
The Parables of Jesus # 23 
The Old Testament Wedding in the New Testament scriptures - Part 2 

 
“A One Generation Betrothal” 

 
In part 1 of this study, we briefly explored 3 elements/phases in the Jewish marriage tradition, which were: 
 

1. The Shiddukhin [the “match”, choosing the bride] 
2. The Mohar [the purchase price of the bride] 
3. The Shiluhim [the dowry, the brides share of the inheritance].  

 
Through that study, we saw that in the New Testament it was the Father of the groom who chose the bride 
for his Son. It was the Groom [Jesus] who paid with his life and with his death the precious price for his 
bride to her Father. And, it was the Father who gave to His bride His Spirit as a partial inheritance as well 
as the pledge of the full inheritance that she would receive when the wedding was consummated. Finally, 
we saw that at the return of the Groom [the second coming of Christ] for the wedding in AD70, the bride 
[the church] received her full inheritance [her complete redemption] in the Kingdom of God. 
 
[Again, much of the material in this study has been gleaned from a 1996 internet article by Bill Risk entitled, 
“Ancient Jewish Marriage Traditions & Their Fulfillment in Jesus the Messiah”.] 
 
In part 2 of this study we will explore 1 additional element/phase in the ancient Jewish marriage tradition. 
 

The Kiddushin - The Betrothal [Engagement] 
 

In ancient Jewish culture, the betrothed couple was for all legal and moral purposes considered married; 
the exception being the sexual consummation of the marriage, which was forbidden prior to the official 
wedding. At some point in history [prior to the first century] the tradition of a “cup of blessing” was 
incorporated into the marriage tradition itself. According to Neil and Jamie Lash in the book, “Ancient Jewish 
Wedding Customs”, the groom would pour a cup for his bride and would bless the wine with the ritual prayer: 
“Blessed art Thou, Eternal our God, Creator of Heaven and Earth, who has given us the fruit of the vine, Amen.” By drinking 
from the cup the bride consented to the marriage and the covenant was sealed; the couple was then 
considered to be officially betrothed. The betrothal period generally lasted one year. 
 
For the groom, the betrothal period was time of preparation. The groom would depart and return to his father’s 
house a prepare the bridal chamber [the huppah]. The huppah would be a separate building on his father’s property 
or an addition room in or attached to his father’s house.  
 
For the bride, the betrothal period was a time of both purification and anticipation. Concerning the former, the 
one year betrothal period was to show that the bride was not pregnant prior to her betrothal. In other words, 
the betrothal period served to ensure the purity and virginity of the bride. During this time, the bride was also to 
undergo the customary “Mikveh” [a purifying bath]. Concerning the latter, the bride eagerly anticipated the return 
of the groom, at a “day and hour” that she did not know. Each evening the bride would prepare a lamp with oil in 
case her groom returned for her during the night, which was often the case.  
 

New Testament Fulfillment 
 
At the last Passover supper as the disciples (the bride/church) drank from the groom’s “cup of blessing”, the 
marriage covenant [the New Covenant] was sealed and the betrothal was made official. 



Matthew 26:27-29 
And when He had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; for this is My 
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. “But I say to you, I will not drink of 
this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Father’s kingdom.” 
 
Just following the betrothal, the groom departed to the Father’s house [Jesus’ ascension] to prepare the bridal 
chamber (the huppah). When preparations were completed, the groom would return to escort his bride back to 
the Father’s house. 
 
John 14:1-3 
Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. “In My Father’s house are many dwelling 
places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. “If I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, there you may be also. 
 
During the betrothal period, the bride (the church) was engaged in a time of purification, often being tested in 
order that her covenant-faithfulness to her groom might be demonstrated. It was important that the bride remain pure.  
 
2 Corinthians 11:2 
For I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one husband, so that to Christ I might present you 
as a pure virgin. 
 
1 Peter 1:6-7 
In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been distressed by various trials, 
so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found 
to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
During the betrothal period the bride [the church] was washed with “pure water” [the water of the Word] 
as a part of the purification process. 
 
Ephesians 5:25-27 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself up for her, so that He 
might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, that He might present to Himself the church in 
all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would be holy and blameless. 
 
Titus 3:5 
He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit. 
 
Hebrews 10:22 
Let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an 
evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 
 
1 Peter 3:21 
Corresponding to that, baptism now saves you - not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a 
good conscience - through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 
 
From 30AD onward, the bride eagerly anticipated the return of her groom (Jesus) for the wedding. This of course should 
be expected, after all, it was the Groom himself who had promise that he was going to return within their 
lifetime (Matthew 10:23, 16:27-28, 24:30-34, 26:64, Mark 13:26-30, Luke 21:20-32, Revelation 1:1-3,7, 
22:6-12), and it was the Father of the Groom who gave them the His Spirit as the pledge and guarantee of it. Although 
she could not know the “day or the hour”, she did know “the generation”. 



Romans 8:23,29 
And not only this, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body…. For those whom He foreknew, He also 
predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:4-7 
I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, that in 
everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony concerning 
Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly the revelation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Thessalonians 1:8-10 
For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every 
place your faith toward God has gone forth, so that we have no need to say anything. For they themselves 
report about us what kind of a reception we had with you, and how you turned to God from idols to serve 
a living and true God, and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, that is Jesus, who rescues us 
from the wrath to come. 
 
Philippians 3:20 
For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Hebrews 9:24,28 
For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true one, but into heaven itself, now 
to appear in the presence of God for us…. so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will 
appear a second time for salvation without reference sin, to those who eagerly await Him. 
 
Titus 2:11-13 
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us to deny ungodliness and 
worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, looking for the blessed hope and the 
appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus. 
 
Notice what the late author and bible scholar David Chilton has said concerning the first century betrothal period 
[the kiddushin], on pp.473-474 of his book, “Days of Vengeance”. Commenting specifically on Revelation 19:7 
Chilton says: 
 
“The Bride has made herself ready! The duty of the apostles during the Last Days was to prepare the Church for her 
nuptials. Paul wrote of Christ’s sacrifice as the redemption of the Bride: He “loved the Church and gave himself up 
for her; that He might sanctify her, having cleanser her by the washing of water with the Word; that He might present to 
Himself the glorious Church, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and 
blameless” (Ephesians 5:25-27). Paul extended this imagery in speaking to the Corinthians about the goal 
of his ministry: “I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one Husband, that to Christ I might 
present you as a pure virgin.” Yet there was danger that the Church would be seduced into fornication with the Dragon; 
the Apostle was “afraid, lest as the Serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from 
the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:2-3) …. But now John sees a vision of the Church 
in her glory and purity, having successfully met her trials and temptations, having passed through great tribulations into her 
possession of the Kingdom as the Bride of Christ. Contrary to the expectations of Rome, the destruction of Jerusalem 
was not the end for the Church. Instead, it was the Church’s full establishment as the new Temple, the final 
declaration that God had taken to Himself a new Bride, a faithful, chaste virgin who had successfully resisted the 
seductive temptations of the Dragon. She had made herself ready, and this was her wedding day.”  
(Emphasis in italics is mine) 



In anticipation of her groom’s imminent return, virgin brides in Israel would always light their lamps [torches] and 
keep an ample supply of oil on hand. It is in this historical and cultural context that we must hear “The Parable 
of 10 Virgins”.  
 
Matthew 25:1 
Then the kingdom of heaven will be compared to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom....  
 
 
Continued in Part 3….  


