
The Parables of Jesus #20 
The Divorce of Judah & the Remarriage of New Israel - Part III 

 
In part III of this parable we will explore the meaning of the “wedding clothes” and the identity of the man 
who was found without them. Let’s begin once again by reading the entire parable. 
 
Matthew 22:1-14 
Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding 
feast for his son. And he sent out his slaves to call those who had been invited to the wedding feast, and they were 
unwilling to come. Again, he sent out other slaves saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited, “Behold, I have 
prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding feast. But they paid no attention and went their way, one to his own farm, another to his business, and 
the rest seized his slaves and mistreated them and killed them. But the king was enraged, and he sent his armies and 
destroyed those murderers and set their city on fire. Then he said to his slaves, ‘The wedding is ready, but those who 
were invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the main highways, and as many as you find there invite to the 
wedding feast. Those slaves went out into the streets and gathered together all they found, both evil and good; and the wedding 
hall was filled with dinner guests. But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man there who was not 
dressed in wedding clothes, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?’ 
And the man was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, ‘Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer 
darkness; in that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
 
How should we understand the “gathering of both the evil and the good” at the time of the wedding? 
 
Matthew 13:40-42, 47-50 
So just as the tares are gathered up and burned with fire, so shall it be at the end of the age. “The Son of Man will send 
forth His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all stumbling blocks, and those who commit lawlessness, and 
will throw them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth…. Again, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a dragnet cast into the sea, and gathering fish of every kind; and when it was filled, 
they drew it up on the beach; and they sat down and gathered the good fish into containers, but the bad they threw away. 
“So it will be at the end of the age; the angels will come forth and take out the wicked from among the righteous, and will throw 
them into the furnace of fire; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
 

Matthew 13 Matthew 22 
Gathering “fish” of every kind (13:47) Gathered together all they found (22:9) 

Gathered the good and the bad (13:48) Gathered both evil and good (22:10) 
The dragnet was filled (13:47-48) The wedding hall was filled (22:10) 
The wicked removed from among  

the righteous in the kingdom (13:41,49) 
The unclothed removed from  

the clothed at the wedding (22:11-13) 
Throw them onto the furnace of fire (13:50) Throw him into the outer darkness 

There will be weeping and  
gnashing of teeth (13:50) 

There will be weeping and  
gnashing of teeth (22:13) 

Fulfilled at the “end of the age” [AD70]  
(13:39-40,49) 

Fulfilled when the city (Jerusalem)  
was set on fire [AD70] (22:7) 

 
Concerning this judgment of the church; what was the criteria/standard by which they were judged? Notice 
again what Jesus says, “But when the king came in to look over the dinner guests, he saw a man there who was not dressed 
in wedding clothes, and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you come in here without wedding clothes?’ And the man 
was speechless. 
 



The question then becomes, what did it mean to be “dressed in wedding clothes”? John tells us in the book of 
Revelation….  
 
Revelation 19:7-9 
“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made 
herself ready.” It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts 
[righteousness] of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the 
Lamb.’” And he said to me, “These are true words of God.” 
 
And without a doubt, Christ is our righteousness. That is, He is both the source and the sustainer of our 
right standing with God. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:30 
But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification, 
and redemption. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:21 
He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him. 
 
Therefore, when the Lord arrived for the wedding, to be “dressed in wedding clothes” was to be found 
righteous in Christ, to be clothed in the righteousness of Christ through faith. To be found wearing no wedding clothes 
was to be found outside of the righteousness of Christ and outside of the covenant-community of faith. 
Those who had come to the wedding yet had refused to come through Christ were consigned to the same 
fate as those who had never come at all; as Jesus said, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness; 
in that place, there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” This judgment of the saints is known in scripture as “the 
judgment seat of Christ”. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:10 
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the 
body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. 
 
1 Peter 4:5,17,17 
But they will give account to Him who is ready to judge the living and the dead…. The end of all things is near; therefore, 
be of sound judgment and sober spirit for the purpose of prayer…. For it is time for judgment to begin with the 
household of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of 
God? 
 
Before we end this lesson, it is important that we understand that the wedding feast of Matthew 22 is the 
same wedding feast of Revelation 19. Notice the similarity of language….  
 
Matthew 22:4 
“Behold, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen and my fattened livestock are all butchered and everything is ready; come to the 
wedding feast. 
 
Revelation 19:7 
“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has 
made herself ready.” 
 
But more than just similarity of language, these passages are perfectly parallel. The following chart 
demonstrates that both passages concern the last day’s divorce of Judah and remarriage of the new Israel (the church) at the 
end of the Jewish age in AD70. 



Matthew 22 Revelation 19 
The wedding feast for the Son (22:1) The marriage supper of the Lamb (19:7,9) 

Coming of the King (22:11) Second coming of Christ (19:11-16) 
The saints dressed in wedding clothes (22:11-12) The saints dressed in wedding clothes (22:8) 
The judgment of the city (Jerusalem) who had 

shed the blood of the saints  
- the avenging of the blood of the martyrs - 

(22:5-7) 
(The divorce of Old Covenant Israel) 

The judgment of the city (Babylon - the great harlot) 
who had shed the blood of the saints  

[Jerusalem - Matthew 23:34-38]  
- the avenging of the blood of the martyrs - 

(18:1-2,20,24, 19:1-2) 
Cast into outer darkness  

[eternal separation] (22:13) 
Her smoke rises up forever and ever  

[eternal judgment - 19:3] 
 
In conclusion:  
-The parable of “The Divorce of Judah and the Remarriage of New Israel” in Matthew 22 teaches that at the end 
of the Jewish age in AD70 there was a judgment of the wicked (the divorce of the old covenant bride - the 
kingdom of Judah) and a judgment of the righteous (the “inspection” of the new covenant bride - the church) 
at the time of the coming of the King for the wedding.  
 
-But, judgment and divorce of Jerusalem (the old covenant bride) in AD70 was the judgment of “Babylon 
the great whore” in the book of Revelation at the second coming of Christ for the wedding.  
 
-Therefore, the judgment of Babylon at the second coming of Christ for the wedding in the book of Revelation was accomplished 
at the judgment of Jerusalem at the end of the Jewish age in AD70, at the coming of the King to divorce the old covenant kingdom 
of Judah and remarry the new Israel as the spiritual body of Christ, the church.  
 
Because this has been accomplished, when we place our faith in Christ today we are immediately clothed 
in wedding garments and seated at the table of the King to feast on the blessings of the new covenant-
kingdom. 
 
 
Continued in Part IV….  


