
Acts: Lesson #2 
The Second Exodus Begins 

 
Acts 1:1-3 
The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day 
when He was taken up to heaven after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to the apostles whom 
He had chosen. To these He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many convincing 
proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the kingdom of God.  
 
What can we learn from these opening verses of the book of Acts? 
What is significant about “a period of forty days”? 
 
Luke 9:26-31 
For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He 
comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels. But I say to you truthfully, 
there are some of those standing here who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.” 
Some eight days after these sayings, He took along Peter and John and James, and went up on the 
mountain to pray. And while He was praying, the appearance of His face became different, and 
His clothing became white and gleaming. And behold, two men were talking with Him; and they 
were Moses and Elijah, who, appearing in glory, were speaking of His departure which He was about to 
accomplish at Jerusalem.  
 
Is there a connection between Jesus’ “departure” in Luke 9 and the “forty-day period” in Acts 1? 
 
Hebrews 6:19-20 
This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope both sure and steadfast and one which 
enters within the veil, where Jesus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest forever 
according to the order of Melchizedek.  
 
Romans 8:29 
For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become conformed to the image of His Son, 
so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren. 
 
Colossians 1:18 
He is also head of the body, the church; and He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that He 
Himself will come to have first place in everything. 
 
Isaiah 55:3-4 
“Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; and I will make an everlasting 
covenant with you, according the faithful mercies shown to David. “Behold, I have made him a witness 
to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples. 
 
 
Let’s continue in the book of Acts…  
 
 



Acts 1:4-8 
Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the Father 
had promised, “Which,” He said, “you heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will 
be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” So when they had come together, they were 
asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; but you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 
 
Where in the OT had the Father “promised the Spirit”? 
 
John 7:37-39 
Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is 
thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. “He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his innermost being will 
flow rivers of living water.’ But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; 
for the Spirit was not yet given because Jesus was not yet glorified.  
 
Isaiah 44:1-3 
But now listen, O Jacob, My servant, and Israel, whom I have chosen: Thus says the Lord who made you 
and formed you from the womb, who will help you, ‘Do not fear, O Jacob My servant; and you 
Jeshurun whom I have chosen. For I will pour out water on the thirsty land and streams on the dry ground; I 
will pour out My Spirit on your offspring and My blessing on your descendants. 
 
What were the disciples to “witness” (bear testimony)? 
 
Isaiah 44:4-8 
And they will spring up among the grass like poplars by streams of water. This one will say, ‘I am 
the Lord’s; and that one will call on the name of Jacob; and another will write on his hand, 
‘Belonging to the Lord,’ and will name Israel’s name with honor. Thus says the Lord, the King of 
Israel and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last, and there is no God besides Me. 
‘Who is like Me? Let him proclaim and declare it; yes, let him recount it to Me in order, from the time that I 
established the ancient nation. And let them declare to them the things that are coming and the events that are going to 
take place. Do not tremble and do not be afraid; have I not long since announced it to you and 
declared it? And you are My witnesses. Is there any God besides Me, or is there any other Rock? I 
know of none.’” 
 
Why did the disciples “connect” the Spirit with the “restoration of the kingdom to Israel”? 
 
Ezekiel 37:12-14,21-22 
“Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I will open your graves and 
cause you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel. “Then you 
will know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of 
your graves, My people. “I will put My Spirit within you and you will come to life, and I will place you on 
your own land. Then you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken and done it,” declares the Lord…. “Say to them, 
‘Thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I will take the sons of Israel from among the nations where they 
have gone, and I will gather them from every side and bring them into their own land; and I will make them one 



nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one king will be king for all of them; and they will no longer be 
two nations and no longer be divided into two kingdoms. 
 
Zechariah 10:8-12 
“I will whistle for them to gather them together, for I have redeemed them; and they will be as numerous as 
they were before. “When I scatter them among the peoples, they will remember Me in far 
countries, and they with their children will live and come back. “I will bring them back from the land of Egypt 
and gather them from Assyria; and I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon until no 
room can be found for them. “And they will pass through the sea of distress and He will strike the waves 
in the sea, so that all the depths of the Nile will dry up; and the pride of Assyria will be brought 
down and the scepter of Egypt will depart. “And I will strengthen them in the Lord, and in His name they 
will walk,” declares the Lord. 
 
Conclusion: 
Acts 1:1-8 sets the theme of the book; the restoration of Israel through the second and final exodus. Jesus as 
forerunner had completed his “departure” (his exodus) out of the “lower world of flesh” and into 
the higher and heavenly “covenant-world of Spirit”. The promise of the Spirit to Israel was to 
initiate their corporate exodus, and to empower them to carry the message of kingdom-restoration 
to all nations beginning in Jerusalem. Under the power and leading of the Spirit, the Church as 
the remnant of Israel was to follow Christ out of that “present evil age” and into the glory of the 
“age to come”, His Presence within the veil. 


