
The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard  
A Study of Matthew 21:33-45 - Part IV 

 
In this fourth and final part or our study, we will focus specifically on Matthew 21:43 where Jesus said to 
the chief priests and Pharisees of his day, “Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 
given to a people, producing the fruit of it.” Below is that passage in its original immediate context. 
 
Matthew 21:42-45 
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief 
corner stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. And he who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust. When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they 
understood that He was speaking about them. 
 
Although Matthew 21:43 alludes to several Old Testament prophesies (Genesis 49:10, Daniel 12:1-4,7,12, 
Isaiah 65:6-18, 66:12-16 etc.), we will limit our comments to what I believe to be the most obvious one. 
Notice the parallel between Matthew 21:43 and Daniel 7:22. 
 
Matthew 21:43 
Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. 
 
Daniel 7:22 
until the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One, and the 
time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom. 
 
There are at least three things to notice about this passage. First, the fulfillment of this prophecy is limited 
to the time that Rome (Daniel’s 4th beast) ruled the world (7:7,17-17). But more specifically, it is limited to 
the what the bible calls the “last days” (Daniel 2:28 - Daniel 2 and Daniel 7 being parallel prophesies) which 
understood properly, was the final generation of the Old Covenant age of Judaism (Galatians 1:3-4, 4:4, 
Hebrews 1:1-2, 9:26) which ended at the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple in AD70 (Matthew 24:2-
3,34, Luke 21:5-7,20-22,32). Second, this prophecy itself concerns the rewarding of the saints, that is, the time 
of kingdom-inheritance. And third, this prophecy finds fulfillment at the second coming of Christ, when “One 
like a Son of Man was coming, and He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him. And to Him was given 
dominion, glory and a kingdom… “, when “the Ancient of Days came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the 
Highest One….” (7:13-14,22). As usual, Jesus is confirming the promises made to the fathers (Romans 15:8), 
yet at the same time he is radically redefining the characters within those promises.  
 
In Daniel 7, the “saints of the Highest One” are Old Covenant Israel (Israelites after the flesh - Romans 
9:3-5) who are persecuted by a pagan power (7:19-21,23-25) but are vindicated at the coming of Yahweh 
(7:22,26-27). In the parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard”, the saints of the Most High are now the 
followers of Jesus being persecuted by the ethnic seed of Abraham who have become identified with the 
pagan nations. Furthermore, the coming of the Son of Man (Daniel 7:13-14 - Jesus) who comes as the Ancient 
of Days (Daniel 7:22 - Yahweh) to bring vengeance upon the wicked (Luke 21:20-22) and the inheritance for 
the saints, is interpreted as the coming of the “owner of the vineyard” (Matthew 21:40-41) to for the very same 
purposes. Thus, by alluding to this prophecy of Daniel, Jesus clearly understood that he was living in the 
anticipated “last days” and connected his own eschatological Parousia with the judgment of Jerusalem, and 
the time when the saints took possession of the kingdom. This means that the second coming of Christ and the 
rewarding of the saints with their kingdom-inheritance was predicted to be accomplished at the destruction of the temple and the 
end of the Jewish age in AD70. Not surprisingly, this was precisely the consistent testimony of both Jesus and 
his apostles. 



Matthew 16:27-28 
For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according 
to his deeds. Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing here who will not taste death until they see the Son 
of Man coming in His kingdom. 
 
Matthew 24:30,34, 25:31,34 
And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, 
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory…. Truly I say to you, 
this generation will not pass away until all these things take place…. But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all 
the angels with Him, then He will sit on His glorious throne…. Then the King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:23-25,50-52 
But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming, then comes the end, 
when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and 
power. For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet…. Now I say this, brethren, that flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold, I tell you a mystery; 
we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet 
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 
 
Revelation 11:1-2,13,15-18 
There was given to me a measuring rod like a staff; and someone said, “Get up and measure the temple of 
God and the altar, and those who worship in it. Leave out the court which is outside the temple and do not measure it, 
for it has been given to the nations; and they will tread under-foot the holy city for forty-two months…. And in that hour, 
there was a great earthquake, and a tenth of the city fell; seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, 
and the rest were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven…. Then the seventh angel sounded; and 
there were loud voices in heaven, saying, “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
His Christ; and He will reign forever and ever.” And the twenty-four elders, who sit on their thrones before God, 
fell on their faces and worshiped God, saying, “We give You thanks, O Lord God, the Almighty, who are 
and who were, because You have taken Your great power and have begun to reign. And the nations were enraged, and 
Your wrath came, and the time came for the dead to be judged, and the time to reward Your bond-servants the prophets and 
the saints and those who fear Your name, the small and the great, and to destroy those who destroy the earth.” 
 
In all four of these passages, the saints inherit the kingdom at the second coming of Christ for the judgment of 
his enemies at destruction of Jerusalem in AD70. Therefore, the parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s 
Vineyard” in Matthew 21 prophesied the second coming of Christ when the “saints took possession of the 
kingdom” at the close of the Jewish in fulfillment of all that had been written (Daniel 12, Luke 21:20-22). 
 
In summary of our studies on this parable, we submit the following conclusions: 
 
#1. 
Jesus performed three symbolic acts which served as the background and context for the parable of “The 
Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard”. These three symbolic acts - the triumphal entry, the cleansing of the temple, 
and the cursing and withering of the fig tree - identified (1) the then-current condition of the temple and 
Jewish nation, and (2) the implications of the imminent judgement that was coming upon them. The picture 
that Jesus had painted was this: The time for Israel’s last days’ salvation had come, and Jesus would return 
to Zion as King of Israel in their generation to establish the throne of David in the time of their visitation. But, 
the arrival of the King in his Kingdom would mean the arrival of a new temple. Under the promised New 
Covenant, the Father’s house that the Jews had defiled would be transformed into a house of prayer for all 
nations. 
 



#2. 
By quoting Isaiah 5:1-7 and applying it to the imminent judgment of Judah and Jerusalem by the Romans 
in AD70, the Lord himself was singing to Israel this ancient taunt-song anew. The Jews of the first century had become 
like Babylon of old had had risen up in the place of their fathers (Numbers 32:14, Matthew 23:29-36) as the 
persecutors of the righteous and the spoilers of the fruit of the vineyard. The parable of “The Restoration of the 
Lord’s Vineyard” is the story of how God in Christ was at that time restoring the kingdom of David, shaming 
his unfaithful servants, and transferring the stewardship of his vineyard (His kingdom) to his righteous New 
Covenant people. The fall of Jerusalem and the end of the Old Covenant age in AD70 signified the complete 
end of Judaism and the final casting away of the Jews as a covenant-people of God. The body of Christ as the New 
Covenant people of God have taken possession of the Lord’s vineyard and continue to offer up to the Father 
a harvest of righteousness and justice.  
 
#3. 
Both Jesus and Peter identified the “rulers and elders of the people” (Acts 4:8) of their generation as the 
builders of Psalm 118 and Jesus himself as both Corner Stone and Sanctuary for both the houses of Israel, in fulfillment of 
Psalm 118, Isaiah 8, and Isaiah 28. Israel had stumbled over Christ, and as a result, He would “scattered them 
like dust” and tear down their temple at the judgment of Jerusalem and the end of the Jewish age in AD70. 
The restoration of the vineyard was the last day’s restoration of the kingdom of heaven to “true Israel” who had put their faith 
in Christ as the Rock and Temple of the Lord. The Stone which the Jews had rejected became the foundation of 
the kingdom of God and the dwelling of the New Covenant people. The parable of “The Restoration of the 
Lord’s Vineyard” was the story of a Stone, whom Israel would reject, but whom the Father would raise up to 
both crush the reign of his enemies and to establish as the foundation of his spiritual temple and sanctuary 
of His New Covenant people. In Christ, the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is once again his delightful plant 
(Isaiah 5:7) and a tree of life to the nations (Revelation 22:2). 
 
#4. 
The saints inherited the kingdom at the second coming of Christ and the judgment of Jerusalem in AD70. This event signified 
that the rule and authority (the Divine stewardship) of the government of God had been entrusted to the 
Church, God’s New Covenant people. The rule of heaven would now be expressed, administered and 
expanded through the preaching and teaching of the gospel and obedience to the commandments of Jesus. 
Like Isaac and Solomon, the time had come for the sons of promise to receive the inheritance of Abraham 
when those who had opposed them were cast out. (Genesis 21:10, 1 Samuel 28:17).  
 
To inherit the kingdom of heaven is to be raised from death to an imperishable life in Christ. It is to be recreated 
in the image and likeness of God and to receive the authority and responsibility to expand the rule and reign 
of Christ in the earth. The parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard” is the story of how God in Christ 
was bringing to completion all that the prophets had foretold through the establishment of his kingdom in the Body 
of his glorified Son. 


