
The Parables of Jesus # 22 
The Old Testament Wedding in the New Testament Scriptures - Part 1 

 
The following is a quotation from a 1996 internet article by Bill Risk entitled, “Ancient Jewish Marriage 
Traditions & Their Fulfillment in Jesus the Messiah”. (Much of the material in this study has been gleaned 
from that article as well.)  

“One of the most profound and evocative illustrations in Scripture is the depiction of the Church 
as the bride of Jesus the Messiah. When we approach this illustration from a modern perspective, viewing 
it through the grid of Twentieth Century American marriage and courtship customs, we miss much of the 
richness and depth of this picture. To truly appreciate what it must have meant to Jesus' disciples when He 
taught them about His Kingdom using marriage metaphors, or to Paul's readers when he described Christ 
as the husband of the Church, we need to discover what marriage and courtship were like in First Century 
Israel. When we compare what we discover to the calling out of the Church by the Lord Jesus, we find an 
amazing parallel, in which virtually every aspect of the ancient Jewish tradition is fulfilled.” 
 
We will briefly explore 3 phases in the Jewish marriage tradition found in the old testament scriptures. We 
will also briefly explore their ultimate fulfillment in the new testament during the first century generation. 
These 3 phases are: 
 

1. The Shiddukhin - the “match” [choosing the bride] 
2. The Mohar - the purchase price of the bride  
3. The Shiluhim - the dowry [the brides share of the inheritance] 

 
The Shiddukhin - Choosing the Bride 

 
Almost without exception, Jewish marriages were arranged by the fathers of the bride and groom, generally initiated 
by the father of the groom. In other words, the father would choose the bride for his son. 
 
Genesis 34:1-4,6 
Now Dinah the daughter of Leah, whom she had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the daughters of the land. 
When Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, the prince of the land, saw her, he took her and lay with 
her by force. He was deeply attracted to Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and spoke 
tenderly to her. So Shechem spoke to his father Hamor, saying, “Get me this young girl for a wife.” …. Then Hamor the 
father of Shechem went out to Jacob to speak with him. 
 
Genesis 38:6 
Now Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, and her name was Tamar. 
 

New Testament Fulfillment 
 

In the New Testament, it was the Father through His Son (the Groom) who was choosing the bride….  
 
Luke 6:13 
And when day came, He called His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them, whom He also named as apostles: 
 
John 10:27-29 
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me; and I give eternal life to them, and they 
will never perish; and no one will snatch them out of My hand. My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater 
than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 



John 15:16,19 
You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit 
would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you…. “If you were of 
the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
because of this the world hates you. 
 
Ephesians 1:3-4 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in 
the heavenly places in Christ, just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him in love. 
 

The Mohar - The Price of the Bride 
 
The mohar was the price paid by the groom to the father of the bride. This was the official “bride price”. It was paid 
according to the law (Exodus 22:16-17) and was originally paid in cash although other forms of payment 
were acceptable. The mohar (bride price) was a minimum of 50 shekels of silver which was approximately 
5-7 years of payment for the average unskilled labourer such as a shepherd. The high price was meant to compensate 
the family for the cost of raising a daughter as well as an expression of the groom’s affection for his bride. 
 
Genesis 34:11-12 
Shechem also said to her father and to her brothers, “If I find favor in your sight, then I will give whatever 
you say to me. “Ask me ever so much bridal payment [mohar] and gift, and I will give according as you say to me; but give 
me the girl in marriage.” 
 
Genesis 29:15-20 
Then Laban said to Jacob, “Because you are my relative, should you therefore serve me for nothing? Tell 
me, what shall your wages be?” Now Laban had two daughters; the name of the older was Leah, and the 
name of the younger was Rachel. And Leah’s eyes were weak, but Rachel was beautiful of form and face. 
Now Jacob loved Rachel, so he said, “I will serve you seven years for your younger daughter Rachel.” Laban said, “It 
is better that I give her to you than to give her to another man; stay with me.” So Jacob served seven years for 
Rachel and they seemed to him but a few days because of his love for her. 
 
Joshua 15:16-17 
And Caleb said, “The one who attacks Kiriath-sepher and captures it, I will give him Achsah my daughter as a wife.” 
Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, captured it; so he gave him Achsah his daughter as a wife. 
 
1 Samuel 7:25 
The men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man who is coming up? Surely he is coming up to defy Israel. 
And it will be that the king will enrich the man who kills him with great riches and will give him his daughter and make his 
father’s house free in Israel.” 
 
1 Samuel 18:22-27 
Then Saul commanded his servants, “Speak to David secretly, saying, ‘Behold, the king delights in you, and 
all his servants love you; now therefore, become the king’s son-in-law.’” So Saul’s servants spoke these 
words to David. But David said, “Is it trivial in your sight to become the king’s son-in-law, since I am a poor 
man and lightly esteemed?” The servants of Saul reported to him according to these words which David 
spoke. Saul then said, “Thus you shall say to David, ‘The king does not desire any dowry [mohar] except a hundred 
foreskins of the Philistines, to take vengeance on the king’s enemies.’” Now Saul planned to make David fall by the 
hand of the Philistines. When his servants told David these words, it pleased David to become the king’s 
son-in-law. Before the days had expired David rose up and went, he and his men, and struck down two 



hundred men among the Philistines. Then David brought their foreskins, and they gave them in full number to the king, 
that he might become the king’s son-in-law. So Saul gave him Michal his daughter for a wife. 
 

New Testament Fulfillment 
 
In the New Testament, it was the Groom (Jesus) who paid the mohar (bride price) to the Father of the bride. 
The extremely high price of this payment expressed the groom’s great affection for his bride.  
 
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 
Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, 
and that you are not your own?  For you have been bought with a price: therefore, glorify God in your body. 
 
1 Peter 1:18-19 
knowing that you were not redeemed with perishable things like silver or gold from your futile way of life 
inherited from your forefathers, but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ. 
 
Revelation 5:9 
And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You were 
slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe and tongue and people and nation. 
 
John 3:16 
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but 
have eternal life. 
 

The Shiluhim - The Dowry 
 
In the ancient world, a dowry was commonly received by the bride from her father. It was the brides share of the 
father’s inheritance.  
 
Joshua 15:16-19 
And Caleb said, “The one who attacks Kiriath-sepher and captures it, I will give him Achsah my daughter 
as a wife.” Othniel the son of Kenaz, the brother of Caleb, captured it; so he gave him Achsah his daughter 
as a wife. It came about that when she came to him she persuaded him to ask her father for a field. So she 
alighted from the donkey, and Caleb said to her, “What do you want?” Then she said, “Give me a blessing; 
since you have given me the land of the Negev, give me also springs of water.” So he gave her the upper springs and the lower 
springs. 
 
1 Kings 9:16 
For Pharaoh king of Egypt had gone up and captured Gezer and burned it with fire, and killed the 
Canaanites who lived in the city, and had given it as a dowry to his daughter, Solomon’s wife. 
 

New Testament Fulfillment 
 
In the New Testament, it was the Holy Spirit that was given by the Father to His bride as the shiluhim/dowry 
which was both a gift and a share in His inheritance. 
 
John 14:16-17 
“I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you forever; that is the Spirit of 
truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not see Him or know Him, but you know Him because 
He abides with you and will be in you. 



Acts 2:38 
Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Acts 10:44-45 
While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to 
the message. All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit 
had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 
 
Ephesians 1:11 
Also, we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to His purpose who works all things 
after the counsel of His will. 
 
The New Testament Dowry [the Gift of the Spirit] was a Pledge of the Father’s Full Inheritance 

 
Not only was the Spirit (the dowry) given to the bride (the church) to allow her to share in the inheritance, 
it was given as a guarantee of the full and eternal inheritance.  

 
2 Corinthians 1:20-22 
For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes; therefore, also through Him is our Amen to 
the glory of God through us. Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and anointed us is God, who 
also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge. 
 
Ephesians 1:13-14 
In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation - having also believed, 
you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is given as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption 
of God’s own possession, to the praise of His glory. 
 
Ephesians 4:30 
Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 
 
The Day of Redemption [Inheritance] at the Second Coming of Christ for the Wedding in AD70 

 
According to Jesus, the generation who received the guarantee of their full inheritance (the Spirit/dowry) 
was the generation who would actually receive it.  
 
Luke 21:20,22,27-28,31-32 
“But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near…. because these are 
days of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled…. “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory. But when these things begin to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, 
because your redemption is drawing near…. “So you also, when you see these things happening, recognize that the 
kingdom of God is near. “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all things take place. 
 
In conclusion: We see in the New Testament that it was (1) the Father of the bridegroom which chose the bride 
[the Shiddukhin]. (2) It was the groom (Jesus) who paid with his life and with his blood to the Father the price of 
the bride [the mohar]. (3) It was the Father who gave the Spirit to His bride as a partial inheritance as well as the 
pledge of the full inheritance that she would receive at the wedding [the Shiluhim]. And (4), at the coming of the 
bridegroom for the wedding in AD70, the bride - the church - received her full inheritance (her complete 
redemption) in the Kingdom of God.  
 
Continued in part 2…. 


