
The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard 
A Study of Matthew 21:33-45 - Part II 

 
We discovered in part I of our study that Jesus’ three symbolic acts (the triumphal entry, the cleansing and 
overthrow of the temple, and the cursing and withering of the fig tree) identified the then-current condition 
of the temple and nation, as well as the implications of the imminent judgement and salvation that had 
already begun through his own ministry. Through the coming of the King in his kingdom (Matthew 21:5,40 
Mark 11:10), the Father’s house that had become a den of robbers would be transformed into a spiritual 
house of prayer for all nations. By understanding these three symbolic acts we have established the biblical 
background and context for the parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard”. We are now ready to explore 
the meaning of the parable itself.  
 
Matthew 21:33-45 
Listen to another parable. There was a landowner who planted a vineyard and put a wall around it and put a winepress 
in it, and built a tower, and rented it out to vine-growers and went on a journey. When the harvest time approached, he sent 
his slaves to the vine-growers to receive his produce. The vine-growers took his slaves and beat one, and killed 
another, and stoned a third. Again, he sent another group of slaves larger than the first; and they did the 
same thing to them. But afterward he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son. But when the vine-
growers saw the son, they said among themselves, ‘This is the heir; come, let us kill him and seize his 
inheritance. They took him, and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. Therefore, when the owner of the 
vineyard comes, what will he do to those vine-growers? They said to Him, “He will bring those wretches to a wretched 
end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper seasons. Jesus said to 
them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief corner stone; 
this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on 
whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust. When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they understood 
that He was speaking about them. 
 
As is so often the case, to understand the parables of Jesus we must go to the scriptures of Jesus, that is, the 
writings in the Law and the prophets. As is universally acknowledged, the parable of “The Restoration of the 
Lord’s Vineyard” was drawn directly from the parable of “The Worthless Vineyard” sung on behalf of the Lord 
to Israel by the prophet Isaiah. 
 
Isaiah 5:1-7 
Let me sing now for my well-beloved a song of my beloved concerning His vineyard. My well-beloved had a vineyard on 
a fertile hill. He dug it all around, removed its stones, and planted it with the choicest vine. And He built a tower in the middle 
of it and also hewed out a wine vat in it; then He expected it to produce good grapes, but it produced only 
worthless ones. And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between Me and My 
vineyard. What more was there to do for My vineyard that I have not done in it? Why, when I expected it to 
produce good grapes did it produce worthless ones? So now let Me tell you what I am going to do to My vineyard: I 
will remove its hedge and it will be consumed; I will break down its wall and it will become trampled ground. I will lay it 
waste; It will not be pruned or hoed, but briars and thorns will come up. I will also charge the clouds to rain no rain on it. For 
the vineyard of the Lord of hosts is the house of Israel and the men of Judah His delightful plant. Thus, He looked for justice, 
but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, a cry of distress. 
 
Isaiah prophesied of the judgment that was going to come upon “the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the men 
of Judah” (5:3,7) through the kingdom of Babylon more than one hundred years before it happened. Israel, 
specifically the nation of Judah, was the “vineyard of the Lord of hosts” (5:7) who had been planted and cultivated 
by the blessings and mercies of heaven. Yet despite all this, they had failed to produce the fruit of justice 
and righteousness and instead had produced nothing but “worthless grapes” (5:2-4), a harvest of 



“bloodshed, cries, and distress” (5:7). As a result, the Lord would “whistle for a distant nation from the ends 
of the earth” (5:26) who would “remove its hedge, break down its walls” (5:5-6), and “carry it off with no 
one to deliver” (5:29). This was fully accomplished between 605-586BC under the reign of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon.  
 
Fast forward approximately five hundred and fifty years. Judah and Jerusalem had been rebuilt and the 
nation regathered and restored, yet the vineyard of the Lord of hosts has still failed to produce any good 
grapes or any ripened figs (Matthew 21:18-20 Luke 13:6-9). As a result, history was about to repeat itself. 
With these things in mind, I submit the following as an outline for interpreting this parable of Jesus: 
 
-The landowner is the Father  
-The vineyard is the house (the kingdom) of Israel 
-The wall, the winepress, and the tower, are blessings of the covenant/Divine provisions 
-The vine growers are the leadership (scribes, Pharisees, Sadducees) of Israel 
-The groups of slaves/servants are the Old Testament prophets 
-The Son is Jesus 
-The “coming” of the owner of the vineyard (the landowner) is the “second coming of Christ” 
-The “wretched end” of the vine growers is the judgment and removal of the natural kingdom of Israel in AD70 
-The “other vine growers” who were given the vineyard are the body of Christ, the spiritual kingdom of Israel 
-The “proceeds at the proper seasons” is the fruit of the vineyard (the fruit of the kingdom) - righteousness and justice 
 
Based on this outline as well as our understanding of Jesus’ three symbolic acts, the following is my 
interpretation of the parable: 
 
The Father (the Landowner) had planted Old Covenant Israel as his Vineyard (his Kingdom) and had 
provided all things necessary for a fruitful harvest. When the time came for the Father to receive his share 
of the crop, he sent his prophets, one after another. But, one after another, they were rejected and killed. 
Finally, the Father send his Son, but in their greed and wickedness, the vine growers killed the Son and 
hijacked the vineyard to be their own inheritance. In response to this treachery, the Owner of the vineyard 
“came” (the coming of the King to Zion - Zechariah 9:9-10, Isaiah 59:17-21, Romans 11:25-27) and 
destroyed those wicked tenants and leased out his vineyard to others who were worthy of it. The judgment 
and destruction of the Jews and Jerusalem in AD70 marked the time when the kingdom (the rule and 
stewardship of the vineyard) was taken from natural Israel and given to the body of Christ who would 
produce for the Owner his share of the kingdom-crop; a harvest of righteousness and justice. This was both 
the judgment and salvation of Israel through the restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard, the kingdom of the 
Son of David (Mark 11:10).  
 
There is another point that we should make concerning the parables in both Isaiah 5 and Matthew 21. In 
Isaiah 5:1 the prophet begins the parable by saying, or rather by “singing”, “Let me sing now for my well-beloved 
a song of my beloved concerning His vineyard”. Notice, Isaiah sings this parable as a song for the Lord (his well-
beloved), but, it is also a song of the Lord. In other words, the parable is the Lord’s song that Isaiah is singing for 
Him against Israel. This “song” is what is known as a “taunt-song”. Taunt-songs were common in the ancient 
eastern world and were sung to express public humiliation over the defeat or ill-fortune of an individual or 
group, and specifically, of a leader or nation. On one hand, taunt-songs generally shame the proud and 
oppressive, expressing their complete rejection and overthrow with no hope of recovery; and on other, they 
emphasize the sovereignty and dominion of the conquering nation, king or God (gods).  
 
Two examples of taunt songs in the Old Testament scriptures are found in Isaiah 14 and Habakkuk 2. In 
the former, it was “in the day” when Israel had “settled again in their own land” and had been given “rest 
from their pain and turmoil” (14:1-3) that they were to “take up this taunt against the king of Babylon” 
saying, “How has the oppressor ceased, and how fury has ceased! The Lord has broken the staff of the wicked, the scepter of 



rulers….” (14:4-5). Historically this taunt would have been sung following the overthrow of Babylon by the 
Medes and the Persians, and the subsequent restoration of the remnant of Israel under Ezra and Nehemiah. 
In the latter, Habakkuk anticipated the mockery that the Chaldeans would heap upon Judah following their 
overthrow of the city when they would take up a taunt-song against them saying, “Woe to him who increases what 
is not his…. Because you have looted many nations, all the remainder of the peoples will loot you….” (2:6-8). This taunt-
song was no doubt sung following the ruin of the city and temple in 586BC.  
 
Isaiah 5 is another example of such a taunt-song. In that parable, the Lord himself through his prophet sings this 
song to Judah and the rulers in Jerusalem in anticipation of their overthrow by the Babylonians. In the song, 
Jerusalem and the men of Judah are the proud oppressors of the people (5:7) who will be shamed at their 
complete rejection by Yahweh without any hope of recovery (5:5-7,13-14,24-30). On the other hand, 
Yahweh is expressed in the song as the Sovereign Lord of the vineyard who executes his judgment upon 
those who had abused the authority he had given them. What is interesting about this taunt-song is that it 
was the Lord’s taunt-song against Israel in anticipation of their coming judgment. At this point the application to Jesus’ 
parable which he himself spoke against Israel should be clear.  
 
By quoting Isaiah and applying the Lord’s taunt-song to the imminent judgment of Judah and Jerusalem by 
the Romans in AD70, the Lord himself was singing to Israel this ancient taunt-song anew. The Jews of the first century 
had become like Babylon of old had had risen up in the place of their fathers (Numbers 32:14, Matthew 
23:29-36) as the persecutors of the righteous and the spoilers of the fruit of the vineyard. As a result, Jesus 
as both Lord and heir of the Vineyard had taken up this taunt against them by singing, “He will bring those 
wretches to a wretched end, and will rent out the vineyard to other vine-growers who will pay him the proceeds at the proper 
seasons…. the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it” (Matthew 
21:41,43). The proud oppressors would be shamed and humiliated at the end of the Jewish age and the 
destruction of the Jewish world - the Old Covenant kingdom - in AD70. This would be their total and final 
rejection with no future hope of recovery or national covenant-restoration.  
 
In conclusion: 
The parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard” is the story of how God in Christ was at that time 
restoring the kingdom of David, shaming his unfaithful servants, and transferring the stewardship of his 
vineyard (His kingdom) to his righteous New Covenant people. The fall of Jerusalem and the end of the 
Old Covenant age in AD70 signified the complete end of Judaism and the final casting away of the Jews as a covenant-
people of God. The body of Christ as the New Covenant people of God have taken possession of the Lord’s 
vineyard and continue to offer up to the Father a harvest of righteousness and justice.  


