
The Parables of Jesus # 24 
The Wedding in the New Testament - Part 3 

“The Parable of 10 Virgins” 
 

Once again, much of the material in this study has been gleaned from a 1996 internet article by Bill Risk 
entitled, “Ancient Jewish Marriage Traditions & Their Fulfillment in Jesus the Messiah”, to which I am 
indebted. 
 
In parts 1 and 2 of this study, we briefly explored 4 elements/phases in the Jewish marriage tradition, which 
were: 

1. The Shiddukhin - the “match”, choosing the bride 
2. The Mohar - the purchase price of the bride 
3. The Shiluhim - the dowry, the brides share of the inheritance 
4. The Kiddushin - the betrothal [engagement] 

 
Through those studies, we saw in the New Testament that: 

1. It was the Father of the groom who chose the bride for his Son.  
2. It was the Groom [Jesus] who paid with his life and with his death the precious price for his bride 

to her Father. 
3. It was the Father of the bride who gave to His daughter His Spirit as a partial inheritance as well 

as the pledge [guarantee] of the full inheritance that she would receive when the wedding was 
consummated. 

4. The betrothal/engagement period between Christ and the church lasted for one generation, 
beginning in AD30 and extending to approximately 66-70AD. During that time, the church (the 
bride) was tested concerning her faithfulness to Christ while she waited in eager expectation for the 
return of the groom for the wedding.  

5. At the return of the Groom for the wedding in AD70 [the second coming of Christ to “take” His 
Bride], the Church received her full inheritance [her completed redemption] in the Kingdom of 
God. 

 
Now before we jump into part 3, notice what the late author and bible scholar David Chilton has said 
concerning the first century betrothal period [the kiddushin], on pp.473-474 of his book, “Days of Vengeance”. 
Commenting on Revelation 19:7 Chilton says: 
 
“The Bride has made herself ready! The duty of the apostles during the Last Days was to prepare the Church for her 
nuptials. Paul wrote of Christ’s sacrifice as the redemption of the Bride: He “loved the Church and gave Himself up 
for her; that He might sanctify her, having cleanser her by the washing of water with the Word; that He might present to 
Himself the glorious Church, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and 
blameless” (Ephesians 5:25-27). Paul extended this imagery in speaking to the Corinthians about the goal 
of his ministry: “I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy; for I betrothed you to one Husband, that to Christ I might 
present you as a pure virgin.” Yet there was danger that the Church would be seduced into fornication with the Dragon; 
the Apostle was “afraid, lest as the Serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from 
the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:2-3) …. But now John sees a vision of the Church 
in her glory and purity, having successfully met her trials and temptations, having passed through great tribulations into her 
possession of the Kingdom as the Bride of Christ. Contrary to the expectations of Rome, the destruction of Jerusalem 
was not the end for the Church. Instead, it was the Church’s full establishment as the new Temple, the final 
declaration that God had taken to Himself a new Bride, a faithful, chaste virgin who had successfully resisted the 
seductive temptations of the Dragon. She had made herself ready, and this was her wedding day.”  
(Emphasis in italics is mine) 



We will now begin to explore 1 final element/phase in the ancient Jewish marriage tradition; the Nissuin [the 
taking]. This represents the return of the groom to receive his bride for the wedding. 
 

The Nissuin - “The Taking” 
 

According to the ancient Jewish wedding custom, when the groom had finished preparing he bridal 
chamber in “the Father’s house”, he would arrive at the bride’s house in order to “take her” as his wife. This 
part of the wedding ceremony was playfully called “the abduction”, and would generally occur in the night as 
to heighten the element of surprise. In romantic and thrilling fashion, all Jewish brides were “stolen” and 
“carried off” in the night by the man who had won their heart and paid the high price [the mohar] for her. 
 
In the New Testament, we see two sides [or a contrast] of this “stealing away in the night”. One concerned the 
bride, and the other concerned those who were not prepared for the wedding. To those who were not 
prepared, what they had would be “stolen from them”; but for those who had made themselves ready, they themselves 
would be “stolen away” as a bride adorned for her wedding. Either way, Jesus was “coming like a thief”. 
 

Coming Like a Thief in the Night 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:2-5,8-9 
For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. While they are 
saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and 
they will not escape. But you, brethren, are not in darkness, that the day would overtake you like a thief; for you are all sons 
of light and sons of day. We are not of night nor of darkness…. But since we are of the day, let us be sober, 
having put on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet, the hope of salvation. For God has not destined 
us for wrath, but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
2 Peter 3:3-4,9-10,13 
Know this first of all, that in the last day’s mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own 
lusts, and saying, where is the promise of His coming?... The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance. But the 
day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with 
intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up…. But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens 
and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells. 
 
Revelation 3:1-5 
To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars, says 
this: “I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. Wake up, and strengthen the 
things that remain, which were about to die; for I have not found your deeds completed in the sight of My God. 
‘So remember what you have received and heard; and keep it, and repent. Therefore, if you do not wake up, I 
will come like a thief, and you will not know at what hour I will come to you. ‘But you have a few people in Sardis who 
have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. ‘He who overcomes will thus be 
clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before 
My Father and before His angels. 
 

Behold, The Bridegroom; Come out to Meet Him 
 
Following the betrothal period and just before the groom arrived to “steal away” his bride, the friends of 
the bridegroom would arrive at the bride’s house and announce with a shout, “behold, the bridegroom comes”. 
Sometimes, this announcement would be accompanied by the blowing of a ram’s horn (the shofar). In other 
words, the groom would arrive (return) for the wedding “with a shout” and with the “sound of a trumpet”. 



Matthew 24:29-31,34 
“But immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 
light, and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. “And then the sign 
of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. “And He will send forth His angels with a great 
trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other…. “Truly I say to 
you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 
For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the Lord, will 
not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice 
of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we shall always be 
with the Lord. 
 
It was this particular phase/element of the Jewish wedding tradition [the nissuin - the taking] the that Jesus 
had in mind when he spoke the parable of the ten virgins in Matthew 25. 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 
Then the kingdom of heaven will be comparable to ten virgins, who took their lamps and went out to meet the 
bridegroom. “Five of them were foolish, and five were prudent. “For when the foolish took their lamps, they 
took no oil with them, but the prudent took oil in flasks along with their lamps. “Now while the bridegroom 
was delaying, they all got drowsy and began to sleep. “But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Behold, the bridegroom! 
Come out to meet him’ “Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. “The foolish said to the prudent, 
‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ “But the prudent answered, ‘No, there will not be 
enough for us and you too; go instead to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ “And while they were going 
away to make the purchase, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the wedding feast; and the door 
was shut. “Later the other virgins also came, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open up for us.’ “But he answered, ‘Truly I 
say to you, I do not know you.’ “Be on the alert then, for you do not know the day nor the hour. 
 
Upon stealing away the bride, the groom would then take his bride and make their way back towards to the 
groom’s house (the Father’s house) escorted by the bridal party through the streets of the town being joined by 
a crowd of villagers singing, dancing, and playing musical instruments. Both the bride and the groom would be 
beautifully and elaborately clothed, and would be treated as kings and queens, sometimes being adorned with crowns. This 
tradition was alluded to when Jeremiah prophesied the following in the context of the New Covenant. 
 
Jeremiah 33:10-11 
“Thus says the Lord, ‘Yet again there will be heard in this place, of which you say, “It is a waste, without man 
and without beast,” that is, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem that are desolate, without 
man and without inhabitant and without beast, the voice of joy and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom 
and the voice of the bride, the voice of those who say, “Give thanks to the Lord of hosts, for the Lord is good, 
for His lovingkindness is everlasting”; and of those who bring a thank offering into the house of the Lord. 
For I will restore the fortunes of the land as they were at first,’ says the Lord. 
 
When prophesying of the salvation of Israel at the coming of the Lord, Isaiah alluded to the same wedding 
tradition….  
 
Isaiah 61:10-11, 62:5 
I will rejoice greatly in the Lord, my soul will exult in my God; for He has clothed me with garments of salvation, 
He has wrapped me with a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself 
with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, and as a garden causes the things sown in it to spring 



up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.... For as a young 
man marries a virgin, so your sons will marry you; and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so your God will rejoice over 
you.  
 

New Testament Fulfillment 
 
In the New Testament, it was John the Baptist who first began to experience what Jeremiah had prophesied. 
The “voice of the bridegroom” was once again being “heard in Jerusalem”. 
 
John 3:28-29 
“You yourselves are my witnesses that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent ahead of Him.’ 
“He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of 
the bridegroom’s voice. So, this joy of mine has been made full. 
 
And according to the apostle John, the New Covenant Bride had been “clothed in the garments of salvation” 
and “wrapped in a robe of righteousness” through the New Covenant, in fulfillment of the prophet Isaiah.  
 
Revelation 19:7-9 
“Let us rejoice and be glad and give the glory to Him, for the marriage of the Lamb has come and His bride has made 
herself ready.” It was given to her to clothe herself in fine linen, bright and clean; for the fine linen is the righteous acts 
of the saints. Then he said to me, “Write, ‘Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’” 
And he said to me, “These are true words of God.” 
 
Finally, the couple would arrive at the groom’s Father’s house where the huppah had been perfectly prepared. 
The huppah came to be (and is today) a “canopy” under which the bride and groom stand to perform the marriage 
ceremony. The canopy [covering] symbolizes the authority and protection of the groom that the bride 
“comes under” through the marriage union. It also provided privacy and intimacy for the consummation 
of their marriage. The married couple would spend an entire week (7 days) alone in the huppah, while the 
guests would enjoy a feast outside waiting for the bride and groom to rejoin them for further public celebration and feasting. 
Following the feast, the couple would live together forever as “one flesh”. 
 
Isaiah prophesied of a day [in the last days - Isaiah 2:2-4] when this climax of the marriage ceremony would 
find its ultimate fulfillment at the Messianic Banquet, the marriage supper of the Lamb, where God spreads 
his huppah [covering/canopy] over his glorified bride. 
 
Isaiah 4:2-6 
In that day, the Branch of the Lord will be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth will be the pride and the 
adornment of the survivors of Israel. It will come about that he who is left in Zion and remains in Jerusalem will 
be called holy - everyone who is recorded for life in Jerusalem. When the Lord has washed away the filth of 
the daughters of Zion and purged the bloodshed of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and the spirit of 
burning, then the Lord will create over the whole area of Mount Zion and over her assemblies a cloud by 
day, even smoke, and the brightness of a flaming fire by night; for over all the glory will be a canopy [huppah]. 
There will be a shelter to give shade from the heat by day, and refuge and protection from the storm and the rain. 
 
The apostle John alludes directly to this passage in both Revelation 7 and 21. 
 
Revelation 7:13-17 
Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “These who are clothed in the white robes, who are they, and 
where have they come from?” I said to him, “My lord, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones 
who come out of the great tribulation, and they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb. “For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in 



His temple; and He who sits on the throne will spread His tabernacle over them. “They will hunger no longer, nor 
thirst anymore; nor will the sun beat down on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb in the center of the throne will be 
their shepherd, and will guide them to springs of the water of life; and God will wipe every tear from their eyes.” 
 
Revelation 21:1-4, 22:2-4 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth passed away, and there is no longer any 
sea. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, made ready as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is among 
men, and He will dwell among them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself will be among them, and He will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or 
crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.… There will no longer be any curse; and the throne of 
God and of the Lamb will be in it, and His bond-servants will serve Him; they will see His face, and His name 
will be on their foreheads. 
 
In conclusion: The parable of “The 10 Virgins” is the climax to the ancient Jewish wedding tradition. It is the time 
immediately following the 40 year [1 generation] betrothal period when the groom “returns” to “steal away” 
his bride like a “thief in the night” and bring her under his huppah [into his Father’s Kingdom-house]. At the 
consummation of the wedding in AD70, the church [the bride of Christ] entered the eternal covenant-
presence of God where they [and we] can “see his face”. It is only through marriage in the New Covenant 
that man meets his Creator “face to face” [Exodus 33:18-23, Matthew 17:2-3, 1 Corinthians 13:12]. 


