
Studies on The Revelation 
Lesson #1: The Revelation of Jesus Christ 

 
Revelation 1:1 
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His bond-servants, the things which must 
soon take place….  

 
Revelation: Gr. “apokalypsis” 

- a laying bare, making naked, an appearing, a manifestation 
- used of events by which things or states or persons which although withdrawn from view are made visible 

to all 
 
Thus, the very nature and purpose of the book is revelatory. It unveils and makes known what was 
previously covered or disclosed. And what was previously covered or disclosed was the eternal 
nature and identity of Jesus Christ.  
 
Paul, Peter, the rest of the apostles, and even Jesus himself predicted the same unveiling or 
revelation of Christ that John saw and recorded in the book of Revelation. They expected and 
awaited its fulfillment within the lifetime of their own generation through “the things” (the 
historical-redemptive events) which were “soon” to take place. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:4-8 
I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given you in Christ Jesus, 
that in everything you were enriched in Him, in all speech and all knowledge, even as the testimony 
concerning Christ was confirmed in you, so that you are not lacking in any gift, awaiting eagerly 
the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also confirm you to the end, blameless in the day of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Philippians 1:6 
For I am confident of this very thing, that He who began a good work in you will perfect it until 
the day of Christ Jesus. 
 
2 Thessalonians 1:3-8 
We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brethren, as is only fitting, because your faith is 
greatly enlarged, and the love of each one of you toward one another grows ever greater; therefore, 
we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in 
the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure. This is a plain indication of 
God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which 
indeed you are suffering. For after all it is only just for God to repay with affliction those who afflict 
you, and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and 
to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 
 
1 Peter 1:3-7 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has 
caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 



to obtain an inheritance which is imperishable and undefiled and will not fade away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who are protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed 
in the last time. In this you greatly rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have 
been distressed by various trials, so that the proof of your faith, being more precious than gold 
which is perishable, even though tested by fire, may be found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 1:8-13 
And though you have not seen Him, you love Him, and though you do not see Him now, but 
believe in Him, you greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, obtaining as the outcome of 
your faith the salvation of your souls. As to this salvation, the prophets who prophesied of the grace that 
would come to you made careful searches and inquiries, seeking to know what person or time the 
Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to 
follow. It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which 
now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit 
sent from heaven - things into which angels long to look. Therefore, prepare your minds for 
action, keep sober in spirit fix your hope completely on the grace to be brought to you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Peter 4:12-13 
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, 
as though some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings 
of Christ, keep on rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. 
  
Although he did not use the Greek word “apokalypsis”, Jesus did predict his revelation (his 
unveiling) as his “coming” (Gr. “Parousia”), that is; the arrival (the return) of his covenant-
Presence. And he like his apostles placed it within the lifetime of his own generation. 
 
Matthew 16:27-28 
For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay 
every man according to his deeds. Truly I say to you, there are some of those who are standing 
here who will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in His kingdom. 
 
Matthew 24:30-31,34 
And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will 
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming of the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. And He 
will send forth His angels with a great trumpet, and they will gather together His elect from the 
four winds, from one end of the sky to the other…. Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass 
away until all these things take place. 
 
In conclusion: The Revelation of Jesus Christ is not about historical events which extend beyond the 
first century generation and the end of the Jewish (Old Covenant) age. The Revelation of Jesus 
Christ is a prophecy (a Divine foretelling) concerning the unveiling of the invisible and eternal 
identity of Jesus as God of the Old Testament through the fulfillment of the historical-redemptive 
events which were at that time “soon” take place. The Revelation of Jesus Christ is His invisible 
appearing in the glory of his Father (in the character and nature of the Father), and the 
consummative arrival of his New-Covenant-Presence among his people. 


