
The Parables of Jesus #19 
The Divorce of Judah & the Remarriage of New Israel - Part II 

 
Let’s begin with a brief recap of Part I:  
“The parable of the wedding feast (as it is commonly called) in Matthew 22 reveals the climax and fulfillment 
of Gods’ prophetic promises to divorce the old covenant kingdom of Judah and remarry the whole house of Israel as the 
body of Christ under the new covenant. Thus, the “destruction of the murders” and the “burning of their city” 
at the “coming of the King” (the second coming of Christ in AD70), marked both the ultimate end of the Jews 
as the “covenant-people of God” and the remarriage of all 12 tribes of Israel as the spiritual seed of 
Abraham, the new covenant people of God.” 
 
Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 
feast for his son. And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were 
unwilling to come. Again, he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Behold, I have 
prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding feast. But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business, and 
the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them. But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and 
destroyed those murderers and set their city on fire. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who 
were invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there invite to the 
wedding feast. Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered together all they found, both evil and good; and the 
wedding hall was filled with dinner guests. But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man there who 
was not dressed in wedding clothes, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without wedding 
clothes?’ And the man was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him 
into the outer darkness; in that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
What is the primary “historical scope” of this parable?  
Is there anything about the chronology of this parable that seems confusing/difficult to understand? 
 
This being established, I submit the following as an outline for our interpretation: 
-The King is the Father  
-The Son is Jesus 
-The wedding feast is the remarriage of all Israel as the church, the new covenant people of God 
 
-The slaves sent out with the invitation to the wedding are the first century disciples 
-Those who “had been called” and deemed “unworthy” are the Jews who had already been invited to the wedding 
during the ministries John and Jesus (the limited/local commission) and had continued to reject that call throughout the 
fulfillment of the great/extended commission 
-The invitation of those in “the highways” represents the invitation of all nations to the wedding 
 
-The king’s armies who destroyed the murderers and burned the city with fire were the Romans legions who 
executed the “national judgment” of the Jews and destroyed the city Jerusalem in AD70 
-The coming of the King to “look over the guests” is the second coming of Christ for the judgment of the church (the 
separation of the wheat from the tares). 
-The man not dressed in wedding clothes represents those in the church who had never believed the gospel, who at the 
coming of the King were excluded from the wedding and the covenant-presence of Christ. 
 
Interpretation of the parable: 
This parable begins to find fulfillment following the day of Pentecost with the sending forth of the disciples to fulfill the great 
(extended) commission. During this time, they begin to take the gospel (the wedding invitation) to the Jews who 



had already been invited through the preaching of John and Jesus, yet they continue to reject it. As a result, 
the gospel (the invitation to the wedding) is extended to all nations. At the time of the wedding the King 
sends his armies to destroy the Jews and burn their city while those who had come to the wedding were 
inspected by the King himself. Thus, the parable climaxes in “two aspects of the judgment” at the close of the Jewish 
age; one for the lost and one for the church. Those who were found “clothed in Christ” were pronounced 
“worthy of the kingdom of God”; theses enjoyed the wedding the arrival of Christ in AD70. Those who were 
found “unclothed” were judged “unworthy of eternal life” and were removed from the wedding, separated from 
the covenant-presence of God forever. 
 

Those who had Already Been Invited 
 
Now, let’s begin to vindicate this interpretation. First, notice that John came “preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea”. Those who had “already been invited to the wedding” in Jesus’ parable included the Jews in the region of 
Judea who had heard John’s “limited commission”. 
 
Matthew 3:1-2 
Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.” 
 
Luke 3:2-6 
In the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John, the son of Zacharias, in the 
wilderness. And he came into all the district around the Jordan, preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins; as it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, make ready the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. Every ravine will be filled, 
and every mountain and hill will be brought low; the crooked will become straight, and the rough roads smooth; and all flesh 
will see the salvation of God.” 
 
By comparing the message of John as recorded in Luke 3 with Isaiah 62, we see that John’s message, “the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand” was in fact, “everything is ready, come to the wedding feast”. In other words, John 
message to Judea was the call to the wedding feast. 
 
Isaiah 62:1-3,5,10-11 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not keep quiet, until her righteousness 
goes forth like brightness, and her salvation like a torch that is burning. The nations will see your righteousness, 
and all kings your glory; and you will be called by a new name which the mouth of the Lord will designate. You will also be 
a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of your God…. For as a young 
man marries a virgin, so your sons will marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so your God will rejoice over 
you…. Go through, go through the gates, clear the way for the people; build up, build up the 
highway, remove the stones, lift up a standard over the peoples. Behold, the Lord has proclaimed to the end 
of the earth, say to the daughter of Zion, “Lo, your salvation comes; behold His reward is with Him, and 
His recompense before Him.” 
 
Clearly, John’s message of the “at hand” kingdom was the “limited invitation” to Judah to prepare for the 
wedding feast which was to take place at the Parousia (second coming) of Christ. And, like John, Jesus and 
his disciples were also limited in their commission to the sons of Abraham (the Jews) during Jesus’ lifetime….  
 
Matthew 15:24 
But He answered and said, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 
 
 
 



Matthew 10:1-7 
Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to 
heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. Now the names of the twelve apostles are these: The 
first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his 
brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him. These twelve Jesus sent out after 
instructing them: “Do not go in the way of Gentiles, and do not enter city of the Samaritans; but rather go to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel. “And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
 
Despite these efforts, notice how many of the Jews responded….  
 
Matthew 23:37-38 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather 
your children together, the way a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were unwilling. “Behold, your house is being 
left to you desolate! 
 

The Calling of those who had Already Been Invited 
 
Following the resurrection of Jesus, the disciples were commanded to fulfill the great [unlimited] commission, 
proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom (the invitation to the wedding feast) to all nations, beginning in Jerusalem. 
[In fulfillment of Isaiah 2:2-3] This of course began on the day of Pentecost. 
 
Mark 16:15 
And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all creation. 
 
Acts 1:6-8  
So when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the 
kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by 
His own authority; but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 
 
But again, many of those who had already “been invited to the wedding feast” were, “unwilling to come” …. 
 
1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 [In fulfillment of Deuteronomy 32:35-43, Isaiah 59:12-21, Matthew 23:29-39] 
For you, brethren, became imitators of the churches of God in Christ Jesus that are in Judea, for you also 
endured the same sufferings at the hands of your own countrymen, even as they from the Jews, who both killed the 
Lord Jesus and the prophets, and drove us out. They are not pleasing to God, but hostile to all men, hindering us from speaking 
to the Gentiles so that they may be saved; with the result that they always fill up the measure of their sins. But wrath has come 
upon them to the utmost. 
 
In the summer of 48AD Paul arrived in Antioch of Pisidia in Asia during his first missionary journey. He 
and Barnabas entered the synagogue of the Jews on the Sabbath day and preached one of the greatest sermons 
recorded in the new testament; and notice what happened next….  
 
Acts 13:42-48 
As Paul and Barnabas were going out, the people kept begging that these things might be spoken to them the next Sabbath. Now 
when the meeting of the synagogue had broken up, many of the Jews and of the God fearing proselytes followed Paul and 
Barnabas, who, speaking to them, were urging them to continue in the grace of God. The next Sabbath 
nearly the whole city assembled to hear the word of the Lord. But when the Jews saw the crowds, they were filled 
with jealousy and began contradicting the things spoken by Paul, and were blaspheming. Paul and Barnabas spoke out 



boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves 
unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. 
 
These events recorded in Acts 13 were a direct fulfillment of Jesus’ parable; notice the perfect parallels….  
 
Matthew 22:8-9 
“…. The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main highways, and 
as many as you find there invite to the wedding feast.” 
 
Acts 13:46 
“…. It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge 
yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.” 
 
It was due to this overall Jewish rejection of the call to the wedding feast that the King became enraged and 
“sent out his armies to destroy those murderers and burn their city”; yet at the same time He extended the 
invitation to the wedding to all nations. At this point we must ask ourselves the following questions: 
 

1. How could the pagan army of Rome be considered “the Lord’s armies”? 
2. If the parable concludes with the judgment of the Jews and the burning of Jerusalem in AD70, then 

how can the invitation to the wedding be extended beyond that time as the parable seems to 
indicate? [By interpreting the parable in a “strict chronological order”, the extended invitation to all nations seems 
to follow the “burning of the city”] 

 
The following old testament passages should point us in the proper direction.  
Joel prophesied in approximately 800BC of a judgment that was coming upon the kingdom of Judah. Notice 
that the Lord referred to the pagan nation who would execute this judgment as “His army” and “His camp” 
who “is very great”. 
 
Joel 2:1-2,10-11 
Blow a trumpet in Zion, and sound the alarm on my holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for the day of 
the Lord is coming; surely it is near, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness. As the 
dawn is spread over the mountains, so there is a great and mighty people; there has never been anything like it, 
nor will there be again after it to the years of many generations…. Before them the earth quakes, the heavens 
tremble, the sun and the moon grow dark and the stars lose their brightness. The Lord utters His voice before 
His army; surely His camp is very great, for strong is he who carries out His word. The day of the Lord is indeed great and 
very awesome, and who can endure it? 
 
Isaiah prophesied of the judgment of Babylon by the Medes and the Persians which was accomplished over 
150 years later, ending Judah’s 70 years of captivity in Babylon (see Daniel 5). The Lord called the ruthless 
kingdom of the Medes his “instruments of indignation”. 
 
Isaiah 13:1,3-6,17-19 
The oracle concerning Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw…. I have commanded My consecrated ones, I have 
even called My mighty warriors, my proudly exulting ones, to execute My anger. A sound of tumult on the mountains, 
like that of many people! A sound of the uproar of kingdoms, of nations gathered together! The Lord of hosts 
is mustering the army for battle. They are coming from a far country, from the farthest horizons, the Lord and His 
instruments of indignation, to destroy the whole land. Wail, for the day of the Lord is near! It will come as destruction 
from the Almighty…. Behold, I am going to stir up the Medes against them, who will not value silver or take 
pleasure in gold. And their bows will mow down the young men, they will not even have compassion on the 
fruit of the womb, nor will their eye pity children. And Babylon, the beauty of kingdoms, the glory of the Chaldeans’ 
pride, will be as when God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah. 



Jeremiah reiterates Isaiah’s prophecy just prior to the captivity of Judah by Babylon over 100 years later. 
This time the Lord refers to the Medes as “weapons” from his “armory”, the “weapons of His indignation”. 
 
Jeremiah 50:1,9,25, 51:11 
The word which the Lord spoke concerning Babylon, the land of the Chaldeans, through Jeremiah the prophet…. For 
behold, I am going to arouse and bring up against Babylon a horde of great nations from the land of the north, 
and they will draw up their battle lines against her; from there she will be taken captive. Their arrows will 
be like an expert warrior who does not return empty-handed…. The Lord has opened His armory and has brought 
forth the weapons of His indignation, for it is a work of the Lord God of hosts in the land of the Chaldeans…. 
Sharpen the arrows, fill the quivers! The Lord has aroused the spirit of the kings of the Medes, because His purpose is 
against Babylon to destroy it…” 
 
Notice specifically what Jeremiah said regarding the kings of the Medes; “The Lord has aroused the spirit of the 
kings of the Medes, because His purpose is against Babylon to destroy it....” Now here is what is so significant about 
this passage: More than seventy years before the Medes and the Persians conquered the kingdom of 
Babylon, the Lord had already “aroused their spirits”. Said another way, the Lord had begun to direct the hearts of 
the Medes to accomplish his will more than two generations before the Medes officially captured Babylon. It is 
through this lens that we must understand the words of Jesus concerning the King “sending his armies”. In other 
words, years before Jerusalem was besieged by the Romans in AD70, the Lord began to “arouse the spirits 
of the Romans” (he began to direct their hearts) that they might execute his judgment at the end of the 
Jewish age. And according to the parable, this began to take place when (1) the Jews were deemed unworthy of 
the wedding, and (2) when the invitation to the wedding (the gospel) had been extended to all nations. 
 
“But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and destroyed those murderers and set their city on fire. Then [at that time] 
he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the 
main highways, and as many as you find there invite to the wedding feast.” (Matthew 22:7-9) 
 
And according to Luke, this was being accomplished during the ministry of Paul and the apostles in the first 
century....  
 
Acts 13:46-49 
Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; 
since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles. “For so the Lord has 
commanded us, I have placed you as a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the end of the earth. When the 
Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying the word of the Lord; and as many as had been appointed to eternal 
life believed. And the word of the Lord was being spread through the whole region. 
 
In conclusion; due to the overall Jewish rejection of the wedding, the Lord began to stir the hearts of the 
Romans to become His instrument of his indignation to execute His vengeance upon His enemies. It was 
in this way that the King “sent his armies to destroy those murderers and set their city on fire”, while at the 
same time the invitation to the wedding was extended to all nations. By AD70, the wedding hall was filled 
and those who had rejected the feast had been “uninvited”. The time had arrived for the King to arrive to 
personally “inspect” His guests. 
 
 
Continued in Part III….  


