
Studies on The Revelation 
Lesson #3: Jesus Christ - The Faithful Witness 

 
In lessons one and two, we showed that the “Revelation of Jesus Christ” concerns the unveiling of 
the invisible and eternal identity of Jesus as God of the Old Testament through the fulfillment of the 
historical-redemptive events which were at that time “soon” to take place. And, that this unveiling 
of Christ was his invisible appearing in the glory (the character and nature) of his Father which 
brought about the consummative arrival of his New-Covenant-Presence among his people.  
 
In the lesson now before us, we will begin to show that this “appearing of the glory of God” (Titus 
2:13, 1 Peter 4:13) through the Revelation of Jesus Christ was to be seen and understood by the 
eye of faith as the unveiling of God’s righteous judgment of the wicked and his faithful vindication 
of the saints through the first century destruction of Jerusalem. In that redemptive-historical event 
lies the revelation of Jesus Christ as the God of Israel, in all his glory. (Isaiah 35:2-4) 
 
 Revelation 1:4 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and 
who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne. 

 
To the seven churches in Asia…. 
-7 literal churches in Asia - Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and 
Laodicea 
 
Him who is and who was and who is to come….  
(See lesson #2) 
-Revelation 4:8, 11:17, 16:5 
 
the seven Sprits who are before His throne….  
-Zechariah 4:1-6, Isaiah 11:2, Revelation 3:1, 4:5, 5:6 
 

Revelation 1:5 
and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 
To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood. 

 
the Faithful witness….  
-John 18:37, Revelation 3:14 
 
The word “witness” in Revelation 1:5 is from the Greek word “martys” which means; “a witness 
in a legal/judicial sense, one who testifies against, by implication a martyr.” On p.49 of his book 
“Days of Vengeance”, David Chilton, quoting R.J. Rushdoony says the following: 
 
“In the Bible, the witness is one who works to enforce the law and assist in its execution, even to 
the enforcement of the death penalty. ‘Martyr’ has now come to mean the exact reverse, ie. one 
who is executed rather than one who is central to prosecution…. The significance of Jesus Christ 
as ‘the faithful and true witness’ is that he not only witnesses against those who are at war against 
God, but he also executes them…”. 



Thus, in the larger context of the book of Revelation, Jesus is the faithful witness of Yahweh who 
testifies against Israel’ covenant-unfaithfulness in a “covenant-lawsuit”. He brings a condemning 
sentence against them, and executes the righteous judgment of God upon them. However, in the 
immediate and local context of Revelation chapters 1-3, Jesus sits as the Father’s faithful witness 
who testifies against the unfaithful within his Church (the tares among the wheat - Matthew 13:24-
30,36-43) who are tempted to return to “Egypt” (the Old Covenant world of Judaism identified as 
“spiritual Egypt” - Revelation 11:8) in hopes of escaping the then-present tribulations (Revelation 
1:9).  
 
The phrase “the faithful witness” is a quotation from Jeremiah 42:5 where Jeremiah calls upon the 
Lord to be a “true and faithful witness” against the remnant of Judah and to bring covenant-
judgment upon them should they “not act in accordance with the whole message” which the Lord 
had sent to them. 
 

Jeremiah 42:1-16 
Then all the commanders of the forces, Johanan the son of Kareah, Jezaniah the son of 
Hoshaiah, and all the people both small and great approached and said to Jeremiah the 
prophet, “Please let our petition come before you, and pray for us to the Lord your God, 
that is for all this remnant; because we are left but a few out of many, as your own eyes now 
see us, that the Lord your God may tell us the way in which we should walk and the thing 
that we should do.” Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them, “I have heard you. Behold, 
I am going to pray to the Lord your God in accordance with your words; and I will tell you 
the whole message which the Lord will answer you. I will not keep back a word from you.” 
Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the Lord be a true and faithful witness against us if we do not act 
in accordance with the whole message with which the Lord your God will send you to us. “Whether it 
is pleasant or unpleasant, we will listen to the voice of the Lord our God to whom we are 
sending you, so that it may go well with us when we listen to the voice of the Lord our 
God.” Now at the end of ten days the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah. Then he called 
for Johanan the son of Kareah and all the commanders of the forces that were with him, 
and for all the people both small and great, and said to them, “Thus says the Lord the God 
of Israel, to whom you sent me to present your petition before Him: If you will indeed stay in 
this land, then I will build you up and not tear you down, and I will plant you and not uproot you; for I will 
relent concerning the calamity that I have inflicted on you. Do not be afraid of the king of Babylon, whom 
you are now fearing; do not be afraid of him,’ declares the Lord, ‘for I am with you to save you and deliver 
you from his hand. I will also show you compassion, so that he will have compassion on you and restore you 
to your own soil. But if you are going to say, “We will not stay in this land,” so as not to listen 
to the voice of the Lord your God, saying, “No, but we will go to the land of Egypt, where we 
will not see war or hear the sound of a trumpet or hunger for bread, and we will stay there”; 
then in that case listen to the word of the Lord, O remnant of Judah. Thus says the Lord of 
hosts, the God of Israel, “If you really set your mind to enter Egypt and go in to reside there, then the 
sword, which you are afraid of, will overtake you there in the land of Egypt; and the famine, about which 
you are anxious, will follow closely after you there Egypt, and you will die there. 

 
John’s application of Jeremiah 42 is significant when understood within its first century historical-
redemptive context. Jesus Christ stands as the New Covenant prophet, witness, judge, and 
executioner, against any within the Church (the New Covenant remnant of Judah) who turn their 
backs on the New Covenant gospel and enter again into “Egypt” (the Old Covenant order) in 



hopes of obtaining their inheritance, and in hopes of avoiding the “sufferings of Christ”. Despite 
the intense persecution that was upon them, they were to walk by faith and remain patiently in 
“the land” (the New Covenant order in Christ) and receive blessing and restoration in the Kingdom 
promised to David. That the Davidic-kingdom is here in view becomes apparent in the phrases 
and verses which follow.  
 
the firstborn of the dead and the ruler of the kings of the earth…. 
-Revelation 3:14, Romans 8:29, Colossians 1:15-18, Hebrews 1:6, 12:23 
-Psalm 2 [Acts 4:26], Isaiah 24:21 
 

Psalm 89:1-4,20-29 
A Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite. I will sing of the lovingkindness of the Lord forever; to all 
generations I will make known your faithfulness with my mouth. For I have said, 
“Lovingkindness will be built up forever; in the heavens you will establish Your 
faithfulness.” “I have made a covenant with My chosen; I have sworn to David My servant, I will 
establish your seed forever and build up your throne to all generations.” Selah…. “I have found David 
My servant; with My holy oil I have anointed him, with whom My hand will be established; 
My arm also will strengthen him. “The enemy will not deceive him, nor the son of 
wickedness afflict him. “But I shall crush his adversaries before him, and strike those who hate him. 
“My faithfulness and My lovingkindness will be with him, and in My name his horn will be 
exalted. “I shall also set his hand on the sea and his right hand on the rivers. “He will cry 
to Me, ‘You are my Father, My God, and the rock of my salvation.’ “I also shall make him 
My firstborn, the highest of the kings of the earth. “My lovingkindness I will keep for him forever, 
and My covenant shall be confirmed to him. “So I will establish his descendants forever and his 
throne as the days of heaven. 

 
By quoting from Psalm 89, the angel of the Lord was communicating to John not only that those 
within the Church who remained faithful to Christ and the New Covenant would inherit the 
Davidic-kingdom (the reign of God in their lives), but that Christ Himself would crush their 
adversaries before them, and strike down those who hated them. The coming of the kingdom of 
God which Christ would establish through judgment and justice meant the end of the Old 
Covenant-kingdom reign and the destruction of its rulers who had opposed it.  
 
released us from our sins by his blood….  
-Psalm 130:7-8, Zechariah 9:11-12, 13:1 Acts 20:28, 1 Peter 1:18-19 [1:24-25 cp. Isaiah 40:1-11], 
1 John 1:7 
 
In verse 6, the angel once again returns to the “Davidic-kingdom-motif”, a common theme for 
both the New Testament apostles and Old Testament prophets. 
 

Revelation 1:6 
And He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father, to Him be the glory and the dominion 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
A kingdom, priests to God and his Father ….  
-Ephesians 1:20-22, 2:6, Colossians 1:13, 1 Peter 2:9, Revelation 4:4 
 



 
Exodus 19:1,3-6 
In the third month after the sons of Israel had gone out of the land of Egypt, on that very 
day they came into the wilderness of Sinai… Moses went up to God, and the Lord called 
to him from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob and tell the 
sons of Israel: ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you 
on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself. ‘Now then, if you will indeed obey My voice 
and keep My covenant, then you shall be My own possession among all the peoples, for all 
the earth is Mine; and you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words that you shall speak to the sons of Israel.” 
 
Isaiah 61:1-6 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news 
to the afflicted; he has sent me to bind up the broken hearted, to proclaim liberty to captives 
and freedom to prisoners; to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord and the day of 
vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn, to grant those who mourn in Zion, giving 
them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a spirit of fainting. So they will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of 
the Lord, that He may be glorified. Then they will rebuild the ancient ruins, they will raise 
up the former devastations; and they will repair the ruined cities, the desolations of many 
generations. Strangers will stand and pasture your flocks, and foreigners will be your 
farmers and your vinedressers. But you will be called the priests of the Lord; you will be spoken of as 
ministers of our God. You will eat the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast. 

 
The obvious allusions to Exodus 19 and Isaiah 61 clearly indicates that the Church of Christ had 
become the fulfillment of Old Covenant Israel’s prophetic destiny, God’s special treasured 
possession, the inheritor of the promises made to the fathers. And, that their promised 
salvation/restoration through the Spirit had already begun in Christ and was soon to be 
consummated through the coming of the King in his Kingdom. 
 
In conclusion: 
The title of Jesus Christ as “the Faithful Witness” in the context of the “Revelation of Jesus Christ”, 
that is, his unveiling, communicated to the first century Church that (1) the Lord who saved them 
also had the authority to judge and condemn them should they turn back to Egypt in their hearts 
(John 5:20-29, Acts 7:39-40,51-56). And (2), that those who remained faithful to Christ and his 
covenant had become the true and spiritual Israel who would inherit the kingdom promised to 
David and the restoration promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
 
To Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 


