
The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard 
A Study of Matthew 21:33-45 - Part III 

 
Let’s begin by briefly recapping the ground we have covered in the first two part of this study. In part I we 
explored the three symbolic acts that Jesus performed which formed the background and context for the actual 
parable. According to the gospel of Matthew, the three symbolic acts as well as their Old Testament sources 
were: 
 
#1. The “triumphal entry” of Jesus - recorded in Matthew 21:1-11 in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9 
#2. The cleansing of the temple - recorded in Matthew 21:12-14 in fulfillment of Jeremiah 7:11 
#3. The cursing of the fig tree - recorded in Matthew 21:18-19 in fulfillment of Jeremiah 8:13 
 
In part II we explored Isaiah 5:1-7 as the primary Old Testament source for Jesus’s actual parable; which 
as we saw, was an ancient prophetic “taunt-song” against the Jews of Jesus’ generation. This likewise played 
an important role in forming the historical interpretation of the parable.  
 
And, as a conclusion to parts I and II we said: 
The parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard” is the story of how God in Christ was at that time 
restoring the kingdom of David, shaming his unfaithful servants, and transferring the stewardship of the 
vineyard (His kingdom) to his righteous New Covenant people. The fall of Jerusalem and the end of the 
Old Covenant age in AD70 signified (1) the complete end of Judaism and the final casting away of the Jews as a covenant-
people of God, and (2) the completion of the last day’s salvation program of the Church (true Israel) at the 
second coming of Christ to Zion. From that time and forever, the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts continues 
to yield to the Father a harvest of righteousness and justice. 
 
In part III of this study we will turn our attention to verses 42 and 44 of Jesus’ parable, where he draws once 
again from the words of the Jewish prophets. We will deal specifically with verse 43 in part IV. 
 
Matthew 21:42-45 
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief 
corner stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes? Therefore, I say to you, the kingdom of God 
will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit of it. And he who falls on this stone will be broken to 
pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust. When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard His parables, they 
understood that He was speaking about them. 
 
There are at least four Old Testament passages which serve as the primary source for these two few verses; 
Psalm 118:22-23, Isaiah 8:14-15, Isaiah 28:16, and Daniel 2:34-35. First, notice the perfect parallel between 
Psalm 118:23-23 and Matthew 21:42. 
 
Psalm 118:22-23 
The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief corner stone. This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
 
Matthew 21:42 
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief 
corner stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 
 
It is important to understand that Jesus was not “literally” asking the “chief priests and the elders of the 
people” (21:23) if they had ever read Psalm 118:22-23. Jesus knew they had, many times. In fact, Psalm 118 
was the last psalm in the “Hallel”, a Jewish prayer consisting of 6 psalms (psalms 113-118) which was recited 
during each of the three pilgrim feasts (Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles) as well as other 



commemorative festivals every year. What Jesus was really asking them was, “Have you never read (and 
understood) psalm 118 as the prediction of what I have just prophesied through my parable; that is, your rejection of Me (your 
Messiah) and the consequent overthrow of your city and nation within their own generation.” Yet there is more, and 
according to the chief priests and Pharisees, “they understood that he was speaking about them” (21:45) 
 
Some believe that the historical context and application of Psalm 118 is King David’s ascension to the 
throne following the death of Saul and the end of his kingdom which had opposed the establishment of 
David’s. If this be the case, David was the “stone” that the kingdom of Saul had rejected (118:5-13) who had 
become the “chief corner stone” (the founder of the Dividic kingdom and architect of the temple of God). The 
parallels between David and the Son of David should be obvious.  
 
In the parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard”, Jesus (the Son of David) replaces king David, and the 
rulers of Israel replace the kingdom of Saul. Jesus is now “the Stone” that the rulers of Israel were rejecting. 
Like David, Jesus would be enthroned as Yahweh’s King and become the “chief corner stone”; the foundation 
of his kingdom and builder of his New Covenant Temple. Although Christ’s reign began on Pentecost (Acts 
2:29-36), like David’s, it was fully established at the overthrow of his enemies (the Jews) and the end of their 
earthly kingdom (the “world” of Judaism) within his own generation (2:15-21,37-40). Jesus was telling an 
old Israelite story anew. He and his followers constituted true Israel and the true kingdom of God, while Judaism the and 
the Jews became the rebellious kingdom of Saul which was destined to pass away (2 Samuel 3:1). 
 
Next, notice the parallel between Isaiah 8:14-15 and Matthew 21:44.  
 
Isaiah 8:14-15 
Then He shall become a sanctuary; but to both the houses of Israel, a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over, and a 
snare and a trap for the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Many will stumble over them, then they will fall and be broken; they 
will even be snared and caught. 
 
Matthew 21:44 
And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust. 
 
The historical context of Isaiah 8 is the judgment and exile of the northern kingdom of Israel by the 
Assyrians in 722BC (8:1-7), which would also have an affect the southern kingdom of Judah (8:8). Despite 
the inevitable destruction, for those who would “fear the Lord” (the remnant), He would be to them “a 
sanctuary” (8:11-14); but to those who not, He would be to them “a stone to strike and a rock to stumble over” (8:14-
15). Just like Shiloh, the dwelling place of God in Jerusalem would be destroyed, but a sanctuary of God 
made without hands would be established forever. Once again, Jesus was giving a radical reinterpretation 
of this ancient promise.  
 
In the parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard”, the unfaithful Jews of the first century had become 
Samaria of old, the persecutor of God’s holy people; while the followers of Jesus had become those who 
“fear the Lord”. The destruction that was coming upon Samaria in Isaiah’s day corresponds to the 
destruction that was coming upon Judah in the time of Jesus due to their persecution of the true people of 
God, the Church. Furthermore, in the parable, Jesus becomes Yahweh (the Lord) Himself who has become 
both “sanctuary” and “stumbling stone” for both the houses of Israel. Although the judgment of God was sure 
to come, so was His mercy. For those who “fall on Christ” (the Stone) and are “broken” (humble themselves 
before him), he will become their dwelling place. But for those who do not, on them the Rock will fall and 
“scatter them like dust” (he will completely shatter them in the day of his wrath - Psalm 110:5, Daniel 12:7).  
 
Once again, Jesus was retelling Israel’s stories in a new and unexpected way. He himself had become the 
“Mountain of the Lord, the Rock of Israel” (Isaiah 30:29), the promised Messianic temple of the kingdom of God. As a 
result, the den of robbers (the temple in Jerusalem) governed by the kingdom of Saul was about to be made 



desolate, their refuge of falsehood and lies was about to be swept away (Isaiah 28:17). This brings us to our 
third Old Testament source; notice the parallel between Isaiah 28:16 and Matthew 21:42. 
 
Isaiah 28:16 
Therefore, thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the 
foundation, firmly placed. He who believes in it will not be disturbed. 
 
Matthew 21:42 
Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures, ‘The stone which the builders rejected, this became the chief 
corner stone; this came about from the Lord, and it is marvelous in our eyes? 
 
The historical context of Isaiah’s prophecy was the impending judgment of Samaria (the northern kingdom 
of Israel) at the hands of the Assyrians in 722BC for their total rejection of Yahweh (28:1-3,12). But that’s 
not all. The “scoffers” in this passage were the leaders in Jerusalem who denied that the judgment of God 
as was coming upon Samaria would ever come upon them and their kingdom. Their confidence in this boast 
was based on a covenant made with Assyria under the reign of Hezekiah. They falsely assumed that their 
treaty of peace with a foreign nation would allow them to avoid the judgment of God and thus, “cheat death” 
(28:14-15). But notice the Lord’s response to their attitude of arrogance, “I will test you with the measuring line 
of justice and the plumb line of righteousness. Since your refuge is made of lies, a hailstorm will knock it down. Since it is made 
of deception, a flood will sweep it away” (28:17). 
 
Because Judah had built their kingdom (the kingdom of Saul) through corruption and deception and had 
put their trust in men rather than in God, their covenant of peace would not stand, and they would 
eventually be judged and destroyed just like Samaria. That judgment was historically accomplished between 
605-586BC by king Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Yet, amidst this prophecy of doom, there was a promise 
of restoration. The days would come when the Lord would establish a new kingdom and a new temple built upon 
a firm foundation stone; and whoever would believe (take refuge) in it would never be shaken. As it is written, 
“…. Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a tested stone, A costly cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. He who believes 
in it will not be disturbed”. (28:16) 
 
Thus, the message of Jesus to the Jews of his day through the parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard” 
was that the moral condition of the kingdom of Judah was the same if not worse than it had been in the 
days of Isaiah. Rather than justice and peace, the kingdom had been built upon theft and bloodshed 
(Matthew 21:35-39) and therefore lacked a true foundation. As a result, the Lord would once again judge the 
nation and tear the kingdom out of their hands (1 Samuel 28:17), only this time the judgment would be final. Yet 
despite all this, God in his mercy was fulfilling his promise given through Isaiah. Christ would become the 
“precious chief corner stone” which would be laid as the foundation of the new covenant temple. Those 
who would put their faith in him and his gospel would be guaranteed deliverance from the wrath of God 
that was coming like a flood upon the age of the ungodly (Daniel 9:26-27, Matthew 24:2-3,30-37). By putting 
their faith in Christ as the foundation stone of the new covenant temple, they had been joined together with 
God and would reign in the kingdom of heaven. Those who would build and abide in Christ would receive 
the mercy promised through the prophet Isaiah, “He who believes in him will not be disappointed”. 
 
In support of our interpretations of these passages, consider what Peter had to say concerning the identity of 
both the stone and the builders….  
 
Acts 4:1-12 
As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of the guard and the Sadducees came up to them, 
being greatly disturbed because they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection 
from the dead. And they laid hands on them and put them in jail until the next day, for it was already 
evening. But many of those who had heard the message believed; and the number of the men came to be 



about five thousand. On the next day, their rulers and elders and scribes were gathered together in Jerusalem; and Annas 
the high priest was there, and Caiaphas and John and Alexander, and all who were of high-priestly descent. When they had 
placed them in the center, they began to inquire, “By what power, or in what name, have you done this? 
Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of the people, if we are on trial today for 
a benefit done to a sick man, as to how this man has been made well, let it be known to all of you and to all 
the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead - 
by this name this man stands here before you in good health. He is the stone which was rejected by you, the builders, 
but which became the chief corner stone. And there is salvation in no one else; for there is no other name under heaven that has 
been given among men by which we must be saved. 
 
1 Peter 2:4-8 
And coming to Him as to a living stone which has been rejected by men, but is choice and precious in the sight of 
God, you also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For this is contained in Scripture: “Behold, I lay in Zion a 
choice stone, a precious corner stone, and he who believes in him will not be disappointed.” This precious value, 
then, is for you who believe; but for those who disbelieve, “The stone which the builders rejected, this became the very corner 
stone, and, “A stone of stumbling and a rock of offence; for they stumble because they are disobedient to the word, and to this 
doom they were also appointed. 
 
Peter identified the “rulers and elders of the people” (Acts 4:8) of his generation as the builders of Psalm 118 
and Jesus himself as both Corner Stone and Sanctuary for both the houses of Israel, in fulfillment of Psalm 118, Isaiah 8, 
and Isaiah 28. Israel had stumbled over Christ, and as a result, He would “scattered them like dust” and tear 
down their temple at the judgment of Jerusalem and the end of the Jewish age in AD70. The restoration of the 
vineyard was the last day’s restoration of the kingdom of heaven to “true Israel” who had put their faith in Christ as the Rock 
and Temple of the Lord. The Stone which the Jews had rejected became the foundation of the kingdom of God 
and the dwelling of the New Covenant people.  
 
We now come to the fourth and final Old Testament source for the parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s 
Vineyard”. Notice the parallels between Daniel 2:34-35 and Matthew 21:44. 
 
Daniel 2:34-35 
“You continued looking until a stone was cut out without hands, and it struck the statue on its feet of iron and clay and 
crushed them. Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver and the gold were crushed all at the same time and 
became like chaff from the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away so that not a trace of them was found….” 
 
Matthew 21:44 
And he who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it will scatter him like dust.” 
 
As Daniel begins to interpret the dream of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, he tells him that the God of 
heaven had made known to the king what would take place in “the latter (last) days”. During the reign of 
the fourth kingdom (2:40 - Rome) which becomes Daniel’s “fourth beast” (Daniel 7:23), the God of heaven 
would “set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed” which would “crush and put an end to all these 
kingdoms” (2:44). Said another way, in the “last days” the established reign of heaven would bring to an 
end and “scatter like dust” the reign that the pagan kingdoms of men had exercised over the people of God. 
Jesus’ allusion to this passage in his parable is more than a little significant.  
 
For Jesus who lived during the “last days” (Hebrews 1:1-2), the kingdom of Judah and the rulers of Jerusalem 
had become an oppressive pagan nation somehow affiliated with Daniel’s fourth beast. As the persecutors 
and enslavers of the people of God (Galatians 4:22-31), the ethnic nation of Israel had become no better 
than Egypt, Babylon, Persia, Greece, or Rome. The power of Judaism to oppress the true people of God 
was about to be crushed and carried away “like chaff from the summer threshing floors”. The kingdom 



(reign) of God that Jesus was establishing would now rule and reign over the pagan kingdoms of men 
through lives and message of those who came under its authority. Daniel’s “last days” kingdom was about 
to be consummated at the imminent judgment of Jerusalem and the end of the Old Covenant age in AD70. 
The time had arrived for the saints to take possession of the kingdom (Daniel 7:22). 
 
In conclusion: 
The parable of “The Restoration of the Lord’s Vineyard” is not just the story of how God in Christ was in the last 
days of the Jewish age (30-30AD) restoring His kingdom, shaming his unfaithful servants, and transferring 
the stewardship of His kingdom to his righteous New Covenant Church. It is also the story of a Stone, whom 
Israel would reject, but whom the Father would raise up to both crush the reign of his enemies and to 
establish as the foundation of his spiritual temple and sanctuary of His New Covenant people. In Christ, 
the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts is once again his delightful plant (Isaiah 5:7) and a tree of life to the nations 
(Revelation 22:2). 
 
 
Continued in Part IV…. 


