
UNDERSTANDING THE ESCHATOLOGY OF THE CREEDS 
A SURVEY OF EARLY CHRISTIAN WRITINGS 

 
Apostles Creed 

“From there He will come 
 to judge the living and the dead” 

 
Nicene Creed 

“He will come again with glory  
to judge the living and the dead 
His kingdom will never end” 

 
Athanasian Creed 

“From where He will come 
to judge the living and the dead 

at whose coming all men will rise with their bodies 
and will render an account of their deeds 

and those who have done good will go to eternal life 
those who have done evil to eternal fire” 

 
The three main questions I will be pursuing are: 
 

1. What were the primary eschatological teachings of Jesus and the apostles that the 
composers of the creeds would have used to express their “creedal eschatology”? 

2. Does the context of these early Christian writings help us to understand the eschatology of 
the creeds from the perspective of the original writers? 

3. Does the eschatological expectation of creeds agree with the eschatological expectation of 
Jesus and the New Testament writers? 

 
My initial assumptions/inclinations concerning these questions are: 
 

1. From the teachings of Jesus: Matthew 16:27-28, Luke 21:27-31, and Matthew 25:31-34. 
From the teachings of Paul: 1 Thessalonians 4:17 and 1 Corinthians 15. 

2. I would say yes; the context of these early Christian writings plays a significant role in 
understanding the creeds from the perspective of their writers. 

3. I would say no; the eschatological expectation of the creeds does not agree with the 
eschatological expectation of Jesus and the New Testament writers. The former being 
future from the perspective of the authors, while the latter being limited to the lifetime of 
their own generation. 

 
We will also suggest a reason for the obvious disparity, and what can be done in the present to 
restore harmony for the future. 


