
 
Ezekiel 17:22-23 Matthew 13:31-32 / Mark 4:30-32 

A young twig (17:22) A mustard seed (13:31) 
A tender one (17:22) Smaller than all other seeds (13:32) 

Planted on a high mountain (17:23) Sown (planted) in the field (13:31) 
Brought forth boughs and bore fruit (17:23) Formed large branches (4:32) 

Became a stately cedar (17:23) Became a tree (13:32) 
Birds of every kind nest in the shade of its 

branches (17:23) 
Birds of the air nest under the shade of its 

branches (13:32, 4:32) 
 

Explanation of the chart: 
 
In his parable, Jesus replaces the “tender young twig” with the “mustard seed”. But without a 
doubt, Jesus was that “tender young twig” plucked from the top of the cedar (from the kingdom of 
Judah) in fulfillment of Ezekiel’s prophecy. Therefore, Jesus was the mustard seed, who was to be 
planted to bring forth the kingdom and gather all nations.  
 

Jesus’ application of the historical situation in Ezekiel’s day to his first century last day’s generation: 
 
Just as Judah of Ezekiel’s day had failed to remain faithful to the covenant of the king and had 
sought deliverance from Egypt, so it was in Jesus’ day. And, just as Judah had suffered destruction 
for their violation of that covenant, so it was with the Jews of Jesus’ generation. The first century 
Jews had rebelled against the Covenant of the King of Kings and had put their trust in spiritual 
Egypt (the Old Covenant and its system - Galatians 4:21-5:5, Revelation 11:8) for deliverance. As 
a result, a total and final destruction was coming in their lifetime. Yet despite their unfaithfulness, 
God would remain faithful to the remnant just as he had promised through Ezekiel. The house of 
Judah and the seed of David would be preserved, and through that lineage Yahweh would pluck 
for himself a tender twig - Jesus the mustard seed - who would be planted to establish his kingdom 
as a house for all nations. 


