
Deuteronomy 32 & Israel’s Last Day’s Judgment 
 

The following short study demonstrates conclusively that what Moses had prophesied in Deuteronomy 32, 
and what John predicted in Revelation 18, is what Jesus placed at the judgment of the Jewish nation in the 
lifetime of his own generation in Matthew 23. The implications of the this will be explored in our conclusion. 
 
We begin the prelude to the song of Moses: 
 

Deuteronomy 31:28-31 
Assemble to me all the elders of your tribes and your officers, that I may speak these words in their 
hearing and call the heavens and the earth to witness against them. For I know that after my death 
you will act corruptly and turn from the way which I have commanded you; and evil will befall you in 
the latter days, for you will do that which is evil in the sight of the Lord, provoking Him to anger with 
the work of your hands. Then Moses spoke in the hearing of all the assembly of Israel the words of 
this song, until they were complete. 

 
This “song of Moses” concerns the evil that will befall the nation of Israel in the “last days”. What this means 
is, the “last days” period is synchronous with existence Old Covenant Israel as a covenant people. As we 
shall see, these “last days” are Israel’s last days as God’s covenant people; but more on this below. Now to 
the “song of Moses”.  
 

Deuteronomy 32:35 
Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, in due time their foot will slip; for the day of their calamity is near, and 
the impending things are hastening upon them. 

 
That is, in the “last days” (Israel’s last days) their calamity would be near and would be hastening upon 
them. Israel’s calamity would come as the vengeance and retribution of the Lord. Moses continues….  
 

Deuteronomy 32:36 
For the Lord will vindicate His people, and will have compassion on His servants, when He sees that their 
strength is gone, and there is none remaining, bond or free. 

 
The Lord’s vindication of “His people” refers to the Lord’s avenging of “His servants”. What we have in 
the song of Moses is a picture of the “two Israel’s” which corresponds to Abraham’s “two sons” (Galatians 
4:22-31). Israel according to the flesh answers to those whose calamity would come in the “last days”, they 
are the “not His children” but a “perverse and crooked generation” (Deuteronomy 32:5). Israel after the 
Spirit answers to “His servants” who the Lord would avenge in “the last days”. Moses goes on…  
 

Deuteronomy 32:40-43 
Indeed, I lift up My hand to heaven, and say, as I live forever, If I sharpen My flashing sword, and 
My hand takes hold on justice, I will render vengeance on My adversaries, and I will repay those who hate Me. 
‘I will make My arrows drunk with blood, and My sword will devour flesh, with the blood of the 
slain and the captives, from the long-haired leaders of the enemy.’ “Rejoice, O nations, with His people; 
for He will avenge the blood of His servants, and will render vengeance on His adversaries, and will atone for His 
land and His people.” 

 
What we have then in the song of Moses is God’s “last day’s promise” to bring vengeance on Israel after 
the flesh who have become his “adversaries” by avenging the “blood of His servants (Israel after the Spirit, 
the faithful remnant). Said another way, in the “last days” God would avenge the murder of His people by 
bringing vengeance and judgment on their murderer’s. 



With this in mind, we turn to the words of Jesus, who living in the “last days” (Hebrews 1:1-2) spoke the 
following to the nation of Israel according to the flesh. The echo of Deuteronomy 32 is undeniable.  
 

Matthew 23:29-31 
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn 
the monuments of the righteous, and say, ‘If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have 
been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ So you testify against yourselves, that you are sons of 
those who murdered the prophets.  

 
Jesus points out the continuity between the “fathers” (of Israel) and the leaders of Israel of the first century 
(Scribes and Pharisees) and their “shedding of the blood of the prophets”. The “blood of the servants” that 
Moses prophesied would be shed was indeed fulfilled in “the fathers”, and was about to climax in the murder 
of Christ and his disciples. As Jesus says….  
 

Matthew 23:32-36 
Fill up, then, the measure of the guilt of your fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence 
of hell? Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and scribes; some of them you will kill and 
crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, so that upon you may 
fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah, the 
son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. Truly I say to you, all these 
things will come upon this generation.  

 
Jesus tells Israel of his generation that through the murder of his apostles and prophets, the “guilt of all the 
righteous blood shed upon the earth” would come upon them; it would be “charged against that generation” 
(Luke 11:49-51). In other words, Old Covenant Israel who in “those last times” (1 Peter 1:20) had become 
the enemies of God (enemies of Christ - Philippians 3:18) in fulfillment of Deuteronomy 32, were about to 
be judged through the vengeance of God for shedding the blood if His servants. And as Jesus made clear, 
that judgment of Israel and the avenging of the saints was going to be accomplished within “this (His) 
generation”. With these things in mind, we turn to the book of Revelation. 
 
John, living at the close (the telos) of Jesus’ generation penned the following words. Significantly, John echoes 
both Deuteronomy 32:43 and Matthew 23:35 which as we have shown, prophesied Israel’s “last days” 
calamity. What this means is, the book of Revelation anticipated the exact same events. 
 

Revelation 18:20,24 19:1-2 
Rejoice over her, O heaven, and you saints and apostles and prophets, because God has pronounced judgment for you 
against her…. And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints and of all who have been slain on the earth. 
 
Revelation 19:1-3 
After these things I heard something like a loud voice of a great multitude in heaven, saying, 
“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God; Because His judgments are true and 
righteous; for He has judged the great harlot who was corrupting the earth with her immorality, and He has avenged 
the blood of His bond-servants on her. 

 
The following chart illustrates the perfect thematic parallels between all three passages.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Deuteronomy 32 Matthew 23 Revelation 18 
Concerns the “last days”  

(31:29) 
In the “last days”  

(Hebrews 1:1-2, 9:24) 
In the “last days” 

(Hebrews 1:1-2, Acts 2:17) 
God’s judgment of Israel 

(31:28-29, 32:32-43) 
God’s judgment of Israel 

(23:37-38) 
God’s judgment of Babylon 

(18:2,20-24) 
Vengeance of God 

(32:35,41-43) 
Vengeance of God 

(Luke 21:20-24 parallel text) 
Vengeance (violent judgment)  

of God (18:20-21) 
For shedding the blood of God’s 

servants  
(32:43) 

For shedding the blood of God’s 
prophets and apostles, all the 

righteous blood (23:34-35) 

For shedding the blood of God’s 
prophets and saints, all the 

righteous blood (18:24, 19:2) 
Avenging/vindication  

of the saints  
(32:36) 

Avenging/vindication of the 
saints (the elect) 

(Matthew 24:13,31 parallel text) 

Avenging/vindication of the 
saints, apostles, and prophets 

(18:20, 19:2) 
Fulfilled in the “last days” in the 

events that would come upon 
Israel as an Old Covenant 

people (31:29) 

Fulfilled through the fall of 
Jerusalem in Jesus’ generation 

(23:36-38, 24:2-3,34) 

Fulfilled through the fall of 
Babylon, “soon” and “shortly” 

from when John wrote  
(Revelation 1:1-3, 18:2, 22:6-12) 

 
Summary of Conclusions: 
 
-Deuteronomy 32 predicted Israel’s (Israel after the flesh) “last days” judgement for shedding the blood of 
the saints, and the vindication of the righteous 
 
-But, In Matthew 23 Jesus placed the “last days” judgment of Israel for shedding the blood of the saints and 
the vindication of the righteous in fulfillment of Deuteronomy 32 at the fall of Jerusalem in AD70. 
 
-Therefore, the “last days” judgement of Israel for shedding the blood of the saints and the vindication of 
the righteous in fulfillment of Deuteronomy 32 and Matthew 23 was fulfilled in the fall of Jerusalem in 
AD70. 
 
But notice what this means: 
 
-The “last days” judgement of Israel for shedding the blood of the saints and the vindication of the righteous 
in fulfillment of Deuteronomy 32 and Matthew 23 was fulfilled in the fall of Jerusalem in AD70. 
 
-But, Revelation 18 predicts the judgment of Babylon (the harlot city in contrast to the Holy City) for 
shedding the blood of the saints and the vindication of the righteous to take place “soon” and “shortly” from 
when John wrote the book.  
 
-Therefore, the judgment of Babylon in Revelation 18 for the shedding of the blood of the saints and the 
vindication of the righteous was fulfilled through the “last days” judgment of Israel at the fall of Jerusalem 
in AD70 in fulfillment of Deuteronomy 32 and Matthew 23. 
 
What this means is, the prophecy of Revelation was written prior to AD70, as it looked forward to the 
vindication of the martyrs and the judgement of Israel for shedding the blood of the saints through the 
destruction of the city and temple, in fulfillment of Deuteronomy 32 and Matthew 23. 


