
THE PARABLES OF JESUS - Part 1 
Understanding the Purpose of the Parables 

 
Parable Defined: 
A parable is both a figure of speech and a method of communication. The English word “parable” 
comes from the Greek word “parabole”, which carries the idea of placing one thing by the side of 
another for the purpose of comparison. In the case of the parables of Jesus, an oversimplified 
definition would be, “an earthly story with a heavenly meaning”. Milton S. Terry says that the 
imagery of a parable “always embodies a narrative which is true to the facts and experiences of human life”. In 
other words, parables are figures of speech which use the imagery and language of everyday human 
experience to communicate spiritual truths that would be otherwise incomprehensible. This means 
that the parables of Jesus specifically use the imagery and language of the ancient world of Judaism to communicate 
spiritual truths concerning the Kingdom of God.  

 
Two-fold Purpose of Parables: 

1. The parables were spoken to conceal the mysteries of the Kingdom of God from those who were 
indifferent or opposed to their spiritual meaning. 

2. The parables were spoken to reveal truths concerning the Kingdom of God for those who were 
willing to receive and perceive their spiritual meaning. 

 
This means Jesus spoke in that parables to both conceal and reveal spiritual truths concerning the 
Kingdom of God. Below are several passages which clearly show this two-fold purpose of Jesus’ 
parables. 
 
Matthew 13:9-17, 34-35 
He who has ears, let him hear. And the disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You speak to 
them in parables?” Jesus answered them, “To you it has been granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, but to them it has not been granted. For whoever has, to him more shall be given, and he will have an 
abundance; but whoever does not have, even what he has shall be taken away from him. Therefore, I speak to 
them in parables; because while seeing they do not see, and while hearing they do not hear, nor 
do they understand. In their case the prophecy of Isaiah is being fulfilled, which says, ‘you will keep 
on hearing but will not understand; you will keep on seeing but will not perceive; for the heart of 
this people has become dull, with their ears they scarcely hear, and they have closed their eyes, 
otherwise they would see with their eyes, hear with their ears, and understand with their heart and 
return, and I would heal them.’ But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. 
For truly I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see what you see, and did not see it and to hear 
what you hear, and did not hear it. 
 
Mark 4:10-12 
As soon as He was alone, His followers, along with the twelve, began asking Him about the 
parables. And He was saying to them, to you has been given the mystery of the kingdom of God, but those who 
are outside get everything in parables, so that while, they may see and not perceive, and while hearing, they may not 
hear and understand, otherwise they might return and be forgiven. 
 
 
 



Luke 8:9-10 
His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable meant. And He said, “To you it has been 
granted to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, so that seeing they may not see, 
and hearing they may not understand.” 
 

Purpose #1: 
 

Why did Jesus use parables to conceal truths concerning the Kingdom of God?  
Answer: To be rejected by the Jews, and crucified on a cross. 
 
In other words, Jesus came to die. But to die, Jesus had to be rejected by the Jews of his generation. Thus, 
the purpose of the parables was to conceal the mysteries of the Kingdom so that the Jews would 
reject Jesus and eventually crucify him. This was according to the word of God announced 
beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets. The following verses clearly support this position. 
 
Mark 10:45 
For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many. 
 
Luke 9:22 
The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed 
and be raised up on the third day. 
 
Acts 3:14-15,17-18 
But you disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, but put to death 
the Prince of life, the one whom God raised from the dead, a fact to which we are witnesses…. And 
now, brethren, I know that you acted in ignorance, just as your rulers did also. But the things which 
God announced beforehand by the mouth of all the prophets, that His Christ would suffer, He has thus fulfilled. 
 
Why was it necessary that Jesus be rejected and crucified? 
Answer: Only through his death could come his resurrection and ascension, which would guarantee the salvation of 
Israel.  
 
The biblical patter is, “suffering then glory”. Said another way, glory would only come through 
suffering. The following passages clearly teach this truth. 
 
Luke 24:26 
Was it not necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to enter into His glory? 
 
1 Peter 1:10-11 
As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful 
searches and inquiries, seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was 
indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow. 
 
So then, Jesus used His parables to conceal the mysteries of the kingdom of God from the Jews 
who had already hardened (closed) their hearts and minds to the true spiritual nature of the 



kingdom. This ultimately led to their full rejection and crucifixion of Jesus followed by his 
glorification. This brings us to the second purpose of the parables. 

 
Purpose #2: 

 
Why did Jesus use parables to reveal truths concerning the Kingdom of God?  
Answer: To seek and to save the righteous remnant of Israel, that is, those who had “ears to hear”. 
 
As you read the following verses, consider the following questions: 
Who were the lost sheep that Jesus was sent to? 
Who did Jesus come to seek and save? 
Why was Jesus only sent to this specific group of people? 
 
Matthew 15:24 
But He answered and said, I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 
 
Luke 19:10 
For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost. 
 
Jesus’ mission was to seek and save the faithful remnant Israel - God’s lost sheep. This was in 
fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy. Through the gospel, Jesus was accomplishing the hope of 
Israel (their salvation) and his parables were communicating this reality to those who had “ears to 
hear”. The following prophecy of Ezekiel is just one of many Old Testament prophesies that Jesus 
was fulfilling and his parables were explaining. 
 
Ezekiel 34:1-7,9-11,16,23-24 
Then the word of the Lord came to me saying, Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of 
Israel. Prophesy and say to those shepherds, ‘Thus says the Lord God, “Woe, shepherds of Israel 
who have been feeding themselves! Should not the shepherds feed the flock? You eat the fat and 
clothe yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat sheep without feeding the flock. Those who are 
sickly you have not strengthened, the diseased you have not healed, the broken you have not bound up, the scattered you 
have not brought back, nor have you sought for the lost; but with force and with severity you have dominated them. 
They were scattered for lack of a shepherd, and they became food for every beast of the field and were 
scattered. My flock wandered through all the mountains and on every high hill; My flock was scattered over all the 
surface of the earth, and there was no one to search or seek for them…. Therefore, you shepherds, hear the 
word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will demand 
My sheep from them and make them cease from feeding sheep. So the shepherds will not feed 
themselves anymore, but I will deliver My flock from their mouth, so that they will not be food for them. 
For thus says the Lord God, “Behold, I Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out…. I will seek the 
lost, bring back the scattered, bind up the broken and strengthen the sick; but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I 
will feed them with judgment…. Then I will set over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will feed them; 
he will feed them himself and be their shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and My servant David 
will be prince among them; I the Lord have spoken. 
 
In Matthew’s gospel, we see a beautiful picture of Ezekiel 34 - the seeking and saving of Israel - 
being fulfilled through the ministry of Jesus. The passage below also gives us a clue as to how Jesus 
used His parables to accomplish his mission. 



Matthew 9:35-38, 10:1,5-8 
Jesus was going through all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness. Seeing the people, He felt compassion 
for them, because they were distressed and dispirited like sheep without a shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Therefore, beseech the Lord of the harvest to 
send out workers into His harvest…. Jesus summoned his twelve disciples and gave them authority 
over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness…. 
These twelve Jesus sent out after instructing them: “Do not go in the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter any of the 
Samaritans; but rather go to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, cast out demons. Freely you 
received, freely give. 
 
So, how did Jesus use his parables to seek and to save the faithful remnant of Israel? 
Answer: The parables revealed the final and glorious chapter of Israel’s salvation history to those who had “ears to 
hear” and hearts to understand.  
 
What did it mean for Israel that Jesus was fulfilling such prophecies such as Ezekiel 34? 
Answer: That the time for their kingdom-restoration had arrived. The message of the parables was this: those who 
follow Jesus are the true people of God. They and they alone were receiving their promised salvation. 
 

The Two-Fold Purpose of the Parables Accomplished in the New Testament 
 
Through the preaching of Peter on the day of Pentecost, we see the outworking (results) of the 
parables of Jesus. Those whom the parables hardened crucified Jesus and continued their rejection 
of Him. Those whom the parables enlightened received forgiveness of their sins and salvation in 
the kingdom of God. 
 
Acts 2:22-24,36-38,41 
Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a man attested to you by God with miracles 
and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your midst, just as you yourselves 
know. This man, delivered over by the predetermined plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the 
hands of godless men and put him to death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of 
death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power…. Therefore, let all the house of 
Israel know for certain that God has made Him both Lord and Christ - this Jesus whom you 
crucified. Now when they heard this they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brethren, what shall we do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…. So then, those who had received his 
word were baptized; and that day there were added about three thousand souls. 
 
In conclusion: 
The purpose of the parables was to accomplish both the sufferings of Christ (his rejection and 
crucifixion) and the glories that followed (the exaltation of Christ and His salvation of the faithful of 
Israel). And, because Israel has been saved, you and I by faith can share in their 
heavenly eternal inheritance. For those who had “ears to hear” then and for us who have ears to 
hear today, this is the story that the parables themselves were telling. 


