you will be called, “My delight is in 
her,” and your land, “Married”; for the Lord delights in you, and to Him your land will be married. For as a young man 
marries a virgin, so your sons will marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so your God will rejoice over you…. 
Go through, go through the gates, clear the way for the people; build up, build up the highway, remove the 
stones, lift up a standard over the peoples. Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth, say to 
the daughter of Zion, “Lo, your salvation comes; behold His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him.” And 
they will call them, “The holy people, the redeemed of the Lord; and you will be called, “Sought out, a city 
not forsaken.” 
 
According to Jesus’ parable, when would this take place? 
Compare the following passages….  
 
Isaiah 62:11 
Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end of the earth, say to the daughter of Zion, “Lo, your salvation comes; 
behold His reward is with Him, and His recompense before Him.” 
 
Matthew 16:27-28 
“For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay (reward) every man 
according to his deeds. Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they 
see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom. 
 
Revelation 22:10,12 
And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. Behold, I am 
coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to render to every man according to what he has done. 
 
In conclusion: 
The parable of the wedding feast must be understood through the lens of Old Testament prophecy 
concerning the restoration of Israel and the return of the covenant-presence of the Lord [the second coming 
of Christ] to bring salvation to his people. The restoration of Israel through remarriage was to take place in Israel’s 
lasts days; which did take place in AD70, signified by the fall of Jerusalem and the divorce of Old Covenant 
Judah. The remarriage of the new Israel (the body of Christ) was consummated at the full establishment of 
the New Covenant. 
 
 
Continued in Part II…. 


