
Studies on Revelation 
Lesson #3: Him Who is, Who was, Who is to Come 

 
In this week’s lesson, we show what the phrase “Him who is, and who was, and who is to 
come” would have meant to a first century audience who was familiar with the Old 
Testament scriptures. By investigating the Old Testament sources (Exodus 3:14, 
Isaiah 6, Ezekiel 1) as well as the New Testament usage of this phrase, primarily in 
the book of Revelation, we conclude that the “Revelation of Jesus Christ” was the 
glorious coming and unveiling of Christ as God to glorify His New Covenant temple 
and to deliver His saints out of Egypt through the judgement of Babylon, that is, Old 
Covenant Jerusalem; the city where Jesus was crucified. 
 
Revelation 1:4 
“John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who 
is and who was and who is to come….” 
 
Craig A. Evans in his book, “Ancient Texts for New Testament Studies”, says that 
this phrase is an echo of Exodus 3:14.  
 
Exodus 3:14 
God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM”; and He said, “Thus you shall say to the 
sons of Israel, ‘I AM has sent me to you.” 
 
Thus, according to Evans, the God “who is who He is” (I am who I am) is the Christ 
“who is, who was, and who is to come.” But more than that, it is the historical context 
of Exodus 3 that must be considered as it relates to Revelation 1:4.  
 
God revealed Himself to Moses in this way in the context of His deliverance of His 
covenant people out of the bondage of Egypt (Exodus 3:7-8,10-12). In John’s day, 
history was now repeating itself. Through means of a new and final exodus, Christ 
as the God who appeared to Moses was delivering His New Covenant community 
from the bondage of “spiritual Egypt” (Revelation 11:8), that is, from Old Covenant 
Jerusalem and the powers by which it was governed. 
 
In Revelation 1:8 (and 4:8, a parallel passage), we see the same phrase “who is and 
who was, and who is to come”, with the addition of, “holy, holy, holy” and “the 
Almighty”. Based on the larger context of Revelation 1, we suggest that these 
additional phrases are drawn primarily from Isaiah 6:3 and Ezekiel 1:24. What this 
means is, both Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1 served as Old Testament sources for Revelation 



1:4, and, it is the larger contexts of these passages which help us to better understand 
what the apostle John was communicating. Below are both the Isaiah and Ezekiel 
passages. 
 
Isaiah 6:3 
And one called out to another and said, “Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord of hosts, 
the whole earth is full of His glory.” 
 
Ezekiel 1:24 
I also heard the sound of their wings like the sound of abundant waters as they went, 
like the voice of the Almighty, a sound of tumult like the sound of an army camp; 
whenever they stood still, they dropped their wings. 
 
A primary focus in both passages is the “revelation of the glory of God” (Isaiah 6:3-5, 
Ezekiel 1:1,24-28) in His temple (Isaiah 6:1,4). When applied to Revelation 1:4 the 
message that John was communicating becomes obvious. The revelation of Jesus 
Christ as “He who is and who was and who is to come” was the unveiling and revealing of 
the glory of God in and through the body of Christ, the New Covenant temple. But 
there’s more. 
 
The phrase “who is and who was” of Revelation 1:4 is also found in a slightly modified 
form in both Revelation 11:17 and 16:5 in the words, “who are and who were”. The 
primary difference in these passages is that the phrase “who is to come” in Revelation 
1:4 is completely omitted in Revelation 11:17 and 16:5. The reason for this is that in 
the latter texts King has already come and has begun to reign in His temple 
(11:15,19). 
 
And notice, the coming of Christ (His revelation) in glory takes place through the 
destruction of Old Covenant Jerusalem, “the city where the Lord was crucified” 
(11:1-2,8,13,15-18), which John identifies as “Babylon the great” (16:19) who 
“poured out the blood of saints and prophets” (16:6), which Jesus applied to the 
AD70 destruction of His city and nation (Luke 21:5-6,20-24,27-32). What this means 
is, the coming of Christ in Revelation 1:4 which finds fulfillment in Revelation 11:17 
and 16:5 is His return in power to glorify His Temple and takes place at the 
judgement and destruction of Old Covenant Jerusalem, Babylon the great.  
 
This is precisely the pattern that we see in both Isaiah 6 and Ezekiel 1 which as we 
have already shown were the Old Testament sources for Revelation 1:4. The 
revealing of the glory of God which fills and glorifies His temple takes place when 
“cities are devastated and without inhabitant, houses are without people, and the land is utterly 



desolate”, (Isaiah 1:11) and; when “lamentations, mourning and woe” come upon the “sons 
of Israel” (Ezekiel 2:3,7-10). 
 
In conclusion; we submit that the phrase “Him who is, and who was, and who is to come”, 
in the context of the “revelation of Jesus Christ”, pointed to the glorious coming and 
unveiling of Christ as God to glorify His New Covenant temple (His Body) and to 
deliver that New Covenant community out of Egypt (the powers of spiritual bondage) 
through the judgement of Babylon, that is, Old Covenant Jerusalem; the city where 
Jesus was crucified. This was accomplished at the close of the Old Covenant age and 
the fulfillment of all Old Covenant prophecy in AD70. 


