
Acts: Lesson #3 
He Shall Come Again in “Just the Same Way” 

 
In this week’s lesson, we explore the covenant meaning of “cloud” as well as the phrase “in just the 
same way”, as used in Acts 1:9-11. As we shall demonstrate, rather than being a “futurist proof 
text” for a visible, bodily second coming of Jesus at some unknown time in the future; this passage 
provides a powerful witness to the invisible and spiritual return of Christ through the arrival of His 
covenant-presence in the first century. 
 
Acts 1:9-11 
And after He had said these things, He was lifted up while they were looking on, and a cloud received 
Him out of their sight. And as they were gazing intently into the sky while He was going, behold, two 
men in white clothing stood beside them. They also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand 
looking into the sky? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in just the 
same way as you have watched Him go into heaven.” 
 

1. What about this passage stands out to you? 
2. What is the significance of a “cloud” receiving Jesus? 
3. What is meant by the phrase, “in just the same way” (houtos tropos)? 

 
1 Timothy 3:16 
By common confession, great is the mystery of godliness: He who was revealed in the flesh, 
was vindicated in the Spirit, seen by angels, proclaimed among the nations, believed on in the 
world, taken up in glory. 
 

Jesus’ “Going in the Cloud” 
 
Are futurist interpretations of the “cloud” in Acts 1:9 biblical? Are they seeking to understand 
scripture through a 1st century lens or a 21st century lens? Let’s take a look….  
 
Exodus 24:15-18 
Then Moses went up to the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory of the Lord rested on 
Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; and on the seventh day He called to Moses from the midst 
of the cloud. And to the eyes of the sons of Israel the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a 
consuming fire on the mountain top. Moses entered the midst of the cloud as he went up to the mountain; and 
Moses was on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 
 
Leviticus 16:11-13 
Then Aaron shall offer the bull of the sin offering which is for himself and make atonement for 
himself and for his household, and he shall slaughter the bull of the sin offering which is for himself. 
He shall take a firepan full of coals of fire from upon the altar before the Lord and two handfuls of 
finely ground sweet incense, and bring it inside the veil. He shall put the incense on the fire before 
the Lord, that the cloud of incense may cover the mercy seat that is on the ark of the testimony, otherwise he will die. 
 
1 Kings 7:51  
Thus, all the work that King Solomon performed in the house of the Lord was finished. 



1 Kings 8:10-11 
It happened that when the priests came from the holy place, the cloud filled the house of the Lord, 
so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord filled 
the house of the Lord.  
 

In Just the Same Way 
 
Is it possible, responsible, or biblical to interpret the phrase “in just the same way” (houtos tropos) 
in Acts 1:11 in a hyper-literal sense as the futurists do? Let’s take a look….  
 
2 Timothy 3:8 
Just as [houtos tropos] Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, 
men of depraved mind, rejected in regard to the faith. 
 
Acts 15:7,11 
After there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brethren, you know 
that in the early days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles would 
hear the word of the gospel and believe…. But we believe that we are saved through the grace of 
the Lord Jesus, in the same way [houtos tropos] as they also are.” 
 
Notice, the bible tells us that the second coming of Christ would be: 
 
In judgment, to reward every man according to his deeds….  
 
Matthew 16:27 
“For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels and will then repay 
every man according to his deeds”	
 
With the voice of the archangel and the trumpet of God…. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:16 
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with 
the trumpet of God…” 
 
With his mighty angels in flaming fire…. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:7 
“…when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire” 
 
In view of “every eye” ….  
 
Revelation 1:7 
“Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him….” 
 
 
 
 



And, as a conquering King, riding on a white horse…. 
 
Revelation 19:11-16 
“And I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse, and He who sat on it is called Faithful and 
True…” 
 
Clearly, the hyper-literal interpretation of “in just the same way” causes serious biblical 
contradictions. 

 
A Covenant Understanding of the Acts 1 Ascension of Christ 

 
The Acts 1 ascension of Christ pointed to the first century return of Christ, coming on the “clouds” 
of heaven, in power and great glory. 
 
Matthew 24:30-31,24 
“And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. “And 
He will send forth His angels with a great trumpet and they will gather together His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of the sky to the other…. “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away 
until all these things take place. 
 
How should we understand this “glory-cloud-coming” of the Lord in light of the Old Testament 
passages which we have surveyed above? Specifically: 
 

1. Exodus 24:15-18 - the exodus 
2. Leviticus 16:11-13 - the day of atonement  
3. 1 Kings 7:51, 8:10-11 - the glorification of the finished temple 

 
Conclusion: 
The language and symbolism of the Acts 1 ascension of Jesus pointed to and prophesied the 1st 
century second coming of Christ on the clouds of heaven in power and great glory, to (1) complete 
Israel’s last day’s exodus, (2) consummate the atonement and apply the blessings of salvation, and 
(3) glorify the Church, the New Covenant temple of God through the return of the covenant-
presence of Christ.  
 
If the second coming of Christ has not occurred; then the exodus continues today, man is without 
salvation, the temple (the Church) is still being constructed and the glorious presence of God has 
yet to return to glorify His people.  
 
But praise be to God that Christ has come again on the cloud of glory, in “just the same way” that 
they had seen Him go. 


